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a Christ-centered program of wholesome 
character building. Capable Christian counsellors. 


June 22-August 31 
Hilltop Ranch near Rising Sun, Maryland. 204 
acres of woods, hills and streams. Brand new 


last year! Everything in western style, serving 
200 ranchers per week. 


June 23-August 25 
Camp Sandy Hill on the Elk River, about seven 
miles from North East, Md. Activities grouped 
by ages insure top benefit for each camper. 


June 23-August 25 
Camp Sandy Cove on the North East River, just 
four miles from North East, Md. Hiking, nature 
study, crafts, horseback riding, water sports 
... keep the camper busy and happy. 


Send for 
Free Illustrated Folder Now! 


Pastor George A. Paimer, P.O. Box 3, Phila. 5, Pa. 




















EVEN UNTO 
DEATH 


How sweet is the sound of freedom! We in 
America take it, many times, for granted— 
but those who have known the omnipresent 
of the Russian heel—risk death to seek this 
goal. 

Even now, Hungarian refugees in European 
camps, dismayed at the thought that they 
may not reach America are commiting sui- 
cide. Much despair has been created among 
these freedom fighters because the United 
States has not yet passed promised legislation 
to increase the quota admitted to this coun- 
try. We of America realize the wheels of 
democracy sometimes turn slowly, but surely 
in the name of justice. 

That is why our Hungarian refugee friends 
need our help so much NOW. EUROPEAN 
EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE has and will al- 
ways be a continuing ministry. We will always 
be on the firing line giving physical and 
spiritual comfort not only during headline 
crises but after most of the world has forgot 
what has happened in Hungary. : 
WE CANNOT FORGET the sacrifice made 
by brave Hungarian men, women and chil- 
dren in search of freedom. 





WE CANNOT FORGET the helpless infants, grieving 
mothers and war-torn sons and daughters who patiently 
sit in Refugee Camps hoping against hope that some day 
they will reach America. 

Yes, it’s all over but the crying, the yearning and the 
waiting. And these people who have fought so valiently 
against insurmountable odds, now sit a forgotten people 
lost in some little known refu camp in Austria. 
When the HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND need was first 
brought to your attention hundreds of you wonderfully 
responded. The below letter from the wife of the former 
Ambassador to Austria (Now U. S. Ambassador to Russia) 
will express in some measure how a portion of your gifts 
have helped Hungarian refugees: 


5 March 1957 


Children’s oe Fund 
American Embassy, Vienna, Austria 


Dear Mr. Stewart: 


Thank you ever so much for your generous gift of 
$1000 which I received through Mr. David S. Lusby to be 
used for the handicraft shop which was set up for the 
benefit of Hungarian refugees. This is a project in which 
I am very much interested and involved and which was 
started with the assistance of the French Embassy. I am 
personally supervising it most of the time and it appears 
that we are obtaining very good results. 

It will interest you to know that 30 Hungarians are 
working there already and that orders are coming in on 
our embroidered or painted skirts, belts, napkins, etc. 

We expect shortly to put out a pamphlet describing 
our work in different projects with Hungarian relief work 
and will take pleasure in sending you one. 


June 1957 





’ 

I also wish to thank you in the name of all our members of 
the Children’s Friendship Fund who are so anxious to give 
their share in this work and last but not least in the name of 
the Hungarian refugees who will benefit of your donation. 

Very sincerely yours, 
(signed) Mrs. Llewellyn E. Thompson * 


This is only one of many letters of gratitude sent us from Eur- 
ope thanking us for your contributions made toward HUNGAR- 
IAN REFUGEES. 

But please don’t stop now. The European Evangelistic Crusade 
has over 100 missionaries in the European area ministering to 
the physical and peer needs of these people. 

AND NOW THEY NEED YOUR HELP MORE THAN EVER 
BEFORE—NOW WHEN EVERYONE ELSE HAS FORGOT- 
TEN ABOUT THEM—when they are no longer headline news 
—when they kill themselves in despair-NOW THEY NEED 
THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION—the cemfort of Christians. 
NOW we as Americans must show them that we care! Please 
send your gift now. HELP US IN THIS CONTINUING MIN- 
ISTRY. As God directs and touches your heart, please send $1, 
$5, $10 or $100: but send it today and mark it: “Hungarian 
Refugee Fund.” 

*Mrs. Thompson is the wife of former United States Ambassa- 
dor to Austria, now Ambassador to Russia. 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


Dns G Stoel. 


Douglas G. Stewart 


Director for North America 





Douglas G. Stewart 
Please address all gifts and correspondence to: 
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| HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 


a EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
(Member Mission 1.F.M.A.) 

I 811 Westview Street, Dept. E 1 
| Philadelphia 19, Pa. i 
Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart | am enclosing $... H 
l to help alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of 1 
\ the Hungarian refugees. i 
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Attendance Contest Winners 
use Gospel Light Materials. 


Grand Prize First Presbyterian Church 
Bremerton, Washington 


Class A First Baptist Church 
Tucson, Arizona 
Class C Glassell Park Nazarene 
Los Angeles, California 
Class D Azusa Friends Community Church 
Azusa, California 
Class E Putney Bible Church 
Putney, Kentucky 


Class F Baptist Wei Dau Tang 
Djakarta, Indonesia 


HERE’S what Gerald Wilson, youth minister of 
the Grand Prize Winning Church, says: “We enjoy 
Gospel Light Press materials because we find them 
Bible-centered and Christ-centered. 

“The art work is so well done that it reaches pupils 
through the eye-gate; and thus we are able to use 
Sunday school materials more advantageously than 
ever before. Our teachers are the ones-who cry out for 
Gospel Light materials because the teachers’ quarter- 
lies give a step-by-step plan, and this is needed in the 
average Sunday school today more than ever before. 

“We use film strips and visual aids effectively with 
these fine lesson helps.” 


Contact your Christian Supply Store 
or send NOW for 





_____ Colorful Curriculum Brochure 
______Sunday School Organization Chart 
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Six 1956 Sunday School 


FOR 6 STRAIGHT YEARS 


Ea 
At svnons SCHOOLS 


gain | 





Rev. Gerald Wilson 
Youth Minister 






First Presbyterian Church 
Bremerton, Washington 


top prize winners have credited Gospel Light 
correctly graded lessons with helping to build 
increased interest and attendance, and in win- 
ning pupils to Christ. They say teachers teach 
better with G. L. P. quarterlies. Year after year 
reports like these come to Gospel Light Press 
from Sunday schools every where. 


EXAM/WE 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS MATERIALS and you'll see 
that these correctly graded lessons (for each age 
pupil) are Bible-centered, Christ-centered, and 
handsomely printed to catch the eye and bring 
greater results. 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


725 €. Color 
cs 
55 Central Ave 





ado Bivd., Glendale, Calif 
Mound, Minn 





_____Information on A B C RECORD SYSTEM 
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NOW AND LATER 


It has been a year and a half since 
the world was shocked by news of the 
death of five young Christian warriors 
at the hands of the Aucas of the Ecua- 
dor jungle. Now the full account of that 
dramatic story comes to us from Elisa- 
beth Howard Elliot, one of the five 
widows. 

Betty Elliot, daughter of Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., the editor of the Sun- 
day School Times, demonstrates superb 
writing talent. She lets the facts them- 
selves convince the reader, rather than 
dealing in preachments and moralizing. 
This is the rare gift of self-effacement 
in writing. 

The editors are happy to present a 
full-length review of this book by Dr. 
Clyde S. Kilby, chairman of the Division 
of Languages and Literature, Wheaton 
College, and Betty’s former professor. 

* * a 


Bernard Ramm contributes two arti- 
cles—one the second in the series on 
contemporary theology described so all 
can understand, and the other a short 
essay on the issues involved in the 
choice of a college for Christian young 
people. 

a * s 

To the many who have written to ask 
when Dr. Barnhouse would resume the 
“Meditations in Isaiah,” we happily an- 
nounce the resumption of this popular 
feature in this month’s issue. 

To the lesser members of the editorial 
staff this is welcome news indeed for it 
means we'll have fewer letters to answer 
each month. And, oh yes, we believe the 
meditations are tops. 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 








Donald Grey Barnhouse 


June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; June 3, 10, 17, 24, 
New York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New York City. 


* FAMILY NEEDS * 


Readers interested in the tract ministry 
might like to send some good tracts to an 
evangelical pastor in the Philippines for 
free distribution. Send tracts to the Rev. 











JUNE 1957 
magazine of Christian truth - 


eternity 





VOL. 8, No. 6 


DonaLp Grey Barnuouse, Editor-in-Chief 
Russet, T. Hitt, Editor 
BERNARD RAMM 
Consulting Editors 
Racpu L. KEIPER 
Contributing Editor 


CHARLES REED 


Art Consultant 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN C. Stacey Woops 


Juuia E. TurNER 
Assistant Editor 


WALTER R. MARTIN 
Contributing Editor 


Epna H. Fink 
Circulation Manager 


Harowp FIFE 
Sunday School Lessons 











CONTENTS 
EDITORIALS 
Praise Mohammed? Black and White; June Bridegroom ...............:......e-+«: 8 
Ah Knows! The Christian and National Interest. ...................c:-secsesssssessesseeee 9 
ARTICLES 
Through Gates of Splendor, Reviewed by Clyde S. Kilby ..0........ccccce00 5 
What’s Right About Fundamentalism? by John F. Walvoord .................. 6 
Junior Goes to College, by Bernard Ramm .........cccecsssssessesssssssesssssssessencsvens 10 
The Authority of the Holy Spirit, by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones .................... 14 
Meditations in the Book of Isaiah, by Donald Grey Barnhouse .................. 16 
The Major Theses of Orthodoxy, by Bernard Ramm ..000............ccccccsesssseseens 18 
DEPARTMENTS — 
III NNN TI 5 nisin ctesadessant ocshccscts eck codeceuapedsedsTeasasensessesscsiatene 12 
Meany’ TRE Se ins asi 226osfastssscessncnsssscascages aebacescspuasececteeensobasssedsnavacive 20 
I IID ib nsdessscsucascuckorsacsapcvrsssrsosnnctans 26 








DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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Through tates 


\plendor 


Among the missionary widows was one provided by God 


to write the long-awaited book-length account of the mission to the Aucas. 


A yellow Piper Cub tosses above the great unbroken Ama- 
zonian rain forest of Ecuador, flying in a dizzy circle 
while a beribboned canvas bucket dropped by a home-made 
winch is aimed at a large Indian hut below. The little 
plane with a door removed for better handling of its tick- 
lish operation contains two tense young men who, with 
their companions, have longed and prayed for the fierce 
inhabitants below them. Now, only a quarter mile vertically 
removed, they are making their first contact by dropping an 
aluminum kettle containing twenty brightly colored but- 
tons and some rock salt. The buttons are intended simply 
as curios, for clothes are unknown to these stone-age Aucas 
to whom the gifts are in the process of descending. The 
day is October 6, 1955 and the fliers are Nate Saint and Ed 
McCully, two of five young missionaries who three months 
and two days later are to die pierced by the nine-foot lances 
hurled with implacable accuracy by the Aucas. 

The long awaited book-length account of the five martyrs 
now appears under the title Through Gates of Splendor 
and written by Elisabeth Howard Elliot, one of the widows. 
Much of the spade work was done by Abe Van Der Puy 
of the missionary radio station HCJB in Quito, Ecuador, 
who explains in a foreword that the story demanded more 
time and technical skill than he felt he possessed and that 
within the circle of the missionary widows themselves God 
had provided an author worthy of the project. Elisabeth 
Elliot relates the account with a splendid simplicity. She 
has wisely allowed the diaries and letters of the men them- 
selves to tell much of the stirring story, and she has in- 
cluded the vivid description of the burial of the bodies dur- 
ing a tremendous jungle storm as related by Cornell Capa, 
photographer-correspondent of Life magazine, who was on 
the scene. Through the courtesy of Life, Capa’s photo- 
graphs were made available for the book. 

Betty Elliot begins her account with Jim Elliot and Pete 
Fleming on board a freighter bound for Ecuador. Jim’s 
diary expresses their feelings as they waved good-bye to 
loved ones standing on the pier at San Pedro, California: 
“I do not understand how God has made me. Joy, sheer 
@ Betty Eliot © Cornell Capa—Magnum Photos, Inc. 
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Reviewed by CLYDE S. KILBY 


Chairman of the Division of Languages and Literature, Wheaton College, Ill. 


joy, and thanksgiving fill and encompass me. I can scarcely 
keep from turning to Pete and saying, ‘Brother, this is 
great!’ or ‘We never had it so good.’ God has done and is 
doing all I ever desired, much more than I ever asked. 
Praise, praise to the God of Heaven, and to His Son Jesus. 
Because He hath said, ‘I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee,’ I may boldly say, ‘I will not fear. . . .’ His presence 
is real in so many things, I can do nothing but sing out 
Hallelujah.” This strain of rejoicing runs solidly through 
the experience not only of Jim and Pete but of the others. 
It is an account of victory with death as an incidental. 
The most impressive aspect of the family and school 
background of the five men is their human normalcy. Jim 
Elliot, in addition to being president of Foreign Missions 
Fellowship at Wheaton College, was the school’s champion 
wrestler and an amateur poet who could recite with proper 


(Continued on page 36) 


Nate Saint and “George” © Sam Saint—Magnum Photos, Inc. 


God blesses those who exercise the faith they have 








What's Right about 


FUNDAMENTALISM? 


A conservative scholar traces the history of Fundamentalism 


and pleads for a retention of the descriptive term 


By JOHN F. WALVOORD 


The editors present this interesting article by Dr. John 
F. Walvoord, president of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
because he is one of the most respected representatives of 
that portion of the Church which desires to retain the 
appellation “Fundamentalist.” 

As Dr. Walvoord points out, there is a strong desire 
among conservative Christians to veer away from the 
term. Through the years of controversy it has become a 
term of reproach and ridicule. 

History seems to prove that it is not easy to change de- 
scriptive titles in the religious world. The Society of Friends 
are known as Quakers, the Church of the Brethren as 
Dunkards, and the Plymouth Brethren are so-called even 
though they have fought the name throughout the decades. 

While we greatly respect Dr. Walvoord’s point of view, 
we feel that it is not out of place to observe that our pri- 
mary loyalty is to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of 
God rather than to any segment of the church or its special 
nomenclature. Even the terms “evangelical” and “conserva- 
tive” may become divisive, if our spirit is wrong. 

Furthermore there are many elements in United States 
conservative Christianity which were never involved in the 
Fundamentalist-Modernist controversy; yet they are cer- 
tainly orthodox. Witness such groups as the Christian Re- 
formed Church and innumerable Holiness and Pentecostal 
groups who cannot rightly be termed “Fundamentalists.” 

However, we have asked Dr. Walvoord to present his 
viewpoint and we think there is much that is worthwhile in 
his remarks. 


O ld-fashioned fundamentalism seems to be disappearing. 
On every hand, Christian leaders are asking to be 
classified as evangelicals rather than as fundamentalists. 


6 A “sad sack” Christian is an anomaly. 


Christian periodicals seldom use the word fundamentalist 
in a good sense. Even Billy Graham, who stands so firmly 
for biblical truth, is quoted as saying, “I am an evangelical 
but not a fundamentalist.” A prominent religious editor 
goes so far as to describe the current spiritual decline as the 
aftermath of fundamentalism. Vernon Grounds defines his- 
toric Protestant orthodoxy (ETERNITY, February 1956) as 
that “which sometimes bears the label evangelicalism, some- 
times the libel fundamentalism.” Those who reluctantly 
admit the “libel” of being fundamentalists usually hasten 
to qualify this classification to escape any odium which 
may be attached. 

Few denominations today accept the term fundamental in 
their formal titles and prefer some other designation, as 
seen in such groups as Conservative Baptists, Regular Bap- 
tists, Bible Presbyterians, Orthodox Presbyterians, and Bible 
Baptists. Quite common is the use of evangelical to desig- 
nate theological conservatism. Even the Independent Funda- 
mental Churches of America, which officially includes the 
word fundamental in its title, avoids the term in describing 
its individual churches. Of more than eleven hundred 
ministers in the Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America, of which the writer is one, less than a score are 
serving churches which use the word fundamental in their 
official title. Preferred is the designation Bible Church. The 
same tendency to avoid the word fundamental is found 
among the fundamental Baptists. Christian schools in the 
fundamentalist movement seldom use the word in their 
official titles. Even those who freely classify themselves as 
fundamentalists seem afraid of the label. A prominent 
pastor in the East recently said to me, “No one in our area 
wants to be known as a fundamentalist.” 

The exodus from the fundamentalist camp is obviously 
an attempt to escape some historic implications of funda- 
mentalism. Many who are fundamental in theology do not 
want to be associated with irresponsible fundamentalist 
controversialists. Others are prompted by desire to avoid 
controversy. Also responsible is a tendency in current evan- 
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gelicalism to bypass specifics in theology and reduce the 
basis of fellowship to bare essentials. The Evangelical 
Theological Society, of which the writer is a member, cites 
belief in the inerrancy of Scripture as the sole test of doc- 
trine. Many schools and other Christian organizations have 
inadequate doctrinal platforms. The rising generation of 
young believers, ignorant of the historic antecedents of 
fundamentalism, is led to believe that fundamentalism is a 
bigoted and unnecessarily controversial approach to Chris- 
tian faith. The result is the current trend to avoid the label 
for reasons foreign to the real issues. 

The fundamentalist movement has its roots deep in the 
Protestant Reformation, and the fundamentalist move- 
ment as it is known today arose as a protest against liberal 
theology, with its denial of biblical inspiration, which swept 
over America after the Civil War. In 1877 a great prophetic 
conference was held in New York City, in which hundreds 
of ministers and thousands of laymen participated. The 
emphasis of the conference was on the imminent return of 
Christ in opposition to current postmillennial theology and 
skepticism which characterized liberal theology. Other con- 
ferences followed at Winona Lake and at Denver. In 1885, 
an important prophetic conference was held in Chicago 
which attracted ministers from all over the United States, 
and practically the entire clergy of the city of Chicago. 
These conferences aroused both liberals and fundamen- 
talists. The liberals decried the conferences as divisive and 
destructive to Christian unity. They served, however, to 
alert the conservatives to the attacks of higher criticism on 
the authority of the Bible as the infallible Word of God, 
and to acquaint them with prophetic truth. 

An important chapter in the history of fundamentalism 
was the publication of a dozen volumes entitled The Funda- 
mentals: A Testimony to the Truth, undertaken in 1909. 
Over three million copies were printed and distributed to 
Christian leaders and laymen, mostly on a free basis and 
financed by Lyman and Milton Stewart, wealthy business 
men who were responsible for the founding of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. 

Contributors to The Fundamentals were many outstand- 
ing Conservative scholars, and represented a large number 
of Protestant fellowships. Among them were James Orr of 
the United Free Church College of Glasgow, Scotland; W. 
H. Griffith Thomas, noted Anglican scholar; George L. 
Robinson of McCormick Theological Seminary (Presby- 
terian, U.S.A.); Joseph D. Wilson of the Theological Semi- 
nary of the Reformed Episcopal Church at Philadelphia; 
Andrew Craig Robinson of Ireland; George Frederick 
Wright of Oberlin College; Melvin Grove Kyle of Xenia 
Theological Seminary (U.P.); J. J. Reeve of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth; James M. Gray 
of Moody Bible Institute; William G. Moorehead, Presi- 
dent of Xenia Theological Seminary; Arthur T. Pierson 
and Arno C. Gaebelein, noted Bible teachers; Robert E. 
Speer, Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.; Benjamin B. Warfield of 
Princeton Theological Seminary; R. A. Torrey, who helped 
to edit the series; W. J. Erdman, Bible teacher; Charles B. 
Williams of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
C. I. Scofield, editor of the notes of the famous Scofield 
Reference Bible; Bishop H. C. G. Moule of Durham, Eng- 
land; John Timothy Stone. ex-moderator of the General 
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Increase your faith by using it. 


Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.; Charles Trum- 
bull, editor of The Sunday School Times; G. Campbell 
Morgan, pastor of Westminster Chapel, London, England; 
Charles R. Erdman of Princeton Theological Seminary; 
A. C. Dickson, pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Church; President E. Y. Mullins of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Louisville; and a host of others. It 
should be clear, as indicated by these authors and their con- 
tributions, that fundamentalism was not an isolated move- 
ment of a few controversial malcontents, but that at that 
time it attracted a wide constituency. 

Doctrines included comprehended the whole field of 
conservative theology especially as it countered liberalism 
in theology. Many articles were written to sustain the Scrip- 
tures as the infallible Word of God, in answer to higher 
criticism. Another series of articles dealt with the deity of 
Christ and the doctrine of the Trinity. The great doctrines 
of sin and redemption, and the place of evangelism and 
missions occupied a number of the volumes. A section was 
devoted to Christianity in relation to modern thought in 
which evolution and non-Christian philosophy were refuted. 
Also considered was a series on “isms” including the Millen- 
nial Dawn movement (Jehovah’s Witnesses), Mormonism, 
Christian Science, and modern spiritism. The production 
as a whole presented a solid exposition of Christian truth 
and theology in answer to the ideologies attacking funda- 
mentalism early in the twentieth century. 

The fundamentals of the faith became increasingly a 
controversial issue in some of the major Protestant de- 
nominations, especially in the Northern Baptist, Methodist 
Episcopal, Presbyterian U.S.A., Disciples of Christ, and 
Protestant Episcopal churches. Fundamentalists insisted 
that the pivotal doctrines of the faith were essential to vital 
Christianity and therefore demanded that these be made 
the test of orthodoxy, the standard by which admission to 

(Continued on page 34) 








Signor é ‘ork and took 
the bus into Manhattan. He loaded his baggage into a taxi and said, 
such a. 


“I 











PRAISE MOHAMMED? 


The United States has done, officially, 
one of the most horrible things that a 
nation can do. In the ancient world, as 
clearly shown by the Old Testament 
prophets, the wrath of God was poured 
out on Israel when they consorted with 
the devil-gods of the nations around 
them. We have done just such a villain- 
ous thing. 

Not only has the Voice of America 
gone out of its way to keep true Chris- 
tianity from being spread by its broad- 
casts, it has now been guilty of spread- 
ing the Moslem faith in Moslem lands. 
To celebrate the birth of “the Great 
Prophet of Islam,” the VOA broadcast 
spread the praise of Mohammed and 
published in the Persian language in 
the VOA Bulletin the most astonishing 
praise of “the Prophet.” 

The Rev. Frank Woodward, a Presby- 
terian missionary in Persia, has sent to 
friends a multigraphed copy of the re- 
translation of this article from Persian to 
English. It includes the following, and 
cites Dr. Elton Trueblood as the author. 
“In view of the establishment in the 
world of peace and well-being, the sta- 
tion of the honored prophet of Islam 
is deserving of abundant praise. . . . 
Following the religion of Christ does not 
prevent us from considering the life and 
teachings of the prophet of Islam with 
amazement and praise. It is suitable that 
in our own society which includes the 
followers of various religions we should 
glorify the prophet of Islam. If we bear 
in mind that all the great religions of the 
world essentially encourage people to 
the worship of God and to good works, 
and that every individual person of the 
human race sees the truth only from his 
limited viewpoint, we discover how 
much better it is that the truth should 
shine forth from different shrines and 
become the lamps on the path of God’s 
humanity.” 

There is much more in the same vein. 
The Secretary of the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion adds: “One serious objection . . . 
is the different connotation of the word 
Prophet in Persian. In English we use 
it very loosely . . . so that it is not evi- 
dent or assumed that we accept him as a 
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man sent from God with a true message. 
But in Persian to call Mohammed a 
prophet is equivalent to declaring faith 
in his claim to be sent from God and the 
seal of the prophets [one of which would 
be Jesus]. So a Persian Moslem in read- 
ing this quite jubilantly takes it as proof 
that the western world accepts the great 
prophet of Islam.” 

Dr. Trueblood has disqualified him- 
self to speak in the name of Christ by 
such an outrageous blunder. (To call it 
that is being charitable to the writer, for 
in one light it might be proper to say 
that he has placed himself among the 
apostates.) Does Dr. Trueblood believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Lord God AIl- 
mighty, second person of the Trinity? 
Does Dr. Trueblood believe that Mo- 
hammed is the founder of one of the 
demon religions, condemned by God? 

It is quite in order that churches and 
church organizations should officially 
protest the use of the Voice of America 
for such anti-Christian purposes as the 
above. Our Senators and Congressmen 
should make sure that the VOA ceases 
to use religion as an arm of politics. Mr. 
Woodward rightly says: “Whatever claim 
Elton Trueblood may have to spiritual 
leadership, he certainly does not speak 
for Christianity when he uses it to curry 
favor among the peoples of the Middle 
East. They will not long believe in the 
sincerity of either the speaker or the 
country he represents, for any thinking 
person knows these sentiments are false.” 


BLACK AND WHITE 


A recent magazine article, discussing 
the techniques of making moving pic- 
tures, pointed out that trouble or diffi- 
culty must be done in black and white, 
never in color. If coolies laboring in 
China are shown in color, the back- 
ground is so wonderful that the viewer 
gets the idea that their life is romantic 
and prosperous. Only when the scene is 
shot in black and white are the squalor 
and misery seen for what they really are. 

The same is true when sin is depicted. 
Done in color, it has a beauty that se- 
duces the viewer into thinking that it is 
not sin. When a woman down a back 
alley leaves her husband to have a child 


Is your life parallel to your faith? 


by another man, the scene is done in 
black and white, and all its misery is 
clearly shown. When a motion picture 
actress leaves her husband to go to Italy 
and have a child by another man, the 
scene is viewed in technicolor and ulti- 
mately the actress comes back to receive 
an Oscar for her performance. Editorial 
writers announce that she has been “re- 
habilitated,” “vindicated,” and “reestab- 
lished.” 

God reserves His colors for sunsets and 
spring blossoms. He always describes sin 
in black and white. This is why the Bible 
is such a remarkable book and why it is 
so hated by those who wish to escape its 
implications. ‘““The wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). “It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 
10:31). 

One of the worst effects of the fall was 
to fit man with rose-colored glasses, as 
described in the New Testament, where 
we are told to “exhort one another every 
day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that 
none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13). 

Take a good look at your own life 
today. Try to see in black and white all 
that you have been looking at in color. 
It might even be well to reserve color 
for those around you, and use only the 
black and white for yourself. 


JUNE BRIDEGROOM 


That is not a typographical error. It 
is the bridegroom’s day also, although 
in the United States the bride manages 
to corner all the publicity. Usually, the 
bridegroom does the figuring—how to 
pay for the ring, meet the rent, and buy 
furniture. 

I do not propose to start a one-editor 
crusade against current wedding prac- 
tices. I wouldn’t get very far, and I have 
other things to do. But I would like to 
set forth a Christian testimony to the 
fact that weddings are almost as ex- 
travagant as funerals and that it would 
be better not to spend so much on the 
honeymoon when it means coming home 
broke. 

If we are honest with the Bible, we 
must admit that the marriage should be 
centered in the husband. The whole 
story of Eliezer’s trip to Mesopotamia 
was to get a bride for Isaac. The girl 
didn’t even have a chance to show off 
her golden presents—Eliezer started back 
home with her before the next sundown. 
She took off her veil for Isaac and no- 
body else. This same pattern is found 
throughout the Bible. It will not do to 
answer that these were Oriental lands 
and that we are not Orientals. These 
were Christian practices and we are 
supposed to be Christians. Again, I am 
not starting a crusade for veiling women, 
but I would like to shift the spotlight to 
the groom, where God placed it. 
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_ The bride is to submit to her husband 

(Eph. 5:22). She is to look up to him as 
the Church looks up to Christ. But 
such a thing is possible only because 
God has told the groom that he is to 
love the bride even as Christ loved the 
Church. 

Many men are unaware of the fact 
that God has said He will not answer 
the prayers of a man who does not know 
how to take care of his wife properly 
(I Pet. 3:7). A true Christian husband 
wants to fulfil the desires of the Lord. 
When he does, great blessing will re- 
sult. 

Most important, each partner must 
realize that marriage is not a 50-50 
proposition but that each side must give 
100 percent, not counting on what may 
or may not be received in return. This 
is the Christian basis of true love. When 
each individual seeks to serve the Lord, 
the other partner must also be pleased 
since the Lord’s ways are ways of pleas- 
antness and all His paths are peace 
(Prov. 3:17). 

So, God bless the bride, but a little 
extra blessing for the groom because 
he has all the authority and responsi- 
bility before God and he will need all 
wisdom and help from the Lord to do all 
that is required of him. 

And to you men for whom it is a long 
time since you were bridegrooms, God 
has a special word. Read the special 
admonition to the husband to rejoice 
in the wife of his youth (Prov. 5:18) 
and the warning to those who do not 
follow this recommendation (Mal. 2:14). 
Many happy returns! 


AH KNOWS! 


From New Year’s until Easter we 
drove from Philadelphia, to San Fran- 
cisco, to San Diego and back through 
Texas, Kansas City, Missouri and Hol- 
land, Michigan to Philadelphia again. 
We had the joy of preaching to many 
thousands of people and of making 
many new friends. Our experiences gave 
us new sermon illustrations; and there 
were many quiet hours in which we 
did a great deal of writing. 

But of all our experiences, and of all 
the people whom we met, none stands 
out in sharper relief than the Negro 
cleaning woman in our motel in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

We arrived in Hot Springs at the 
height of the racing season. The town 
was filled with gamblers. Everywhere 
we saw evidences of their work. We 
walked into the principal hotel and saw 
a most forlorn group of people with 
a lot of money to spend. One man would 
have been a cartoonist’s delight as a 
model for a gangster. Curiously enough 
there was a very tough-looking man 
standing near him, hand in pocket, for 
all the world as though he were a body- 
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guard with his hand on a gun. Another 
man, remarkable for his big cauliflower 
ear, looked as though he had been 
through several gang wars. Undoubted- 
ly there are fine Christian people in the 
town but they were not in evidence 
along the main street. 

I was planning to spend the entire 
day reading and typing. We told the 
cleaning woman to make the beds but 
not to touch the books that were spread 
around. My Bible was by the typewriter 
and I said, “Just leave my Bible there.” 
Immediately she seemed interested, so 
I said to her, “Do you know the Lord 
Jesus Christ?” 

“Oh, yes. I know Him. I couldn't 
have lived without Him. Mah mother 
died when I was a little girl and He has 
been my help through all my life.” 

“And are you sure that you are trust- 
ing Him as your own personal Savior?” 

“Oh, Mister, Ah don’ havet’ reckon. 
Ah knows.” ; 

And the conversation that followed 
revealed clear knowledge of the Savior, 
clear insight into spiritual life and clear 
certainty of full assurance of eternal life. 

We went down the street to have 
breakfast. Many tables were occupied 
by couples, the men seemingly under- 
world types, the women rather expen- 
sive-looking blondes; at least they were 
blondes on that day. All were poring 
over racing forms and the talk was 
about horses and luck. The Psalmist 
described them, “God is not in all his 
thoughts” (Ps. 10:4). 

It has been many weeks since that 


day but the Lord has brought that 
cleaning woman to our hearts many 
times in prayer. And very frequently 
when one of us asks a question, es- 
pecially if there is a second question, 
“Are you sure?” the answer is likely 
to .be, “Ah don’ havet’ reckon. Ah 
knows.” . 


THE CHRISTIAN AND 
NATIONAL INTEREST 


Our article “The Tragic Year” (Jan- 
uary 1957) has brought tremendous 
repercussions. Probably the strongest 
reactions have come from Canada and 
Australia but there have been plenty 
from Great Britain. Interestingly 
enough, more seem to agree with us in 
England than in Canada. The letters 
indicate two basic objections: one group 
objects mainly to what we said and the 
second group objects to how we said it. 

To the second group let me say that 
certainly no offense was intended to 
Great Britain or to the Christians of that 
nation. Furthermore, if in forcefully ex- 
pressing our opinion from a journalistic 
point of view we have offended against 
good Christian taste, we apologize. There 
was no intention of dividing ourselves 
from other Christians over the mode of 
expressing our convictions. We are sorry 
that our convictions carried us to excess 
in the expression of what we felt in our 
hearts. 


(Continued on page 32) 








The National Sci Foundati 


g for a quiet site in the United 





States, picked out Green Bank, West ng aot as the quietest spot in 
the United States. A little valley occupied by dairy farmers lies be- 
tween hills that screen out radio noise and scientific instruments re- 
ceive less than one-thousandth of the noise that is heard in the 
Naval Laboratory in Washington. It was decided that there was no 
other place in the East where the sounds of the universe could come 


through quite so clearly. 


The glory of the Christian life is that the Holy Spirit makes such quiet 


places, even in the turmoil of the big city. 
ever your occupation, though the noise 


rever you are, what- 
a 





decibels to wear out the nervous system, the sehen can “Be still, 


and know that . 


if you are His, you are His forever 


. God” is God (Psalm 46:10). 














A desired career as engineer or physicist will influence choice of schools. 
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—Courtesy Swarthmore College, Pa. 


JUNIOR GOES TO COLLEGE 


State School, Christian School, denominational school? Large or 


small, accredited or no? 


By BERNARD RAMM 


oreo is the crucial age. Junior must choose between 
business and education. Let us presume that he chooses 
to go on for further education, and let us also presume 
that he is a Christian and has faithfully prayed for God's 
guidance for his life. Junior is very green in his under- 
standing of education, and the cafeteria array of schools is 
very perplexing. His parents might not be any wiser in 
making selections in this academic cafeteria than he is. 
God's will must be understood with the help of wisdom. 
Wisdom is a spiritual virtue! Have you read Proverbs re- 


10 You cannot introduce someone you don’t know to Christ 


What guide do we have in selecting higher education? 


cently? If you have, you will note the numerous praises to 
wisdom and the constant criticism of ignorance. Ignorance 
is one of the results of sin; and wisdom is the proper func- 
tioning of the intelligence given to man by his Creator. 
Animals are richly endowed with instincts to guide them 
through the complexities of existence, while man is poor 
in instinct but rich in intelligence. Besides prayer to God 
for guidance, and consecration to God for His will to be 
done in Junior’s life, Junior needs to be guided by wisdom. 
What counsels of wisdom can Junior hear in order to guide 
him in his choices for his further education? 
+ + es 


Junior should know something about accreditation. A 
school is given a legal right to grant degrees when it meets 
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certain requirements of the state. Except for one or two 
states this legal right to grant degrees means only that cer- 
tain very simple requirements are met. Both Junior and 
his parents are apt to think that the legal right to grant a 
degree means that the degree is an accredited one, but this 
is not so, 

To offset the simple requirements for the legal right to 
grant degrees, schools have organized themselves into differ- 
ent accrediting agencies, or associations. The validity of the 
standards set by such an association is demonstrated by lit- 
erally centuries of educational experience. A school which 
meets the requirements is an accredited school. When Jun- 
ior picks out a school he should learn if it is accredited 
and with what association. 

Should Junior go to an accredited school? It would mean 
that his credits will be good everywhere. For example, if 
Junior attends the University of California and then trans- 
fers to the University of Iowa, he loses no credit. On the 
other hand, he could spend four years in a non-accredited 
school and find out he could not transfer one hour of credit! 
Perhaps he started as an English major in a non-accredited 
school and then decided to be an engineer. The frequent 
change of major is very common among college students. 
Arriving at the engineering school of some state university 
Junior finds his years in a non-accredited school are lost. 

Supposing Junior has received a degree and wishes to do 
graduate work. He may not be admitted at all, or perhaps 
he will be granted two years’ credit, or else he must spend 
an extra year proving he can do graduate work. Or suppos- 
ing Junior graduated from an unaccredited school and 
spent a term as a missionary. His health or his wife’s health 
failed and now he must begin a new career in America. He 
finds he needs more education, and now in his thirties or 
early forties he finds that his unaccredited degree penalizes 
him just when he has neither the money nor the time to 
suffer such a penalty. 

Some schools have practical accreditation. A large uni- 
versity may inspect a small college nearby and discover that 
although this college is not yet approved by an association, 
it is doing standard college work. The university will then 
treat the graduates from this college on an equal basis with 
her own students. Other universities will then accept the 
graduates of this small college by virtue of the action of the 
local university. Students attending a college with this sort 
of practical accreditation do not suffer academic penalty. 

Other schools have a “class-for-class” accreditation. The 
local university will permit the transfer student from the 
small college or Bible college to transfer his courses to the 
university providing they match courses taught in the uni- 
versity and providing the transfer student maintains a B 
average. 


Junior must keep in mind that education costs money 
and time wherever he goes. Schools which advertise as non- 
tuition schools manage to get a token tuition under the 
name of fees. Room and board bills must be met unless the 
student lives at home. Junior should be wise in spending his 
academic dollar and wiser in spending his time. A kind 
friend may replenish an empty sock, but no millionaire on 
earth can restore the lost years of an unwise educational 
investment. So before Junior starts surrendering his dollars 
and ticking off the seconds of his life, he should think thrice 
about accreditation. 
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When the Lord says “everything” He means “everything” ll 































Does this mean, then that Junior should not attend an 
unaccredited school? Not necessarily, for Junior may have 
a need, a goal, a purpose in life which a given school can 
help fulfil, though not accredited. Junior’s make-up, his 
financial situation, his denominational affiliation, or his 
long-range plans might dictate that the better part of wis- 
dom is to attend an unaccredited school. There are numer- 
ous contented, happy, and satisfied people who have attend- 
ed such schools, and to have advised them otherwise would 
have been foolish counsel. 

Nevertheless, Junior should know what he is doing. He 
should inquire into the status of any school and know what 
association accredits it. If some administrator is cagey with 
his answers, let Junior ask this question: “What would hap- 
pen to my credits if I transferred to Harvard?” If Junior 
does not get a clear answer to this question he had better 
further acquaint himself with the subject of accreditation. 

o 1, » a 

Should Junior go to a state school? a Christian school? or 
a denominational school? This is a mean one to answer. 

Junior may not have the stamina to stand up to the con- 
stant anti-Christian patter of a state university. He may 
not have the moral courage to remain true to personal holi- 
ness when he is transplanted to a state campus. Or, Junior 
may thrive and grow strong in his faith in a state university. 
A Christian school would not give him sufficient intellectual 
challenge to arouse his real abilities. So much depends on 
Junior! 

If Junior wishes to be an engineer or atomic physicist or 
anthropologist or agriculturalist he has practically no choice. 
He can find these majors taught only in a state school. A 


(Continued on page 33) 


Small colleges give rich community experience.—Swarthmore College 

































’ ee a 
ay 


bot Re, on ’ 
SO Fg if rae 
sBP or : NK 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 








Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Conversion Center Gets Charter in Supreme Court Decision 
German Evangelicals Warn of Dangers in Revival of Confessional 
NAE Sees Increasing Secularization in Federal Aid 


CONVERSION CENTER GETS CHARTER 


The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, in 
a 6-1 decision, directed that a charter be 
issued to the Conversion Center, Inc., 
of Havertown, a Philadelphia suburb. 

The action reversed a decision by 
Judge William R. Toal of the Delaware 
County Court, who refused a charter to 
the group because it proposed to con- 
centrate its activities on the “evangeli- 
zation and conversion of adherents of 
the Roman Catholic faith, providing 
spiritual, temporal and financial assist- 
ance, especially to their converted 
clergy.” 

Justice T. McKeen Chidsey, who 
wrote the Supreme Court majority de- 
cision, held that the announced pur- 
poses of the Conversion Center could 
not be declared “unlawful or injurious 
to the public.” 

Testimony given by the incorporators, 
he said, indicated that they wanted to 
be “straightforward and honest” in stat- 
ing that emphasis would be placed on 
the conversion of Roman Catholics. 
Justice Chidsey noted that they were 
“reputable citizens” of different religi- 
ous denominations and pointed out that 
no one had appeared in opposition to 
granting the charter. 

The testimony showed, he said, that 
the work of the center would be carried 
on “peacefully” and that “violence, boy- 
cotts and sanctions” would be discour- 
a 

Judge Chidsey added that if activities 
of the center should result in a breach 
of the peace, sanctions of the law were 
available without “unconstitutionally 
infringing upon the liberties protected 
by the state and federal constitutions.” 

Justice Michael A. Musmanno filed a 
sharp dissent which declared that by or- 
dering the charter to be granted, the 
high court paved the way for “unleash- 
ing the winds of intolerance, the gales 
of prejudice and the forces of hate and 
ignorance.” 

He charged the seven incorporators 
with the intent of carrying on “aggres- 
sively and militantly” a campaign to get 
“Catholic priests and nuns to break 
their vows and leave the Church to 
which they have dedicated their souls, 
their lives, their fortunes and their des- 
tinies.” 
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Later Justice Musmanno was directed 
to amend his minority opinion for abu- 
sive language directed to the defense 
counsel, Robert C. Grasberger, of Phila- 
delphia. 


REVIVAL OF CONFESSIONAL HIT 


The League of Reformed Churches in 
Germany criticized what it said is a 
movement inside the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID) toward a general 
revival of individual confession of sins. 

A statement issued by the modera- 
men, or top management body, of the 
League, said “we must warn against the 
false view that the confession of sins to 
a preacher or another brother necessar- 
ily brings forth absolution by virtue of 
the confession itself or by virtue of a 
supernatural authority of the preacher.” 

The Evangelical Church in Germany 
comprises Lutheran, Reformed and 
United Churches, the latter consisting 
of both Lutheran and Reformed bodies. 

The moderamen said it did not ques- 
tion the need for increased spiritual 
care “from person to person,” but 
warned against the word “confession.” 

“With this word,” it said, “people in- 
variably associate the idea of a confes- 
sion of sins before a ‘priest’ which is 
bound to certain specific forms.” 

Declaring that use of the word con- 
fession is “a retreat behind the line of 
the Reformation,” the moderamen add- 
ed: 

“It is not without reason that the fa- 
thers of the Reformation fought against 
auricular confession—against the priest- 
ly claim to power and judgment which 
manifested itself in the medieval prac- 
tice of confession and against the false 
security which men drew from the 
priestly word, which was not the word 
of God.” 

The General Synod of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ger- 
many (VELKD) went on record in 1952 
in favor of reviving individual confes- 
sion. It approved a draft chapter of a 
new Church Order which stated that all 
pastors should be ready to hear confes- 
sion and give absolution. 

Meanwhile, some Protestant pastors 
in West Germany have already started 
the practice of hearing individual con- 
fessions. Individual confession was abol- 


ished by the Protestant Church in Ger- 
many around 1700. The practice was re- 
introduced formally in Bavaria in the 
middle of the nineteenth century but 
was observed only in isolated cases. 


NAE OPPOSES AID TO EDUCATION 


The National Association of Evangel- 
icals took a strong stand against federal 
aid to education at its fifteenth annual 
convention in Buffalo. 

“Our public schools are becoming in- 
creasingly secularized and, in our judg- 
ment, federal aid would facilitate this 
tendency,” the resolution stated. 

“Federal aid is a departure from our 
traditional American position of indiv- 
idual responsibility and growth, and 
tends toward socialism, the first step to- 
ward totalitarianism.” 

The delegates reversed a stand taken 
several years ago criticizing the Voice of 
America for failure to give the world “a 
proper reflection of the evangelical 
Christian faith.” 

The current resolution praised the 
U. S. Information Agency for “forward 
steps now being taken in the handling 
of religious information” and urged 
churches to “lend all possible support 
to the agency.” 

In other resolutions the Association: 

1. Reaffirmed “our conviction of the 
necessity of separation of Church and 
State as a prerequisite of religious lib- 
erty.” 

2. Favored legislation to control “in- 
sidious” liquor advertising and propa- 
ganda and legislation to prohibit liquor 
service aboard all American commercial 
and military passenger planes. 

8. Opposed U. S. recognition of Red 
China on the grounds “it would be un- 
questionably immoral and_ un-Chris- 
tian.” 

4. Assured Evangelist Billy Graham 
of “united prayerful support” of his 
New York crusade. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS, NOT TRANQUILIZERS 


A psychology professor and counselor 
declares that Sunday schools rather than 
tranquilizing drugs can help individuals 
face up to the complex problems of 
modern living. 

Dr. Donald Bell, director of graduate 
studies at the Southwestern Baptist The- 
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ological Seminary, made this observa- 
tion in an address to the annual meet- 
ing in Dallas of the Texas Baptist Sun- 
day School Convention. 

Warning that the widespread use of 
tranquilizing drugs “indicates a danger- 
ous trend fast becoming evident in 
American life,” he said there was a fur- 
ther danger “of our becoming a gener- 
ation of people afraid to face up to the 
issues.” 

In contrast to the use of tranquilizers, 
Dr. Bell said, are the Sunday schools 
which “offer study that provides real 
and dramatic examples of the struggles 
and triumphs of Biblical characters to 
show that, actually, healthy people are 
always faced with difficulties.” 

Dr. Bell added that too many people 
realize too late in life that the things 
they have spent their lives for are not 
satisfying. 

“Caught up in the momentum of 
materialism and things, they have lived 
too long with the wrong standard of 
values,” he said. “The churches of our 
day can make a great contribution by 
teaching a true scale of values. And the 
modern Sunday school, with its total 
program of development, can provide 
wholesome social activity which gives 
meaning to life.” 

The educator made it clear that tran- 
quilizing drugs, when prescribed by a 
doctor, are “wonderful aids.” But he 
said that “one is alarmed to hear ad- 
vertisements for patent medicine tran- 
quilizers on the market.” 

He called such drugs “only one type 
of evasion being used by the American 
people today.” Other forms of evasion, 
he said, are alcohol, preoccupation, en- 
tertainment, “a passion for making mon- 
ey, and leisure time—all methods to 
avoid the realities of life.” 


BIBLE BALLOONS FOR RUSSIA 


Billy James Hargis, Tulsa evangelist, 
announced plans to launch balloons 
containing 250,000 portions of the Bible 
into Russia and its satellite countries 
during the first two weeks in May. He 
said the Scriptures will be translated 
into six languages. 

The evangelist said this would be the 
fifth such launching to be made from 
the border of West Germany by his 
“Christian Crusade” movement. The 
movement claims it has floated over one 
million Bible portions into Communist- 
dominated territories in the past four 
years. 

Mr. Hargis said each of the 50,000 
hydrogen gas balloons would carry five 
Bible portions. 


OPPOSES AID TO SPAIN, COLOMBIA 


A spokesman for Protestants and Oth- 
er Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State urged in Washington 
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that American economic aid to Spain 
and Colombia be stopped until the 
State Department “is convinced that 
religious liberty for all faiths has been 
restored” in those countries. 

Dr. C. Stanley Lowell, associate execu- 
tive director, told the Senate special sub- 
committee on foreign aid that millions 
of dollars in economic and technical aid 
and surplus food have been going to 
both countries. 

“We concede that our aid should not 
be used as an instrument for political 
or economic domination of any coun- 
try,” he said. “It is not for us to tell a 
foreign government which receives our 
aid that it must establish religious lib- 
erty, but we do have a moral obligation 
to state our belief that it ought to estab- 
lish religious liberty.” 

Dr. Lowell charged that 200 Protest- 
ant schools have been closed in Colom- 
bia since 1948, some 47 Protestant 
churches have been destroyed by fire or 
dynamite, and 77 Colombia Protestants 
“have been killed because of their re- 
ligious faith.” He said many Protestant 
churches remain closed in Spain and 
Protestants have been placed under 
many civil disabilities there because of 
their religious belief. 


ASSEMBLIES REACH MILLION MARK 


World-wide membership in the As- 
semblies of God, a Pentecostal body, 
reached 1,046,172 at the end of 1956— 
the first time the denomination passed 
the million mark since it was founded 
in 1914, 

The Church’s national headquarters 
reported here that membership in the 
United States hit an all-time high of 
470,361, while Assemblies of God in 
foreign mission fields number 575,811. 

A spokesman for the denomination 
said membership in the church body 
has increased 65 per cent in the past ten 
years. 

The Church now has 7,916 congrega- 
tions in this country, and some 14,000 
ordained and licensed ministers. Sunday 
school pupils in the U. S. number 824,- 
096. 


NEW JERUSALEM INSTITUTE 


American ministers and theological 
students will get a chance to do biblical 
studies in Israel and try their hand in 
excavating ancient biblical sites under 
a project being developed by a group 
of Minnesota conservative Protestants. 

A corporation they have organized, 
the Israel-American Institute of Biblical 
Studies, plans to start a graduate theo- 
logical school in Jerusalem in Septem- 
ber, 1958. 

The director will be Dr. G. Douglas 
Young, who will spend the summer in 
Israel, working with Dr. Ygael Yadin, 
famed Israeli soldier-scholar. They will 


excavate at the site of the ancient bibli- 
cal city of Hazor, a military stronghold 
in Joshua’s time. 


INDIAN MISSIONARIES: TO THAILAND 


Two missionary couples will soon be 
sent to Thailand by the Church of 
South India, it was announced in 
Madras. 

They will go there as soon as negoti- 
ations have been completed with the 
Church of Christ in Thailand. 

The Thailand Church is said to be 
anxious to have fraternal workers from 
other Asian countries. Church leaders 
here feel that Buddhists in Thailand, 
who emphasize the Indian origin of 
their religion, might listen with special 
interest to Christian missionaries from 
India. 

The Church of South India was form- 
ed in 1947 through the merger of Angli- 
can, Methodist, Presbyterian, Congrega- 
tional and Reformed bodies. 


TV CALLED WORSHIP AID 


A Washington clergyman is thinking 
of buying a television camera “to keep 
it turned on my congregation all the 
time.” 

Dr. Theodore H. Palmquist, pastor of 
Foundry Methodist Church, told a meet- 
ing of the Washington Federation of 
Churches that a recent telecast of a 
series of services from his church had 
an electrifying effect on the congrega- 
tion. 

“I was amazed at the difference it 
made,” he said. “Nobody nodded dur- 
ing the sermon; nobody yawned; every- 
body sang the hymns; and every head 
was reverently bowed during the prayer. 

“You see,” he added, “nobody wanted 
to have a neighbor say, ‘I saw you sleep- 
ing during the sermon at your church’ 
and you can never tell when that cam- 
era is focused on a close-up of the con- 
gregation.” 

In a more serious vein, Dr. Palmquist 
asked, “Why can’t we all behave as 
though the television cameras were 
turned on us? After all, God is with us 
any time we are at worship and isn’t 
what He sees more important than what 
the neighbors see?” 


35,000,000 GIDEON BIBLES 


Gideons International recently pre- 
sented its 35,000,000th Bible to an ex- 
ecutive of the world’s largest hotel. 

The handsome blue-leather, India- 
paper volume was accepted by George 
McSwain in the tower of the 3,000-room 
Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago. 

Mr. McSwain, administrative assistant 
to the executive vice-president of the 
twenty-nine-hotel Hilton group, ob- 
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The Authority 
the Holy Spirit 


By D. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES 


No aspect of the Christian faith has been so 
tragically neglected and misunderstood, yet the 
Church, aware of her impotence, seems to seek 
authority everywhere else 


AS we approach our subject of the authority of the Holy 
Spirit, I should like to make two or three preliminary re- 
marks. The first is that this third division of the subject of 
authority is, from a practical standpoint, certainly the 
most important of all. 

Notice that I say from a practical standpoint. What I 
mean is that all we have been considering heretofore (the 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ and the authority of 
the Scriptures) will be of no value to us unless we know 
and experience the authority of the Holy Spirit. We can 
study the authority of the Lord and of the Scriptures in a 
purely intellectual manner. We may have intellectual con- 
victions, but that does not of necessity affect our lives and 
our work. Only when the authority of the Holy Spirit 
comes to bear upon us do all these things become real and 
living and powerful to us. More than that, all that we may 
believe about the Scriptures and about the Lord Himself 
can only be applied in our ministry, and become relevant 
therefore to the world and its situation, as we are under 
the authority and power of the Holy Spirit. So from the 
practical standpoint there is no question but that this is 
the most important matter of all. 

In the second place, there is often conflict in the minds 
of people between the authority of the Scriptures and the 
authority of the Holy Spirit. Now this is a subject that in 
and of itself merits careful and prolonged treatment. But 
we cannot stay with it because our concern at the moment 
is to do something else. I would just remind you in passing 
that in the seventeenth century this conflict became acute 
among the Puritans, and in a sense divided them into two 
main groups. Those who asserted that nothing mattered 
except the authority of the Spirit became known as Quak- 
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ers. They said that nothing mattered but the Inner Light, 
the inner witness, the inner experience, an inner power. 
And they tended to deprecate the Scriptures, some of them 
going so far as to say that the Scriptures were not even 
necessary at all. That attitude provoked a reaction in the 
other party who tended perhaps to deprecate somewhat 
the place and influence and authority of the Spirit, and 
to emphasize exclusively the authority of the Scriptures. 

Now this, surely, is a thoroughly artificial and false anti- 
thesis. Believing as we do, and as we have seen, that it is 
the Holy Spirit Himself who inspired and guided men to 
write the Scriptures, it should be clear to us that it is ob- 
viously His intention that the Scriptures should be used. 
To create such an antithesis, therefore, is to do something 
that is false and artificial. But beyond that the Scriptures 
exhort us to search, to examine and to test the spirits. Un- 
fortunately there are evil spirits as well as the Holy Spirit. 
And these evil spirits are ever attacking us and trying to 
influence us. “We wrestle not against flesh and blood,” 
says the great Apostle, “but against principalities and pow- 
ers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies” (Eph. 6:12). These 
spirits would mislead us, would delude us, would lead us 
into error. So the only way by which we can prove, ex- 
amine, and test the spirits and ourselves is by the Word. It 
seems, therefore, that the Holy Spirit normally speaks to 
us through the Word. He takes His own Word, He illum- 
ines and enlightens it, and takes our minds and illumines 
them, and thus we are made receptive to the Word. In this 
way we are able to check all the experiences that we may 
have, and we may be sure that we are not being led astray 
or deluded. 

It is not, therefore, right to speak of the Spirit or the 
Word, but rather of the Spirit and the Word, especially 
the Spirit through the Word. So this antithesis which tends 
to be perpetuated in some quarters even today is one which 
we must avoid. 

My third general remark is that of all the aspects of this 
question of authority, it seems to me that there is none 
which is so neglected today as the authority of the Spirit. 
A great deal of attention is given to the Person of our 
Lord and His authority. There is certainly great interest 
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in the Scriptures and in their authority. But how little do 
we hear, comparatively speaking, about the Holy Spirit and 
His authority. If I were to hazard an opinion I would say 
that no aspect of the Christian faith has been so tragically 
neglected and perhaps misunderstood as this particular one. 

Why is that? It is important that we should ask that ques- 
tion, because as we come to answer it we shall be forced to 
examine ourselves. Here, I verily believe, we are dealing 
with the main source of weakness in modern evangelicalism. 

What are the reasons for this? I think that one is respect- 
ability and our great concern about dignity. That is the 
fatal word which, it seems to me, came in somewhere about 
the middle of the nineteenth century. The fathers had been 
born in an atmosphere of great religious awakenings and 
revivals. They were men who were alive to the movements 
of the Spirit. They were not very much concerned about 
themselves and their dignity, and their position. But toward 
the middle of the last century this other idea came in, and 
men began to talk about the need of “dignified” service. 
So they began to put greater emphasis upon the intellec- 
tual equipment and training of the minister rather than 
upon his conversion and his being filled with the Spirit, 
and his spiritual insight and authority. This was done in or- 
der that we might have a “dignified” service. And they be- 
gan to pay more and more attention to forms and cere- 
monies. 

At the same time came a kind of pride of learning and 
of knowledge. As popular education spread, people said 
that the church needed a more educated ministry. It was 
argued that people who were going to primary and secon- 
dary schools and to universities could no longer be content 
with the old kind of preaching. All this comes under the 
general heading of “respectability,” and it undoubtedly 
had the effect of “quenching the Spirit.” The desire for 
a cultured educated ministry is of course right, but not in 
and of itself, and never at the expense of the spiritual ele- 
ment. That is one explanation. Another, which is closely 
related, is our horror and fear of enthusiasm. There has 
been a horror of excesses. We hear of various sects and 
denominations which put a great deal of emphasis upon 
the work and ministry and authority of the Spirit, but we 
say at once, “Look at their excesses. Look at the things 
they do. Look at their lack of control.” And we have be- 
come so horrified at the thought of excesses that, 1 suggest, 
we have allowed ourselves to be driven so far to the other 
extreme as to be undoubtedly guilty of quenching the 
Spirit and grieving the Spirit. 

Now this charge of enthusiasm has ever been brought 
against evangelicals. It was brought against George White- 
field, John Wesley and their coadjutors two hundred years 
ago. They were charged with being “enthusiasts.” It was 
the charge that bishops and others always brought against 
them. However, it did not concern those men or frighten 
them. But the modern evangelical, the modern Christian, 
seems horrified and terrified of this, as if there were some- 
thing inherently and essentially wrong in being really moved 
and roused and at times almost taken out of himself and 
his own control. Far be it from me to attempt to defend ex- 
cesses or fanaticism, but 1 am certain that our danger today 
is to be so afraid of such things as to be guilty of quenching 
the Spirit. 

In the last analysis, of course, it all comes back to the 
question of pride. We are so concerned about ourselves and 
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our self-importance that we are almost afraid to allow even 
the Holy Spirit to gain control, lest we might find ourselves 
doing something or saying something, or appearing in a 
guise which does not accord fully with our ideas of what 
befits the modern educated, sophisticated individual. 

There is no doubt at all that a study of this subject is 
the greatest need in the church at present. But, alas, the 
church today, as the church has tended to do in former 
times, seems to be neglecting this, and is seeking a source 
of authority almost everywhere else. She is aware of the 
fact that she is more or less impotent, that she is not making 
an impact upon the world, and she is conscious that what 
she needs is authority. But in the search for authority, she 
seems to turn in every conceivable direction apart from 
the authority of the Holy Spirit. 

Now I feel that it is of value to us, and not merely a 
matter of historical interest, to realize that the church to- 
day is repeating almost exactly what she has done in pre- 
vious centuries. If you go back to the history of the church 
at the end of the seventeenth and beginning of the 
eighteenth century, you will find that people had become 
aware of the fact that Christianity was not counting. The 
rationalists of the latter seventeenth century and the Deists 
and others were delivering their lectures and printing their 
books. And the church seemed to be quite helpless. So a 
number of Christians met together and said, “What can 
we do to reassert the authority of the church and of the 
truth?” They decided that the best plan was to found a new 
lectureship. So they established what are called the Boyle 
Lectures which are still given every year. What was the ob- 
ject of these lectures? It was simply to defend the Chris- 
tian faith, to produce a system of arguments and apologetics 
in defense of the faith. Then at the same time that great 
man, that great intellect Bishop Butler, working along 
the same lines and in agreement with this idea, wrote his 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Ssaiah 





THE LORD, THE LORD OF HOSTS (10:16) 


Here the names of God are marshalled to announce the 
judgment and doom of the enemies of Israel. The first name 
is haAdon, the Sovereign Master, spelled so that the first let- 
ter is the breath, the Spirit. The second name is Jehovah 
Sabaoth, the Eternal of the Armies. We have already seen 
these two names in the first chapter, together with the name 
the Mighty One of Israel. There the three names intro- 
duced warning and judgment upon His own people. Now 
He speaks the doom of Assyria. A careful study of the 
names of God in Scripture reveals His various attributes. 
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous man 
runs into it and is safe” (Prov. 18:10). David sings, “The 
Lord answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the 
God of Jacob protect you!” (Ps. 20:1 RSV). And in the 
name of the Lord destruction will come upon the enemies 


of His le (Ps. 118:10-12). 
ow Lord, we magnify Thy Name. 


AMONG HIS FAT ONES LEANNESS (10:16) 


The enemy may have become fat through conquest, but 
he will be forced to disgorge all that he has swallowed. The 
stout warriors will be brought down by a wasting sickness. 
The booty that was taken will be lost; the spoiler will be 
despoiled. God has given us a score of illustrations through- 
out history: Every Caesar has lost his empire; every Napo- 
leon has hurled his waves against distant rocks and has 
seen his tide recede, to rise no more. And so will it be in 
the future when the last great Assyrian will think to en- 
gulf Israel. At first he will succeed, but a wasting leanness 
will bring him low. It should be noted that this divine 
principle is for all, even God’s own people. They wanted 
their own way and they got it—but at what a price! “He 
gave them their request but sent leanness into their soul” 
(Ps. 106:16.) 

Lord, we want Thy way and not the leanness of our own way. 


UNDER HIS GLORY (10:16) 


The Glory was a phenomenon found throughout all of 
God’s dealings with His people. It was a cloud, light 
towards Israel and darkness towards the Egyptians (Exod. 
14:20). It was over the camp of Israel to lead them (Num. 
9), and above the ark of the tabernacle. It was the glory 
that shone around the shepherds when Christ was born 
(Luke 2:9), and the cloud in which Jesus ascended into 
Heaven (Acts 1:9), and in which He will return (I Thess. 
4:17; Rev. 1:7). From under this glory—the holiness of 
God—the burning fire will be kindled. Those who do not 
understand the wrath of God have not understood the 
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holiness, righteousness and justice of God. It is from the 
altar, symbol of the cross, that the angel casts fire into the 
earth for the final judgments (Rev. 8:5). 

Lord, we thank Thee that the cloud is light towards us. 


HE SHALL KINDLE A BURNING. . . BURNING (10:16) 


If the glory is that of the Lord, the burning comes from 
the holiness of God to consume all that is of man. The 
Hebrew may also be interpreted to mean the glory of the 
Assyrian, and in such case the glory of man will be de- 
stroyed. The Lord describes the judgment in terms of a 
forest fire. The Hebrew language conveys sound effects, 
and nowhere are they more evident than here. The whole 
passage is so phrased that “we can hear the crackling, and 
sputtering and hissing of the fire as it seizes upon every- 
thing in reach.” The Hebrew reads: v’tachat k’bohdu yekad 
yekod kikod. The judgments of the Lord are sure and 
righteous altogether, and they have been planned down to 
the last flickering flame. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy thoroughness. 


THE LIGHT OF ISRAEL SHALL BE FOR A FIRE (10:17) 


Jesus Christ is the light of Israel, and certainly we have 
here a Messianic prophecy. It is awesome to realize that 
before Jesus Christ can be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
as a revelation to them (Luke 2:32), He must first be a 
fire to consume them. This is the divine order: first judg- 
ment, then blessing—both proceeding from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He is also the Holy One of Israel, and is so desig- 
nated many times in the Scriptures (II Ki. 19:22; 25 times 
in Isaiah), as well as in the great prophecy of the resurrec- 
tion, “Thou wilt not suffer thine Holy One to see corrup- 
tion” (Ps. 16:10, diff’'t. Heb. word). This is one of many 
statements of the great truth that judgment comes from the 
Redeemer. If men will not have Christ as their Savior they 
must have Him as their Judge. 

Lord, give us the warmth and not the fire of Thy light. 


HIS THORNS AND HIS BRIARS IN ONE DAY (10:17) 


Just as God had promised that the thorns and briars in 
Israel would be consumed (9:18) so He announces that the 
thorns and briars of the Assyrian will be burned. If judg- 
ment for evil will burn within the chosen of God, how 
much more will it burn in the camp of those who reject 
Him? This was literally accomplished in the defeat of 
Sennacherib when 185,000 men were destroyed in one night, 
and the king was forced to flee. I am convinced that this 
first fulfilment is merely incidental and that it took place as 
a token of what will happen when the Assyrian of the 
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future, the great enemy of Israel, is brought to ultimate 

judgment. In that day all judgment will come to its climax 

and all the grace and wrath of God will be poured out. 
Lord, Thy grace through Christ, and Thy grace alone. 


THE GLORY OF FOREST AND FIELD (10:18) 


The judgment of God will be complete. His fires will 
burn not only the underbrush but the mightiest trees and 
the crops in adjoining fields. High places and low alike 
will know the judgment of God. The New Testament de- 
scribes the same scene: “When the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from Heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, in- 
flicting vengeance upon those who do not know God and 
upon those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
They shall suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and 
exclusion from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might when he comes’ on that day to be glori- 
fied . . .” (II Thess. 1:7-10). When we realize afresh that 
all of this is in the future, we know how fully God will 
complete that which He has decreed. 

Lord, we are grateful that we are on Thy side. 


AS WHEN A SICK MAN WASTES AWAY (10:18) 


The King James translators thought the original word 
came from a root for a standard bearer and, spiritually, 
this rendition is not far wrong. When the flag-bearer was 
captured in ancient warfare, the rout of his army was near 
and sure. But the true figure indicates a group of people 
watching at the bedside of a dying man, nodding to each 
other that the end is near, that the end is nearer, that the 
end has come. Then it is said that so few will remain that 
a child can write the number. There is a rabbinical legend 
that there were only ten survivors of Sennecherib’s rout, 
and since the Hebrew sign for ten was a yot, hardly 
larger than our apostrophe, even a child could write the 
number. 


Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost reduce 
truth to simple terms. 


IN THAT DAY (10:20) 


Some people look upon these prophecies only as histori- 
cal records of the past. But such transitions as this carry 
us far into the future and teach us that God has so ordered 
history that little pageants with small numbers of men mov- 
ing on small stages are perfect pictures of huge judgments 
with multitudes of men and the forces of Satan marching 
on vast stages of final judgment. It shall come to pass in 
that day that no man will be able to say that he did not 
know that judgment was sure. The fact that men do 
not understand that the old prophets were indeed fore- 
tellers as well as forth-tellers will not excuse them. Prophecy 
is history written in advance. We do well, indeed, to pay 
attention to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place 


(II Pet. 1:19). 
Lord, we thank Thee for that coming day. 


THE REMNANT (10:20) 


God's people Israel, is composed of two groups—the 
many (Dan. 9:27), and the remnant (here and in many 
places). The many are those who do not believe His Word 
and follow Him, the remnant are those who will do so. 
In Acts 15:16, 17 God gives the order of the return and 
blessing. After taking out a people for His name, that is, 
after the church age, the Second Coming will occur, and 
the Messiah will build again the dwelling of David which 
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is fallen down so that the “residue of men,” i.e., the rem- 
nant of Israeli men, will seek after the Lord, and so will 
all the Gentiles who are of the elect. God lias made two 
simple divisions within the human race: those who are not 
the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and those who 
are. Among the latter are those selected for special service, 
and those who are not. And across all these lines in our age 
are those who are in the true Church, the body of Christ. 
Lerd, we thank Thee that we are Thine. 


aan NO MORE LEAN ON HIM THAT SMOTE THEM 
10: 


The way men behave would seem strange if we had not 
been told how far they are from God. What fools men are 
in their political alliances! The western world had two 
enemies and leaned for a while on Russia against Germany. 
As soon as Germany was conquered, that same world began 
to lean towards Germany and away from Russia. There are 
those who wish to lean on the Vatican and away from Com- 
munism, not realizing that when one leans on a broken 
stick he will ultimately be deeply pierced and wounded. 
Hosea tells us how Ephraim sought an alliance with the 
Assyrian as soon as God troubled him “as a moth” (Hos. 
5:12, 13). Then God had to be to Ephraim “as a lion.”. But 
the day will come, God Himself tells us, when His people 
will no longer stupidly make alliances with the powers 
of the enemy. 

Lord, give us sense quickly. 


THEY SHALL LEAN UPON THE LORD, THE HOLY ONE 
OF ISRAEL, IN TRUTH (10:20) 


When we lean upon the Lord, we confess that He knows 
best and that He alone can do what is best for us. When 
we lean away from the Lord it is because our adamic na- 
ture is out to have its own way. But God, because He is 
God, must always disappoint all hopes that are not founded 
on Himself, and He has determined that we shall learn 
the great lesson of putting our trust in Him. This is why 
every other prop must break, every other support must fail. 
We sing the great hymn: Stayed upon Jehovah, Hearts are 
fully blessed, Finding as He promised Perfect peace and 
rest. What is true for us as individuals was true and will 
be true for Israel. We can thank the Lord for His certain 
assurance that Israel will lean on Him. 

Lord, may I lean on Thee alone. 


THE REMNANT SHALL RETURN (10:21) 


Satan hates the idea that God will keep all His promises 
to Israel, but this verse is one of many guarantees that the 
remnant will return. It is further tied down by the sup- 
plementary clause that it is “even the remnant of Jacob” 
that will return. Anyone who teaches that the Lord will not 
restore Jacob literally to the land of promise goes against 
all principles of biblical exposition. This verse is even 
more certain when read in Hebrew, for the phrase is shear 
jashub. Turn back to Chapter 7 where God instructs Isaiah 
to present his son before Ahaz as a symbol. His name is 
Shear-jashub, “a remnant shall return” (7:3). The literal 
return of the Jews to full control of the land of Israel, and 
much more, is as certain as the cross of Jesus Christ and as 
sure as the promises of God. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost not change. 


(Continued on page 28) 
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THE 


MAJOR THESES 
OF NEO-ORTHODOXY 


By BERNARD RAMM 


How much is new and how much 
orthodox in this most recent 


theological development? 


Necorthodoxy has its roots deep in the nineteenth cen- 

tury, but it did not become a distinct movement till 
after World War I. Just as 1517 is taken as a conventional 
date for the commencement of the Reformation, 1799 is 
taken as the official date of the commencement of religious 
liberalism; for in that year Schleiermacher published his 
famous Addresses. Even so the second edition of Barth’s 
epistle to the Romans (Rémerbrief, 1921) may be taken as 
the conventional date for the commencement of neo-ortho- 
doxy. It is our intention to give in this article some of the 
major theses of neo-orthodoxy with no pretense of giving 
an exhaustive list. Such a list with its comparisons and con- 
trasts with orthodoxy can help the theologically uninitiated 
to grasp some of the fundamentals of this new and revolu- 
tionary theology. 

1. Neo-orthodox theologians agree that liberalism, Cath- 
olicism, and Protestant orthodoxy (special targets of attack 
being stout continental Lutheranism and American funda- 
mentalism) are dead-end streets in theology. Neo-orthodoxy 
does grant that there is a greater theological seriousness 
and substance in orthodoxy than in liberalism, but even so 
all three traditional interpretations of Christianity suffer 
from serious defects and are unacceptable. Barth, for ex- 
ample, spares none of these movements, and on any given 
page the reader may expect to find Barth’s theological mor- 
tar fire aimed at one of them. 

2. There is a general agreement among the neo-ortho- 
dox that the orthodox conception of the Bible (while con- 
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taining a valid element) is, for the most part, wrong. The 
orthodox doctrine of verbal inspiration is the post-Reforma- 
tion maneuver of the orthodox to combat the infallible 
Church or papacy with an infallible book. The orthodox 
presume the Bible to be inerrant in its statements of fact, 
and infallible in its utterances about doctrine. 

The neo-orthodox counter by saying the theological va- 
lidity of the Bible does not depend on its verbal inspiration, 
or its infallibility, or its inerrancy. Further, criticism of the 
Bible has demonstrated that such theses about the Bible 
are indefensible. The general theses of the non-conservative 
(in many instances, radical) critics are accepted, which in- 
volves a denial of the traditional view of the Scriptures. 
Further, in that the Bible is not revelation per se, but a 
witness and recollection of revelation (conceived as an 
encounter, not as a communication of truth), it need not 
be infallible or inerrant. 

Neo-orthodoxy does offer resistance to radical biblical 
criticism when the critic attempts to distill some sort of 
hybrid theological system from his critical conclusions. 
While neo-orthodoxy will grant the critic his place under 
the sun, it does not believe that critical assertions are the 
bases for theological understanding of the Bible. 

8. The concept binding the neo-orthodox school into 
some sort of unity is the doctrine of revelation. According 
to the neo-orthodox interpretation of orthodoxy, the ortho- 
dox believe that revelation is the communication of propo- 
sitions from God to man. Because these propositions are 
from God they possess divine authority and men are under 
obligation to assent to them. 

But, claim the neo-orthodox, this builds a fire under or- 
thodoxy. For example, belief in some proposition in the 
Old Testament about some irrelevant matter (or even scien- 
tific blunder!) is placed on the same level as faith in Jesus 
Christ. The orthodox must defend the consistency or unity 
or coherence of these propositions, whereas biblical criticism 
has demonstrated that the Bible is a mosaic of contrasting 
theologies. The orthodox must defend the inerrancy of the 
Bible, which modern science has shown to be patently er- 
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rant. The orthodox are forced to define faith as mental 
assent to true propositions and so must intellectualize faith 
and rob it of its profound spiritual and soul-transforming 
power. 

To the contrary, the neo-orthodox assert that revelation 
is an event, an encounter. Revelation is a meeting of per- 
sons—the divine and the human. Doctrine itself is not revel- 
ation but doctrines are pointers, indicators, directors, prom- 
ises, witnesses about revelation. If revelation is the divine- 
human encounter and the Bible and its doctrine fallible 
but dependable witnesses to revelation, then we are under 
no obligation to defend the inerrancy of the Bible or its 
doctrinal infallibility. 

4. Doctrines (to the neo-orthodox) are not so many 
eternally true propositions but are possibilities. If doctrines 
were revealed propositions, a sinner could mentally assent 
to them without any change of heart. If there are no doc- 
trines, religion would be nebulous. By interpreting doc- 
trines as possibilities neo-orthodoxy attempts to retain the 
form-giving character of doctrine without falling prey to 
orthodox intellectualism. Thus a doctrine as a possibility 
has no meaning till it is caught up into a vital, spiritual ex- 
perience. The doctrine of the atonement, for example, is no 
eternal, infallible religious proposition but a witness, a 
pointer, an indicator. When God approaches me with the 
message of forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, and I 
respond by faith and obedience to this witness, then the 
doctrine “comes alive” and “shares” in my profound ex- 
perience and so atonement is realized or actualized. Or, the 
doctrine of the resurrection is a witness to an event in the 
history of Christ, and a possibility in my own experience. 
Thus the meaning of the resurrection is only a possibility 
till it is actualized by my own new life in Christ. 

5. One of the more difficult of the neo-orthodox theses 
is that theological statements are essentially paradoxes. If 
the truthfulness of a statement is obvious we say the state- 
ment is univocal or unequivocal. If the statement is false 
we say it is a contradiction. But if a statement appears to 
be false, but actually is true, we call it a paradox. Thus to 
walk around the world, we must walk in a straight line. 


The neo-orthodox insist that theological statements must 
always be paradoxical in form. The orthodox desire for con- 
sistency, or coherence, or system reveals a complete mis- 
understanding of the nature of a statement of theology. 
Consistency, coherence, and system belong to the earthly 
sphere (logic, mathematics, and science), but not to the 
divine sphere. The very heart of Christianity is a paradox, 
the supreme paradox of the God-man. God and man are 
contradictory notions and therefore the Incarnation, which 
is true, is a paradox and not a contradiction or a simple 
univocal statement. The temptation is for men to relieve 
the paradox, to explain it away, or to smooth it out. But if 
it is a true paradox none of this will do. Thus the efforts 
of some of the orthodox theologians to explain the incarna- 
tion by a special application of the doctrine of the sub- 
conscious was an unchristian, ill-conceived effort. 

Another example of the paradoxical is the proposition 
that man is morally accountable, and man inevitably sins. 
Both assertions are true: man is responsible to God, and 
man can never get through life without sinning. We have 
here then a paradox which no man can resolve, and which 
is not a contradiction. 

There are two.fundamental reasons why neo-orthodoxy 
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makes so much of the theological paradox. ‘The first is that 
man is limited, finite, historically and culturally condition- 
ed, and in sin; whereas God is the Wholly Other, perfect 
Holiness, and the Unconditioned. If man is such and God 
is such, man can have no univocal or unequivocal knowl- 
edge of God. Man is like a monkey with a coconut. The 
monkey cannot swallow the thing as a whole, but must 
gnaw one end and then the other. So man may examine 
one horn of the paradox and then the other, and must be 
content with that. All his assertions about God must in- 
evitably be paradoxical. 

The second reason is more religious than theological. A — 
paradox is the divine mode of exciting human faith. If I 
am confronted with a simple mathematical equation, or a 
well-known item of history, or some commonplace of sci- 
ence, I give my unemotional, unaroused, unexcited mental 
assent to the same. To speak of faith in this context is to 
abuse the word. But if I am confronted with the paradox 
of the incarnation (that this man is God in the flesh), my 
mind is arrested and stunned. Yet as I measure the need 
of my heart, and the promises of the paradox, I discover 
that it is the paradox which is the precise need of my heart. 
With a profound act of faith, with my soul religiously ex- 
cited by the paradox, I accept the paradox for the need of 
my soul. I do not attempt to explain the paradox, or to 
tone it down, or to modify it, but I accept it as it is by 
the motions of faith—by a profound, inward, emotional act 
of obedience and surrender. 

6. Stories may be classified as true or false, or fictional. 
Reliable history is true, a blunder in the writing of history 
is false, and a fable or novel is a fiction. The neo-orthodox 
believe that there is another classification—the myth. The 
neo-orthodox reason as follows: if such a story as the Fall 
had no real meaning, or no real significance, we should 
have nothing to do with it. It would belong to the mytho- 
poetic fancy of man emerging from barbarism to culture. 
But if such a story as the resurrection were of the same or- 
der of history as “Caesar crossed the Rubicon,” then un- 
holy eyes could have seen the risen Lord. There must be a 
special kind of theological history that is real without being 
scientific-objective. This sort of theological historical event 
which is real without being scientific-objective is a myth. 

Such a myth is not the typical myth of Greek and Roman 
mythology, for it differs from them in that it contains real, 
significant theological truth; nor is it straight history, for 
then it would cease to have a truly religious and theological 
character. A myth may refer to a general human actuality, 
a general human religious condition, a valid character of 
historical human existence (such as original righteousness 
and the Fall); or it may refer to an event in time as such 
but not available to secular historians (e.g., the virgin birth, 
or the resurrection). . 

7. The neo-orthodox believe that they are the real 
heirs of the Reformation and not the orthodox and least 
of all the Fundamentalists. What passes as orthodoxy and 
so-called Reformation theology is really a post-Reformation 
development which produced a Protestant scholasticism. 
Neo-orthodoxy claims that liberalism was a false version of 
Christianity, and orthodoxy a petrified version. The true 
descendants of the Reformers are neither the liberals nor 
the orthodox, but the neo-orthodox. 

The neo-orthodox claim to be one with the Reformers in 
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Sunday School Lessons 


HAROLD W. FIFE 





FACING FAMILY TENSIONS 


Every family united in love 
for Christ is witnessing to the reality of its faith 


JUNE 16, 1957 


Background Scripture: Genesis 37 
Devotional Sandiees Psalm 68:1-6 


Memory Selection: Ephesians 4:32 


INTRODUCTION Divisions and tensions in 

families are some of the 
saddest yet most common experiences of 
life. Surely there is no greater testimony to 
the reality of a living faith than a united 
and happy family of which Christ is truly 
Lord. But even to the Christian home, 
unity does not come inevitably or by acci- 
dent, and a great deal of spiritual defeat 
and mental stress in our homes and families 
could be avoided. Our lesson today takes us 
to the heart of such a domestic situation 
and reveals its causes and consequences, 
while our memory selection reminds us of 
the practical Christian answer. 


EXPOSITION 
Causes of the Tension 


None of the characters emerges from this 
story with a clean slate. Jacob, firstly by 
the polygamy which ee him a very mixed 
household (37:2), and secondly by his very 
obvious favoring of Joseph (vs. 3), sowed 
prolifically the seeds of coming division and 
heartache, as does every foolish and unjust 
parent who indulges in the luxury of fav- 
oritism. The great and beautiful love that 
Jacob had for Rachel (29:20), the long 
pase Hage during which they had eagerly 
awaited the birth of their son (30:1), the 
tragic death of Rachel, and the early prom- 
ise shown by Joseph (which was so won- 
derfully realized)—all these things contrast- 
ed with the churlishness and evil of the 
other sons would certainly have made it 
hard to show favoritism. But after all much 
of this Jacob had brought upon himself, 
and in any event it is the duty of a parent 
to exercise self-control in these matters. The 
sons of the handmaids Bilhah and Zilpah 
(perhaps understandably with their back- 
ground) appear to have shocked Joseph 
when at seventeen he was sent to work with 
them, and their subsequent conduct con- 
firms the evil report of them that he gave 
to his father (2b). Joseph, conscious of his 
father’s favor and dreaming of his own high 
destiny, further exacerbated his brothers 
by reporting their doings to his father and 
tactlessly telling his dreams to them (vs. 5). 
So the stage was set for the homely drama 
that was to bring terror and a long dis- 
cipline to Joseph, deep sorrow to Jacob, and 
guilt to his brothers. Undisciplined favor- 
itism of the parent, unconcealed pride in 
Joseph, and uncontrolled anger in his 
brothers, produced the tension that had to 
result in something’s breaking. These fac- 
tors still are at work in many families. 


Breaking Point 
The prosperity of Jacob is indicated 
by the fact that his sons were feeding some 
flocks in Shechem, sixty miles away from 
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Hebron where Jacob lived (vs. 14) and by 
the time Joseph reached them were twelve 
miles farther on in Dothan (vs. 17). The 
jealous hostility of his brothers now finds 
its Opportunity, and despite the terror and 
leadings of Joseph (42:21) and restrained 
rom murder only by the intercession of 
Reuben (vss. 21, 22), they cast him into a 
pit. There were many such cisterns dug in 
the earth to catch rain. They were quite 
deep and the apertures were so narrow as 
to make unaided escape impossible. While 
Reuben was away (possibly caring for the 
flocks), Joseph was sold as a slave to a 
passing Arab caravan (vss. 25-30) and, as 
we all know, eventually found his way to 
Potiphar in Egypt. But that was not the end 
—it never is when we give — to anger. It 
wasn’t the end of Joseph for whom God had 
greater purposes; it wasn’t the end for his 
brothers for through the long years that 
followed conscience gnawed at them and 
twenty-two years later found expression 
(42:22): it wasn’t the end for Jacob, for 
the sorrow cut deep and left a lasting scar 
(37:35; 42:38). So mounting, unresolved ten- 
sion in his home reached the breaking point, 
resulted in tragedy, and the entail reached 
down through the years in ways they had 
not dreamed possible. If we could see the 
co uences of our petty quarrels we would 
heal them immediately; for the basis of that 
healing we turn to our memory text. 
Heali 

It is significant that, although Jacob's 
family the birthright and covenant 
of God, throughout the whole melancholy 
story recorded in Genesis 37, there is no 
mention of God! Jacob’s love, Joseph's 
dreams and ambitions, the brothers’ reac- 
tions, Reuben’s intercession, and, finally, 
Jacob's profound sorrow—all were alike un- 
sanctified by the recognition of God. Small 
wonder that the family fell apart, for “the 
family that prays together, stays together.” 
In far too many of our so-called Christian 
homes God is relegated to the background— 
to an hour or two on Sundays—and family 
relationships are not vitally affected by our 
professed faith. As Christians, Christ must 
be Lord of all relationships, and this will 
be seen first in the home. The matchless 
teaching of the Ephesian letter leads into a 
detailed description of the Christian family, 
in which the husband/wife, parent/child 
relationships are all seen as made beautiful 
in Christ. But, when we fail and tension be- 
comes — Then we go back to the 
cross of Christ and, realizing our own sin 
and need and His great mercy and forgive- 
ness, go back to our partners and families 
with kindness and tender forgiveness. Such 
an attitude breaks the tension and releases 
deeper streams of love. Too often we re- 
serve our courtesies, compliments, and for- 
giveness to those outside our family circle, 
and the true and sincere love we have for 
our own folk remains dormant within. A 
real heart of love found in a fresh visit to 
Calvary, an honest confession of shortcom- 
ings, a sincere and spoken appreciation of 


our loved ones, the restoration of family 
prayers—and perhaps a box of candies for 
tangible expression would work miracles in 
many a Christian home! Not only are many 
families barren of love and understanding 
for lack of these things, but tensions are 
building up which, if not relieved, will 
reach breaking point and lead to disaster. 
Applied Christianity is the answer, but it 
must be applied to the wound and not left 
to vague generalities! 


SUMMARY The Christianity that 

speaks of the reconcilia- 
tion of sinful mankind to God the Father 
is alone adequate to effect reconciliation in 
the homes of His people. Every unhealed 
division is eloquent testimony to spiritual 
lack, and, contrariwise, each united Chris- 
tian family bears equally evident witness to 
the reality of faith. John sums it up very 
succinctly in words that are a challenge, 
“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth 
his brother, is in darkness even until now. 
He that loveth his brother abideth in the 
light, and there is none occasion of stumb- 
ling in him” (I John 2:9, 10). Are our 
homes and families in the light, or has 
there been a failure of the current of love? 


JUNE 23, 1957 
Recognizing God’s Providence 


Background Scripture: Genesis 39:1—41:52 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22 
Memory Selection: Psalm 103:17 


“The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord,” 
says David in Psalm 37:23, but that does 
not mean that all the steps of a man 
are easy or over smooth ground; for he 
goes on to say, “and He delighteth in his 
way. Though he fall, he shall not be utter- 
ly cast down, for the Lord upholdeth him 
with his hand.” Surely a picture there of 
a proud father teaching a baby to walk, 
steadying his podgy feet and picking him 
up as he stumbles! There must have been 
times when Joseph was hard put to it to 
detect God’s overshadowing hand. The 
fearful and deep waterhole into which he 
was cast, the Ishmaelites to whom he was 
sold, the Egyptian household in which he 
became a slave, must all have seemed a 
strange outworking of his dreams. But he 
had the finely tempered steel of faith in 
God in his character and even in adversity 
maintained a good confession. Even so he 
was subjected to an intolerable situation, 
false accusation, intemperate and unjust 
committal to a filthy dungeon, and broken 
promises, before the light dawned on his 
path and his dreams came true. If we 
would recognize God’s providence in our 
lives and in the world, we must look for it 
in shadowed as well as bright places and 
be prepared to trust where we cannot see. 
Oftentimes, “Behind a frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face,” and this is very 
clearly indicated in His dealings with 


Joseph. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
The Good Man 


As we have seen from Psalm 37 it is a 
good man’s steps that are overruled and 
ordered of the Lord, and there are unmis- 
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takable marks of goodness in Joseph. The 
first was his diligence. There was nothing 
perfunctory about the way he fulfilled his 
tasks, though he could have produced fine- 
sounding excuses for not so doing. Did his 
father send him to his brothers? Then to 
his brothers he went those long sixty miles 
to Shechem, and not finding them there, 
he persevered another twelve miles to 
Dothan, although he could hardly have 
looked forward to seeing them or have ex- 
pected a very kindly welcome! Being sent 
by his father he carried out the duties to 
the very limit. This is characteristic of him 
in Potiphar’s house (39:2-6), in the prison 
(39:22), and later on in Pharaoh's palace 
(41:33-49). A good man is a diligent one 
in things small and great, and an attitude 
to humble duties in the home and church 
will be a very good indication of our fitness 
for more prominent service. “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might” (Eccles. 9:10). 

The second fine charactertistic is prin- 
ciple. Far from home and not expecting to 
see it again and with no po influ- 
ences around him, Joseph is subjected to 
the daily pressure of intense temptation; 
yet, because of his high sense of duty and 
conception of God (39:8, 9), he stands firm, 
though paying a bitter price for it. A man’s 
convictions and principles keep him straight 
when far away from the people who know 
him. The fellow or girl at college or in the 
service will say “NO” and keep on saying 
it, whatever the cost, only if ing high 

rinciples and a living faith. Going away 
wom a home or church doesn’t break a 
character, but it does show up any cracks 
that were there already! 

Joseph’s third great quality was his faith. 
Tempt him in the home, and he speaks of 
Him (39:9); speak to him in — and 
he responds by reliance upon (40:8); 
bring him out of a dungeon into the blaze 
of Pharaoh’s court, and he immediately 
has a word of testimony to give (41: 
16); give him the hardest test of all by 
calling him to the highest position under 
Pharaoh in the land, and even Pharaoh 
says of him, “Can we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God 
is?” (41:38). So Joseph’s diligence, high 
principle, and living faith make him a = 
man. In what measure are these qualities 
seen in us? 


The Good Man’s Steps 


His steps went the long way to his broth- 
ers with apparently tragic results. They 
went a long way down from being father’s 
favorite to Pharaoh's y= prisoner, 
with many a tiring, lonely, frustrating day 
in between. Eventually he stepped up to 
high office and was enabled to save his own 
people. All the steps were ordered of the 
Lord, and even the evil devices of men 
were overruled for Joseph’s blessing and 
God’s purpose. Christians in the will of 
God may have to pass through many hu- 
miliating and bitter a but they 
may be absolutely confident that He will 
bring them gloriously through, and all will 
be overruled for His glory and their bless- 
ing; for being utterly yielded to the will 
of God is not an insurance against trouble, 
but a glorious assurance in it. And it is 
fully comprehensive. 


The God Man 


It is surely impossible for a reverent stu- 
dent of these chapters not to see quite re- 
markable pointers in the life of Joseph to 
the coming Messiah. Let us quote Dr. R. 
Payne Smith’s words: “Though [Joseph is] 
never represented in the Scriptures as a 
type of Christ, yet the whole of the Old 
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Testament is so full of events and histor- 
ies, which reappear in the Gospel narrative, 
that the Fathers have never hesitated in 
regarding Joseph, the innocent delivered to 
death, but raised thence to glory, as espe- 
cially typifying to us our Lord. Pascal sums 
up the points of resemblance—in his fath- 
er’s love for him, his being sent to see after 
the peace of His brethren, their conspiring 
against him, his being sold for 20 pieces of 
silver, his rising from his humiliation to 
be the lord and saviour of those who 
wronged him: and with them the saviour 
also of the world . . .” Similarities could 
be multiplied and should occur to all who 
study this lesson and enable us to see and 
teach from it that He who was loved eter- 
nally of the Father came to His own and 
His own received Him not. He set His face 
to Jerusalem, was unjustly accused, step 
down to the cross, was highly exalted, and 
given a Name which is above every name 
(Phil. 2:6-11). Joseph teaches us many les- 
sons of the sinfulness of man and the 
providence of God; — not only teaches 
us these and other lessons, but “being by 
the right hand of God exalted... sheds 
forth the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:33) by which 
our lives may be patterned on His. 


SUMMARY Joseph’s brothers received 
with contempt and anger 
the prophecy of his being exalted to rule 
and took every step to yc the fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy but only served un- 
wittingly to hasten it. The world today 
derides the predictions of the personal re- 
turn and reign of Christ and yet, though 
refusing to own Him King, is unwittingly 
(and this may be seen so clearly in Israel) 
hastening it. Recognizing God's sovereign 
providence, we too can confidently leave 
ourselves and our world in His hands. 


JUNE 30, 1957 
What Makes a Man Great? 


Background Scriptures: Genesis 41:53—50:26 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 13 
Memory Selection: Matthew 5:7 


Rebekah would have 
spoiled Jacob but for the 
wrath of Esau and the overruling mercy of 
God. We might think the lesson would 
have been learned for » but each gen- 
eration has to buy its bitter experience, and 
Jacob would have completely spoiled Jos- 
eph but for the wrath of his brothers and 
the overruling mercy of God! History re- 
= itself because man keeps repeating his 
ollies and sins, and graciously and with 
never-diminishing loving kindness, God re- 
peats His mercies. So it was, as we saw in 
our last lesson, that Joseph passed through 
many strange and testing experiences, each 
one finding him stronger in faith, charac- 
ter, and wisdom, until we hardly recognize 
the lovely but tactless boy of 17, who just 
had to tell his dreams, in the wise and re- 
strained statesman evidencing such grace 
and control. sy 20 stands out in history as 
one of the few men invested with almost 
absolute power and yet being incorruptible; 
nowhere is this seen to better advantage 
than in his treatment of his brothers. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
Joseph’s Training 


Dr. Alexander Whyte writes: “The good 
work that the pit in Dothan began in Jos- 
eph, those still more terrible days and 
nights on the way down to Egypt carried 
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Since it is a training school, a 
theological seminary should strive 
to meet accepted academic stan- 
dards. Its curriculum should be 
no less comprehensive than that 
of law, medicine, or technology. 

Fuller Theological Seminary is 
pledged to the highest standards 
of Christian scholarship. Jesus 
astonished the doctors in the 
temple because of his theological 
mastery. Leaders in the church of 
tomorrow should emulate their 
Lord. They must know the whole 
counsel of God; they must be 
versed in the theological encyclo- 
pedia. Intellectual laziness is a 
sin. 

But Jesus also gave much time 
to prayer and meditation. A 
young man while in seminary 
must do the same. Otherwise he 
will starve the heart while feed- 
ing the mind. A minister cannot 
preach power unless he exper- 
iences power. 

Fuller Theological Seminary is 
pledged to the highest standards 
of Christian devotion. A strong 
emphasis is placed on the value 
of quiet time. Each student is 
taught how to walk with God. 
Learning and piety — these are 
the articulated goals of Fuller 
Theological Seminary. Man is not 
wholly dedicated until the whole 
man is dedicated. 

“What is it then? | will pray 
with the spirit, and | will pray 
with the understanding also: | 
will sing with the spirit, and | will 
sing with the understanding also”’ 
(I Corinthians 14:15). 


We are now processing applications 
for the Fall Term, 1957. Write for 
catalog and booklet describing the 
Seminary, its strong academic pro- 
gram, its unusually qualified faculty 
and its positive stand for the funda- 
mentals of the Faith. 


TO: President Edward John Carnell 

Fuller Theological Seminary 

135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 
Please send me your current catalog and 
introductory booklet. 
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Advertisement 
LETS PUT LAUGHTER 
IN THEIR HEARTS! 


Meropi is only seven years old. She 
comes from a Jewish family. Her mother 
accepted the Lord some three years ago, 
and is a fine Christian woman, who has 
joined our refugee church at Lipasmata. 
Her husband has not yet accepted Christ, 
but he is kind and good to his wife and 
children. He does not prohibit or hinder 
them from coming to church and Sun- 
day School. Aspasia writes: “We are con- 
fident that this faithful Christian wom- 
an, Christina, will in due time lead her 
husband also to the Lord. They are ex- 
tremely poor and they suffer for the 
lack of practically everything. They be- 
long to the few Jews who survived the 
last War. There are less than three 
thousand Jews now in Greece. Their 
economy has been completely shattered, 
and these who are there continue to 
find life extremely hard in a land which 
itself has little to offer economically. 
Little Meropi attends the Sunday School 
faithfully, but of late she has been laid 
up for most of the time with a severe 
case of osteitis, a malady of the bones 
due largely to lack of proper nourish- 
ment.” Here is a wonderful opportunity 
to support and adopt this child, who 
loves the Lord, for only ten dollars a 
month. 

Then there is Popi Vretakou, who is 
nine years old. She is pale, thin, and 
older looking! All four in the family 
live in one room. Popi has a brother by 
the name of Nikos, who is twelve years 
old. The father is out of work. They 
often go to bed hungry. Popi for some 
time has been running a low fever, and 
the mother tries to keep her in bed. But 
not on Sundays! She is in bitter tears 
if she cannot go to the Sunday School, 
which she loves more than anything 
else! Then she walks a long distance to 
get there. Popi and Nikos were at the 
Camp last year, and were a t bless- 
ing to all. Shall we be able to send 
them this year also? They need good 
food and fresh air so much! This will 

nd on you. It will take twenty-five 
dollars for five weeks for each child, and 
fifty dollars for the two. 

ere is, it seems, an infinite number 
of pressing needs in our ministry to 
Greece. We would stagger under the 
load if it were not for your faithful co- 
operation in faith and prayer. You can 
make the burden lighter by supporting 
a child, by supplying a hungry soul with 
a Bible for on — or you may sup- 
port a worker for his basic support for 
only $50.00 a month. However, the great- 
est need of this work is prayer—believ- 
ing, earnest, and persevering prayer! We 
are confident that as you pray, He will 
meet all our needs in His abundant 
way, according to Ephesians 3:20. Send 
your contributions to this faith mission, 
Greek Evangelical Mission, Inc., K. Paul 
Yphantis, Executive Secretary, 88 Tre- 
mont Street, Boston 8, Mass. Canadian 
address, Rev. E. S. Kerr, 5275 Earnscliffe 
Ave., Montreal 29, P. Q. Some of the 
most outstanding leaders on this con- 
tinent direct and support this work, 
such as: Dr. E. Joseph Evans, Dr. V. 
Raymond Edman, Dr. T. Leonard Lew- 
is, Dr. James H. Hunter, Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Dr. F. Carl- 
ton Booth, Dr. Torrey M. Johnson, Dr. 
John F. Walvoord. Oldest evangelical 
mission to Greece. Established in 1920. 

















on; lashed to the loaded side of a high 
cane-wagon, . . . Joseph toiled on under 
the midday sun . . . in the hot air. Put 
neat in Joseph's place. The fondling of 
is father . . . servants to wait on every 
wish, and to dress and anoint him for every 
meal; with loving looks and fond words 
falling continually on him . . .; and now, 
lashed to the side of a slave caravan, and 
with the whistling whip of his Ishmaelite 
owner laid on his shoulder till he sank in 
the sand.” And that, as we all know, was 
but the inning of Joseph’s trials, any 
one of which today we would use to justify 
a young fellow “going off the rails” or 
“suffering an emotional crisis that made 
him hardly responsible for his future ac- 
tions.” Joseph had no iatrist to whom 
to turn and no tranquilizing drugs to help 
him through, but it was written of him, 
“The Lord was with him” (39:2, 3, 21), 
and so it was that his adversities became 
his blessings. This marks out the man or 
woman of God, as Romans 8:17 makes 
clear; if we suffer “with Him” we can be 
confident we may be “glorified together,” 
for the testing strengthens the muscles of 
faith, Our young people mangos into 
army, college, or business life far from 
home and coming face to face with its 
challenges will be strengthened by them if 
“God is with them.” Sorrow and suffering, 
faced together with God, have a wonderful 
way of strengthening faith and sweetening 
character; borne alone they weaken, sadden, 
and can embitter us. For the child of God 
every experience can and should be educa- 
tive, and thus be preparing him, as it did 
h, for the service of God. The Psalm- 
ist describes him as the one, “who was 
sold for a servant: whose feet they hurt 
with fetters: he was laid in iron” (Ps. 105: 
18). Instead of the iron entering his soul, 
the grace of God entered his heart. Happy 
is the child of God with a like experience 
of His grace. 


Joseph’s Opportunities 

In the thirteen years that elapsed be- 
tween Joseph’s being sold into slavery and 
his coming to power in Egypt, he had very 
few opportunities of revealing his qualities 
and much to discourage. A period of service 
in Potiphar’s house ending in unfair and 
ignominious dismissal to a dungeon, an 
opportunity of supervising his fellow pris- 
pe (39:2), and the inte retation of the 
dream of the butler and bak , sum up the 
iven to this able and ardent young 

man with his own dreams and the promises 
of God. Each pathetically limited oppor- 
tunity is used to the full. Joseph wins 
hearts because God is with him, and in so 
doing he is unconsciously preparing for 
himself a great future. There is no hint of 
petulance when adversity strikes, and pri- 
marily because of that fact there is no 
emergence of a hidden streak of pride 
when power and prosperity come. Against 
the immorality of an tian home and 
the darkness of his fellow prisoners alike, 
Joseph’s life shines out and remains a pat- 
tern for us. Our faith should make us at- 
tractive and shine clearly in humble ways 
and menial service. Thus character is pro- 
duced that can be trusted with success. So 
it was with fore. for Pharaoh “made him 
lord of his house and ruler of all his sub- 
stance: to bind his princes at his pleasure; 
and teach his senators wisdom” (Ps. 105:21, 
22). With that absolute power at his dis- 
posal, his brothers, driven by hunger to 
plead at his court, were at his mercy. This 
was Joseph's greatest test of character. After 
the events of the years the brothers who 
had caused all his suffering were utterly de- 
pendent upon him, but the man who had 
proved God through the years did not fail 


now. The account of his dealings with 
them, recorded in Genesis 42—50, consti- 
tutes one of the great and loveliest dramas 
in the Old Testament. 


Joseph’s Greatness 


The account of Joseph with his brothers 
is remarkable for its sharp clarity of detail 
and its profoundly moving simplicity. “If 
the writer . . . was not simply an historian, 
he was one of the great dramatic geniuses 
of the world, master of a vivid minuteness 
like Defoe’s, and able to touch the springs 
of tears by a pathetic simplicity like his 
who painted the death of Lear. Surely the- 
ories of legend and mosaic fail here” (Dr. 
Alexander Maclaren). h’s apparentl 
harsh treatment of his eo te he cot 
ier interviews (it will be noted it brought 
no harm to them) was to test these men 
who had not hesitated to vent their spite on 
their young brother and had been guilty 
of plunging a sword of unassuaged grief 
in their own father’s heart. Joseph is moved 
at the emergence of a new spirit in them 
(42:22-24) and when he sees his own full 
brother (the others were half-brothers) 
Benjamin for the first time (43:29-34), but 
the testing is pursued until at long last 
Judah is broken down to intercede (44:16- 
34) even though it might cost his own lib- 
erty and life (vs. 33). Then Joseph, in tears, 
is united to his brothers, and he who could 
have worked vengeance, loads them with 
affection and gifts (45:1-23). Judged by any 
standards Joseph emerges as a great char- 
acter, but nowhere is this proved so con- 
clusively as by the genuine humility, pa- 
tience, forgiveness, and unselfishness shown 
in his treatment of those who had grievous- 
ly wronged him. The measure of our char- 
acter is revealed in our treatment of those 
who serve us worst. How do we stand when 
judged by that standard? 


SUMMARY The spring of Joseph’s 
virtues is his sincere faith 
in God and his consequent implicit trust in 
His sovereignty. He could deal with his 
brothers in grace because he recognized 
God's overruling hand. “. . . For God did 
send me before you to preserve life. God 
sent me before you to preserve you a pos- 
terity in the earth, and to save your lives 
by a great deliverance. So now it was not 
you that sent me hither, but God” (46:5-8). 
Later on, when fear returned to the broth- 


ers 2 the death of their father Jacob 
(50:15), Joseph reassured them again in the 
words, “ ... Ye thought evil against me: 


but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people 
alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I will 
nourish you and your little ones. And he 
comforted them, and spake kindly” (50: 20, 
21). The person resting on the sovereignty 
of God is saved from meanness and petti- 
ness—and especially the pettiness of an un- 


forgiving spirit. 


JULY 7,1957 
Miriam, Woman’s Leadership 


und Scripture: Exodus 2:1-10; 15: 
19-21; Numbers 12; 20:1; 26:59 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 32:1-7 
Memory Selection: Proverbs 31:30 


INTRODUCTION ‘The question as to the 

scriptural position of 
women in the 4 is one that is often 
raised and not always happily resolved. 
Among some sections of the Church of 
Christ women have been ordained to the 
pastoral and teaching ministry. In others 
they are not permitted to participate even 
in the prayer meeting. This lesson on Mir- 
iam should help us to understand the very 
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great and unique ministries open to women 
and at the same time to realize their limita- 
tions and the peculiar temptations to which 
they are prone. Miriam, as one of the three 
leaders of the children of Israel, is a chal- 
lenge to those who would deny women 
their rightful place in the work of God. 
Miriam, giving way to jealousy and suffer- 
ing leprosy in consequence, is an eloquent 
warning to those who would press beyond 
Scripture in their desire to exercise those 
ministries denied to them. Our Lord Him- 
self and the early church, greatly used the 
ministry of women, yet we read, “I permit 
no woman to teach or to have authority 
over men” (I Timothy 2:12; R.S.V.). There 
is a balanced position, which our lesson 
today will help us to appreciate. 


EXPOSITION 
Miriam’s Background 


Miriam certainly came of the right stock, 
and much stren th of character must have 
been 7 to her by her father Am- 
ram of the house of Levi, and her mother 
arya (God-my-glory) also of the same 

ouse. Her early years were spent during 
the cruel persecution of the Israelites in 
Egypt, and she would have seen the fierce- 
ness of the taskmasters, the cruelty of the 
infant sons being thrown to the crocodiles 
of the river (Exod. 1:22), the evasive in- 
genuity of the midwives etc., and the cry of 
the people for deliverance. Equipped by in- 
telligence, experience, and faith, she grew 
up to take her place in God’s great plan 
for Israel and the world. Not until she en- 
deavored to usurp the place of another did 
she lose her sacred opportunity for gracious 
ministry. God has His place of service for 
each of His children, and to fulfil our min- 
istry is to know the supreme happiness of 
glorifying Him; we miss that joy when for 
any reason we fail to apprehend the will 
of God for our lives. As each part of the 
human body is invaluable in its own setting 
but quite useless and even a hindrance else- 
where, so is each member of the Body of 
Christ valuable to the witness of the Body 
only in so far as he is effectively function- 
ing in his appointed place. Even the most 
brilliant star would only lead a traveler as- 
tray in the darkness unless it kept position. 


Miriam’s Ministry 


Miriam is assumed to have been fourteen- 
fifteen years old when Moses was born and 
showed ability and diligence. To her was 
entrusted the watching of the ark among 
the bulrushes, and the delicate task of per- 
suading Pharaoh’s daughter to agree to the 
carefully-laid plan. Both tasks were superb- 
ly performed. If she had foreseen the treas- 
ure in that little ark, she could not have 
served better. Cradled in the fragile ark 
(i.e. chest of papyrus plant) was the future 
leader of Israel, the lawgiver and civilizer 
of mankind to whom every law-abidin; 
country pays tribute. All that, and mu 
more beside, was entrusted to Miriam, and 
she did not fail. No mother caring for her 
home and family, and no girl called to 
nurse or even baby-sit, can possibly gauge 
the potential over which she exercises her 
sacred ministry. Miriam and her mother 
were paid richer wages for their work than 
those that came from Pharaoh’s daughter 
(Exod. 2:9), as is everyone who nurses chil- 
dren for the Lord! 

Each ministry faithfully and wisely per- 
formed opens the door to further oppor- 
tunity. Eighty years pass before we read of 
Miriam again, and now the children of Is- 
rael have been led triumphantly from 
Egypt and are singing their ong of deliver- 
ance on the eastern shore of the Red Sea 


June 1957 





y 
ue do Pad ot 


oughly studied the B; ve never thor. 
t the study of ‘a ot yet we know 
important occy is the 


matter what his or her = vin 


A thorough k 
; f" <nowledge of the Bible is 


of that faith. 


lieve and why we 


fiers 3 BIBLE! 
pst indivi ts. 


ite 
; -. Bible Instity centers 
- Phila own BIBL et omsinations 
oldest The Insti great basic 
in ving wholeheartedly wc accredited by bet 
acthe, Christian fate, of Bible Insti 

ring AS 
BLE TRAIN 


emt today for free 


PHL ADE LPIA BIBLE 


INSTITUTE 


& a 








48 PAGE 


PICTORIAL 









Please send me the NEW § 
Bob Pierce pictorial “Men of the Harvest” filled § 
with photos and stories of valiant missionaries 
around the world. FREE! 











Name. 





Addr 





City. 








Mail to World Vision, Inc. « P.0. Box 0, Pasadena, Calif 








(Exod. 15). It is evident from the words of 
3 Micah 6:4, “For I brought thee up out of 

MAKE MONEY with } the land of Egypt, reg we macanth thee out 
G R | p = N FAT of the house of servants: and I sent before 
thee Moses, Aaron and Miriam,” that she 

HANGER COVERS was sharing (though not on terms of equal- 
ity) the leadership with her two brothers as 
rophetess and leader of praise (Exod. 15: 
20, 21). Therefore she stands at the very 
forefront of those women through the ages 
whom God has greatly used in the further- 
ance of His work, and who in all our 
churches and throughout the mission fields 
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of the world are called to true, godly lead- 
ership among His people! We salute the 
Miriams, Esthers, Marys, Lydias, Mary 
Slessors, and a host of other great women 
leaders, and not less the numberless women 
who bear their witness and testimony to 
Christ today, and without whom the work 
of many a church and missionary society 
would grind almost to a halt! 


Miriam’s Failure 


Miriam’s success and ability laid her open 
to the subtle temptation of jealousy. So 
close was she to her brother Moses that the 
intrusion of another woman into the camp 
was more than she could bear, and jealousy 
did its evil work until it kindled her pride 
and resentment into a flame of criticism 
that questioned the unique leadership of 
Moses (Num. 12:2). It is a tragedy that 
with all the great and wonderful ministry 
open to her she should have allowed this 
spirit of envy to possess her, yet it is a 
peculiar temptation to certain tempera- 
ments, and we need to learn our lesson. 
Aaron, an eloquent but not, apparently, a 
strong character (the two do not always go 
together!), not only shared the guilt but 
the punishment; for how must he have felt 
in exercising his priestly function over his 
sister Miriam and pronouncing her un- 
clean? His remorse (Num. 12:10-12), her 
humiliation (12:14-15), and Moses’ gracious 
forgiveness and intercession (12:13), all 
teach us the cost and cure of jealousy. It 
inevitably divides, humiliates, defiles, and 
saddens all that it touches and most of all 
the people who indulge in it. The cure is 
frank confession (12:11) and willing for- 
giveness. If criticism and jealousy bore to- 
day the outward marks of leprosy as well 
as the inward disease, how many of us 
would be pronounced “unclean” and be put 
out of the camp? 


SUMMARY The Christian Church 

provides great opportuni- 
ties for the service and leadership of our 
womenfolk, and nowhere in the world is 
this as true as it is in the United States 
of America. Let the men welcome and en- 
courage these ministries in the spirit of true 
fellowship, but let us also see that these 
opportunities are kept within spiritual and 
scriptural bounds. Wise women will appre- 
ciate that with their unique ministries they 
have also unique temptations—and not least 
that to which Miriam so tragically suc- 
cumbed. 


JULY 14, 1957 
Jethro, Practical Counselor 


Background Scripture: Exodus 2:15b-22; 
4:18-20; 18 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:33-40 
Memory Selection: Exodus 18:9 


INTRODUCTION When Moses fled as a 

fugitive from Egypt to 
Midian (the Sinai peninsula), God was not 
only giving him an invaluable close ac- 
quaintance with the territory over which 
much later on he would be leading the 
children of Israel, but also introducing him 
to a valued counselor. God wonderfully 
blesses our darkest moments and is often 
silently preparing us for the future, and 
seeing the end from the beginning (like 
the loving Father He is) laying up for us 
treasure that we find at some later and 
needy time. Moses, sitting in his loneliness 
by the well of Midian and then helping in 
the watering of the flocks (Exod. 2:15-17), 
may only have been Ley oe with his 
own bleak future and the sorrows of his 
people, but in those simply told events we 
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can see God’s hand preparing for events 
vastly surpassing Moses’ wildest dreams and 
most earnest prayers. Let us take comfort 
from the fact that God is in the everyday 
oe of life turning them to the 
furtherance of His own pene and our 
advantage. The apparently casual happen- 
ing may be fraught with future blessing of 
which our minds can have no conception. 


EXPOSITION 
Jethro 


There is a small problem posed for us 
in the fact that when first Moses meets his 
future father-in-law his name is given as 
Reuel (2:18 and see also Num. 10:29), 
whereas subsequently (Exod. 3:1 etc.) it is 
recorded as Jethro. Reuel means “friend of 
God,” and as he was a — prince of 
Midian (2:16) and descended from Abra- 
ham by Keturah, it could well have been 
his title. Ewald suggests the full name as 
‘Jethro-ben-Reuel.” 

Jethro’s kindly welcome of Moses and 
typically generous hospitality (2:20-22) are 
a true foretaste of his fine character, and 
we are not surprised to find him (unlike 
Laban with Jacob) releasing Moses with his 
benediction when the time came for Moses 
to take up his life work (4:18). During the 
last period of the Egyptian bondage Moses 
apparently returned his wife and children 
to the care of his father-in-law (18:1-5) 
and the delightful relationship pertaining 
between them is evidenced in their mutual 
trust and affection (18:1-7). It isn’t at all 
necessary for “in-laws” to be “outlaws’”— 
this is one of the many relationships which 
can be beautifully sanctified by God. 


Jethro’s Advice 


Moses’ testimony to the Lord greatly im- 
pressed Jethro (8-12) and strengthened his 
own knowledge of God. As has been com- 
mon in the Middle East till recent times 
(eg. in accounts given by “Lawrence of 
Arabia”) the leader of the people gave per- 
sonal interviews and decisions on all mat- 
ters concerning the people, and Moses used 
the opportunity to teach the statutes of 
God and His laws (18:13-16). The session 
lasted from early morning until late eve- 
ning with consequent exhaustion on the 
part of Moses and probably some dissatis- 
faction among the people (vs. 18). Jethro’s 
advice was that Moses should confine him- 
self to the main spiritual leadership of the 
people (vss. 19, 20) dealing with all im- 
portant decisions affecting them, and that 
by delegating authority on all smaller mat- 
ters to able men, he would be better fitted 
to carry the burden, and the people would 
be happier (vss. 22-23). Users of the Sco- 
field Bible (for which the writer of these 
notes has a great admiration) will notice 
that the view taken there is that Jehovah 
entirely ignored this worldly-wise organiza- 
tion and substituted His own order. Hav- 
ing given due consideration to this view, 
we are unable to adopt it, — we can 
trace no record of Moses’ being rebuked on 
this account, and the passage referred to 
in Numbers 11:14-17 surely refers to an 
unusually urgent — problem met by 
unusual means. Kalisch, on the other hand, 
believes that some such form of simple gov- 
ernment persisted through the centuries, 
was imitated by Alfred the Great, who 
based his own Saxon constitution for Eng- 
land upon it, and from thence has spread 
through the democratic world. If so, Jethro 
certainly has had a wonderful influence on 
history. However this may be regarded, 
there can surely be little doubt that spirit- 
ual leadership, particularly in the New 
Testament, is shared and spiritual, rather 
than isolated and dictatorial. Peter stand- 
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ing up with the eleven (Acts 2:14) is surely 
a picture of truly spiritual leadership. 


Jethro’s Qualifications for Statesmanship 


Four qualifications for leadership are spe- 
cified (vs. 21). Men appointed must be (1) 
Able men—i.e. men of strength. What makes 
a person a strong but gentle character who 
will neither be swayed by popular opinion 
nor tempted to use hif position for personal 
ends? (2) Such as fear God. Only as God is 
in control of the citadel of heart and mind 
are we subjected perpetually to absolute 
standards, and whatever natural endow- 
ments may have been granted to us, they 
must be stabilized by a fear of God. (3) 
Men of truth, utterly committed to truth 
whatever the cost and thus delivered from 
bias and crookedness. Unless we have some 
measurement outside ourselves we shall in- 
evitably be swayed by unconscious influ- 
ences: what the micrometer is to the en- 
gineer, the rule to the carpenter, and 
scales to the shopkeeper, truth is to a real 
leader. (4) Such as . . . hate covetousness. 
Eastern statemanship has been notorious 
for its corruption and far too much of this 
has crept into the Western world. The 
Bible conception of leadership is that it 


cannot be bought because the love of covet- 
ousness has been broken. Can we say as 
much for oe today? Happy is the 
nation which has for its em » men 
fulfilling these fourfold qualifications. Oil- 
ed and anointed heads are better than oiled ‘ 
palms. Happy is the church whose minister 
is surrounded and upheld by such men; . 
blessed indeed is the assembly where such 
shared leadership is enjoyed. Perhaps if 
Jethro attended some of our meetings to- 
day he would say to us, “Thou wilt surely 
wear away, both thou, and this people that 
is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for 
thee: thou art not able to perform it thy- 
self alone” (18:18). 


SUMMARY Dr. Chadwick remarks, 
“From the whole of this 
narrative we see clearly that the interven- 
tion of God for Israel is no more to be re- 
garded as superseding the experience of 
human prudence and common sense, than 
as dispensi ng with valor in the repulse of 
Amalek, and with patience in journeying 
through the ibis ” We also see the 
wisdom of accepting and acting upon wise 
advice when it is proffered—a lesson that 
some young people are slow to learn, to 
their great cost. 
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HOW TO CONVERT 


THE BATTLE FOR THE MIND by William Sar- 
gant. Doubleday. 263 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by David W. Baker 


It was almost inevitable that this book 
should be written and that Dr. Sargant 
should write it. A new study of the re- 
lations between psychiatry and religion 
in the vein of James’ Varieties of Relig- 
ious Experience is long overdue, and 
the personal background and profes- 
sional interests of this author are such 
that he could hardly have refrained 
from a book on this subject. 

Dr. Sargant is a psychiatrist of con- 
siderable repute, with a religious back- 
ground, and a vast amount of exper- 
ience with the startling psychological 
phenomena which attended World War 
II, especially among his fellow British- 
ers. He has long been fascinated by the 
conversion and brain-washing techniques 
which have been used so effectively be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. One day, while 
thinking on these things, he happened 
to pick up a copy of John Wesley's 
Journal and was so impressed by that 
early account of psychological processes 
which seemed to him so very modern 
that he began to wonder if there was 
not something common in the methods 
used by psychiatrists, politicians (es- 
pecially the Communists), evangelists, 
and primitive medicine men. A year of 
residence in North Carolina during 
1947-48 as visiting Professor of Neuro- 
psychiatry at Duke University gave him 
an opportunity to observe first-hand the 
methods used by some of the religious 
snake-handling cults of the South. 

The thesis of this book is that there 
are certain fundamental facts about the 
human mind, related to the physiological 
function of the brain, known from an- 
tiquity but first set forth explicitly and 
scientifically by Pavlov, the great Rus- 
sian physiologist, which facts have been 
used extensively in all ages by medicine 
men, politicians, psychiatrists, and re- 
ligious evangelists, in implanting  be- 
liefs, both good and bad, in the human 
brain. 

Over and over again the author asserts 
that he is not concerned with the actual 
truth or falsehood of the ideas implant- 
ed, though he professes to be :ympathe- 
tic personally to religion and the moral 
standards and ideals of the West. In this 
book, he says, he is concerned only with 
the methods by which ideas of any kind 
are implanted or destroyed in the human 
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brain, and how people can be switched 
to beliefs entirely opposed to those they 
have previously held. 

The author cites the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus as an example of the ap- 
plication of the techniques he believes 
he has found. He would have done well 
to read George Lyttleton’s Observations 
on the Conversion and Apostleship of 
St. Paul. To this day the conversion of 
Saul remains one of the strongest evi- 
dences of the truth of the ideas to which 
he became converted. ? 

Dr. Sargant also errs in saying that 
after Saul had been visited by Ananias 
“to relieve his nervous symptoms and 
mental distress” there “followed the 
necessary period of indoctrination im- 
posed on Saul by the brethren at Dam- 
ascus, and of his full acceptance of all 
the new beliefs that they required of 
him.” St. Paul (formerly Saul) stated 
categorically in his Epistle to the Gal- 
atians that he had not been indoctrin- 
ated by the brethren in Damascus, An- 
tioch, Jerusalem, or anywhere else, but 
had received his doctrine by direct 
revelation from Jesus Christ. His con- 
version was not just a psychological ex- 
perience! God had something to do with 
it (everything, according to Scripture), 
but of that Dr. Sargant appears to be 
ignorant, or chooses not to take note. 

Throughout the book there is much 
evidence that the author knows very 
little about either Christian evangelists 
or religious conversion. 

Evangelism and all Christian worship, 
especially in Protestant churches, make 
much of the sense of hearing. The 
spoken word, the sung praise, and the 
tone of organs and other musical instru- 
ments may evoke psychological respons- 
es, but a great deal more is involved. In 
Christian worship we worship God and 
commune with Him, and His presence 
is not obtained by psychological devices, 
any more than God and spiritual reali- 
ties are the projections of human 
thought. To believe so would be idola- 
try, whereby the deity is the work of 
man’s hand. To worship so would be 
like the heathen who “think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking.” 


The weakest point in this book is the 
author’s confusion of conversion and 


regeneration. Religious conversion is 
not distinctly Christian. Regeneration 
is! Other religions have their converts, 
but only Christianity offers regeneration 
by the Spirit of God, and new life 
through union with Jesus Christ! Re- 
generation is more than psychological 
experience with a new set of ideas, even 
Christian ideas, implanted in the mind. 
Nor can regeneration be brought about 
by merely psychological techniques. 
From the beginning of Christianity the 
change wrought in Christians has been 
described as one which makes them not 
only newly created men, but also sons 
of God. And that change is attributed 
to the power of the new birth. Those 
who have experienced that new birth 
are said to have done so “not by the 
will of the flesh, or the will of man, but 
of God” (John 1:13). If making a man 
a Christian were only a matter of im- 
planting Christian beliefs in his mind, 
and such could be accomplished by psy- 
chological techniques, as Dr. Sargant 
implies, then the world might shortly 
be made Christian! But that is not all 
there is to making a man a Christian, 
nor is it done that way. It is not that 
simple. 

Our salvation comes as a result of the 
grace of God, given to us freely, un- 
merited, unearned, unworked for. Men 
may convert themselves. Men may con- 
vert other men.- But no man can save 
himself. And no man can save another. 
“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast. For we are his work- 
manship” (Eph. 2:8-10). Of these things 
Dr. Sargant gives no evidence of having 
any knowledge. 


Dr. Sargant does a great service, how- 
ever, in calling attention to Pavlov’s 
work. Since 1950 all Soviet medicine has 
been reoriented by government decree 
along the lines he has suggested. Yet, he 
is little known in the West. Of special 
interest is his great book Conditioned 
Reflexes and Psychiatry. Pavlov has a 
very different approach to the problems 
of the mind than Freud or Jung or Ad- 
ler. It comes as a wholesome challenge 
to students surfeited with Freud and 
psychoanalysis. It is well to know that 
there is another way to look at things. 


Dr. Sargant also suggests that the 
facts which he presents may be useful to 
anyone who is ever caught and subject- 
ed to Communist brain-washing in that 
it may help him understand what he 
may be subjected to, and enable him to 
guard against it and possibly withstand 
it. In that, Dr. Sargant may be perfectly 
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right. It is an old saying: Forewarned is 
forearmed. 

Apart from that, the reading of this 
book will doubtless send all Christian 
readers back to their Bibles to read 
again with very much deeper apprecia- 
tion I Corinthians 2:1-16. 

Dr. Baker is an ordained Presbyterian 


minister as well as a doctor of medicine 
until recently on the staff of Boston’s 


Lahey Clinic. 
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LABOR, INDUSTRY AND. THE CHURCH, by 
John Daniel. Concordia. 229 pp. 
$3.00. 


Reviewed by Samuel M. Ortegon 


Here is a significant work dealing 
with an objective study of the problems 
pertaining to industry and the church. 
Although a highly controversial subject, 
the author demonstrates that the church 
has a definite place in the economic life 
of human society. His research is inter- 
esting and revealing: He points out the 
significance of labor by regarding it as 
a discipline with diligence. Labor is not 
a curse but it is primarily service to 
God and man, motivated by love. 
Equally interesting is his criticism of 
capitalism when he says: “The threat of 
socialism and communism are real, but 
so is the threat of greedy, capitalistic, 
materialistic industrialism, reinforced 
by militant economic imperialism, striv- 
ing for greater markets and profits.” 

Extreme selfishness is the cause of the 
industrial problems of our American so- 
ciety; this is seen in the unwillingness 
of both employer and employee to rec- 
ognize each others’ rights, to bargain 
collectively and peaceably. The fre- 
quent disregard of the place of God in 
our contemporary business and econo- 
mic life, in dealings between employers 
and employees, is the greatest blight in 
our industrial system. 

With understanding and foresight, 
the author focuses his attention upon 
the very pressing problems of leisure, 
welfare, old age and superannuations. 
He recognizes the great advances made 
by modern social systems, yet, he warns, 
one real problem of our day must be 
faced; namely, how can we gain in free- 
dom and security without killing initia- 
tive and destroying a sense of responsi- 
bility in a money-minded, pleasure-seek- 
ing generation? We need moderation 
and balance in choice, but above all, he 
says, we need a desire for the good, the 
beautiful, the true, the honorable, the 
pure, the holy, the gracious and the 
lovely. 

Church workers, students of religion, 
employers and employees as well as con- 
sumers will find the practical applica 
tions of Christian, biblical principles to 
labor and industry invaluable. Religious 
workers who have not been initiated in- 
to the industrial problems of society and 
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the responsibility of the church toward 
them will find this an extremely stim- 
ulating and useful book. 


Dr. Ortegon is Professor of Sociology of 


Eastern Baptist College, St. Davids, Pa. 
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THE FALL, by Albert Camus. Knopf. 147 
pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Donald Barnhouse, Jr. 


Marcion was wrong. The Creator-God 
and the God who revealed Himself in 
Jesus Christ are One and the Same. One 
of the many interesting consequences of 
this fact is that the more honest and 
clever a man is, the closer he comes in 
his analysis of the human situation to 
the truth, even though he has nothing 
to do with religion. For the understand- 
ing of man and the world—God’s crea- 
tive word—must point in the same direc- 
tion as the Bible—God’s redemptive 
word. Both words are authentically di- 
vine; and it is possible (remember the 
Pharisees!) for even orthodox theology 
to blind us to the Truth, the opener of 
eyes. We can learn from the secular 
writers. 

Albert Camus is an artist. He is one 
of the most respected and influential 
thinkers of Europe. In his most recent 
book, The Fall, we see the portrait of 
a man, Jean-Baptiste Clamence, a man 
who was once self-satisfied, respected by 
himself and his fellows, a man who was 
more than moral, a man who is one day 
seized by circumstances and whose de- 
fenses are pierced by a stab of guilt, a 
man whose life is flooded as guilt flows 
through the hole into his consciousness 
and all the protecting walls of his 
rationalization finally crumble. We meet 
this man at the end of the line, as he 
is trying to find a way to reconstruct his 
self-esteem, a path to justification. He 
has seen only one glimmer of hope for 
humanity, and that was in Christ; but 
Christ has long been stifled and buried 
by and under religion. 

The message of danger, about man’s 
predicament, which the churches failed 
to communicate, has been shatteringly 
delivered by world wars and a genera- 
tion of crisis so that he may run who 
reads it. Some will always react like the 
ostrich: baseball and church bazaars, 
embezzlement and theology as usual 
while the foundations are being shaken. 
But the artists are awake and trembling, 
hungry, though not hopeful, for a word 
of good news. Meanwhile the churches, 
varalyzed by fear, for faith is in very 
short supply (when the Son of Man 
comes, will He find faith on earth?), 
nervously cover their impotence with 
activity, and indulge in ponderous de- 
bates about trivia while the needs of 
the world roar in their ears. We must 
hear and speak to these needs if we are 
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to be faithful to the gospel we profess. 
Jean-Baptiste Clamence is every man, 
though many have yet to share his dis- 
covery that their foundation is sand. If 
we can spare the time from patting and 
knifing each other’s backs we face open 
doors for evangelism to multitudes hun- 
gry for God. 


The reviewer is Research Consultant on the 
staff of Dr. Billy Graham. 





MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


TO THE MIGHTY GOD (10:21) 


This name was given to the Lord 
Jesus Christ in an earlier prophecy 
(9:6). The tribes had turned away from 
God, to lean upon Egypt and Assyria. 
Beyond question they did this because 
they did not want what goes with the 
holiness of God. They knew He was 
powerful, but when they walked with 
Him, they could not have their own 
way. So they turned to other gods and 
made other alliances. Now they come 
back to lean on the true God. And in 
order to remind them that He is all- 
sufficient, they are told of a name signi- 
fying His greatness: El-gibor, the Mighty 
God. Thus Moses refers to Him in a 
remarkable passage (Deut. 10:17), “For 
Jehovah your Elohim, He is Elohe of 
elohim and Adonai of adonim, a great 
EL and MIGHTY, and to be feared. He 
is not partial and takes no bribes.” 

Lord, we rest in Thy might. 


AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, ONLY A REMNANT 
SHALL RETURN (10:22) 


God had told Abraham that his chil- 
dren would be as the sands of the sea, 
and it has been fulfilled and will be ful- 
filled even further. In spite of this the 
number of the remnant returning to 
the Mighty God will be very smali. The 
importance of this verse lies in the fact 
that the Holy Spirit has cited it in a 
very important passage in the Epistle to 
the Romans. Our text announces that 
this remnant shall return; the Holy 
Spirit quotes it that the remnant shall 
be saved (Rom. 9:27). In Romans He 
identifies the remnant as those who will 
be in the land at the time of the second 
coming of Christ; calls them the “seven 
thousand who have not bowed the knee 
to Baal” (11:4); and says that they shall 
all be saved (11:26). In this last verse 
He announces that this will be at the 
second coming of Christ. 

Lord, come quickly and do Thy work. 


DESTRUCTION IS (10:22) 


The connection of this passage with 
the return of the Lord Jesus by its 
quotation in the Epistle to the Romans 
gives the true meaning of this phrase. 
There is to be a righteous judgment on 
Israel as well as upon the Assyrian. This 
phrase is none other than a prophecy of 


the great tribulation that is to come 
(Matt. 24:21, 29; Mark 13:24). It be- 
longs with all the verses that speak of 
the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7). 
It refers to the latter half of the seven- 
tieth week of Daniel (Dan. 9:27). That 
this was not fulfilled in the years be- 
tween Isaiah and Christ is shown by 
the fact that Christ spoke of it as still 
future. That it was not fulfilled in the 
destruction of Jerusalem is shown by the 
fact that the Book of Revelation, writ- 
ten after that destruction, still projects 
it into the future. 

Lord, we pray Thee for Israel. 


IT SHALL OVERFLOW WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS 
(10:22) 


When we read of righteousness in con- 
nection with salvation we are humbled, 
but when we read of righteousness over- 
flowing in connection with destruction, 
we tremble. The corruption and wicked- 
ness of the Lord’s own people was so 
great that His planned dstruction was, 
is, and will be completely merited. There 
will be much more in this prophecy con- 
cerning the planned destruction that will 
come, overflowing with righteousness. We 
must not become calloused by this. 
Rather, we must emulate the state of 
mind of Habakkuk when he heard the 
details of the unmitigated horrors which 
a righteous God will one day pour upon 
His land and His people: “When I 
heard, my body trembled; my lips quiv- 
ered at the voice; rottenness entered into 
my bones, and I trembled in myself [at 
the thought that] I might be at rest 
[hardened] in the day of trouble” (Hab. 
3:16). 

Lord, give us a heart for those 
who are storing up Thy wrath. 


THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL MAKE A FULL END 
(10:23) 


The rendering of this verse in the best 
Jewish translation (Soncino) reads: “For 
an extermination wholly determined 
shall the Lord, the God of hosts, make 
in the midst of all the earth.” This is the 
true force of the Hebrew. There will 
be an extermination in the land. It is 
wholly determined. Later in his book, 
Isaiah uses the figure of the tools of 
construction and says that the judgment 
is by the line and the plumb. Before 
modern tools were invented, all build- 
ings were built with a line for length 
and breadth and a plumb for the verti- 
cal; so God says He has planned destruc- 
tion as an architect draws the plans for 
a building (Isa. 28:17). The Assyrian 
will advance from the north, the Anti- 
christ will defend from Jerusalem. Their 
forces will meet at Armageddon. The 
destruction will be utter and complete. 
It will be an extermination, a full end. 

Lord, we worship Thee for 
Thy thoroughness. 
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IN THE MIDST OF ALL THE LAND (10:23) 

The Hebrew word erets is used liter- 
ally hundreds of times in the Old Testa- 
ment; it is translated ground and coun- 
try 90 and 146 times respectively and 
land and earth even more often. Is God 
here prophesying destruction of the 
whole earth at the time of the final 
judgment (II Pet. 3:10), or is He speak- 
ing of the destruction that will take 
place in Israel at the end of the great 
tribulation? In the light of the context, 
I think, beyond question, that He is re- 
ferring to the final judgment on Israel 
and the nations before the millenial 
kingdom is established. Then the rem- 
nant will be saved. Then Israel will no 
more trust in Assyria or Egypt. Then 
the Lord will bring the little group of 
survivors to full salvation and trust in 
the Messiah, the Lord of Hosts, the 
Holy One of Israel, the Mighty God, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lord, hasten the day. 
O MY PEOPLE . . . BE NOT AFRAID (10:24) 

God has just spoken to the many; now 
He speaks to the few. The many were 
warned that their hypocritical basking 
in the name and promise of Israel would 
not save them from sudden and com- 
plete destruction. The few are now told 
that they may be at rest in their hearts 
even though they wiil go through great 
calamities. The difference between the 
two groups is that the mary are centered 
in themselves and the few are “dwelling 
in Zion.” This matter of “dwelling” or 
“abiding” is the secret of divine joy 
and peace. Blackstone, the great Eng- 
lish jurist, was once called upon to 
write a definition of “home” in order 
to decide an inheritance of a nobleman 
whose mother was Scotch, whose father 
was English, but who himself had lived 
on the Riviera for thirty years. He wrote: 
“Home is that place from which, when 
once a man has departed, he is a wand- 
erer until he has returned.” 

Lord, may we find our home in Thee. 
HE SHALL SMITE THEE (10:24) 

Strange words of comfort! “Be not 
afraid . . . he shall smite thee . . . he 
shall lift up his staff against thee.” When 
we learn the great spiritual principle be- 
hind this our hearts can really rejoice in 
the Lord. What God is saying here is: 
“The flame shall not hurt thee, I only 
design thy dross to consume and thy 
gold to refine.” It is the equivalent of 
God’s saying to Job: “Don’t be afraid 
of Satan. He is going to take your 
property, kill your children, give you 
boils and cause your wife to nag you; 
but you will come out on top and be 
much finer for it!” So, to the remnant 
of the future: “He will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness; because 
a short work will the Lord make upon 
the earth” (Thus the Holy Spirit adopts 
the LXX translation of vs. 28 and 
makes it His own in Romans 9:28). 
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Lord, give Thy strength before each blow. 


AFTER THE MANNER OF EGYPT (10:24) 

The Assyrian will smite Israel as the 
Egyptians did; but the Lord’s own can 
be more sure of deliverance than were 
their forefathers in Egypt. Of this fu- 
ture deliverance God says through Micah 
(7:15), “According to the days of thy 
coming out of the land of Egypt will 
I show him [Israel] marvelous things” 
{literally, “new marvels”]. And, though 
there are scores ot passages in the 
Psalms and in other parts of the Word 


that praise God on the basis of the 
miracles of the Exodus, “Behold, the 
days are coming, says the Lord, when it 
shall no longer be said, ‘As the Lord 
lives who brought up the people out of , 
the land of Egypt,’ but, ‘As the Lord 
lives who brought up the people of 
Israel out of the north country and out 
of all the countries where He had driven 
them’” (Jer. 16:14, 15). The greater the 
persecution, the greater the deliverance 
and manifestation of the power of God. 


Lord, Thou alone canst do these wonders. 
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AS AT THE ROCK OF OREB (10:26) 


The faithful of Israel were as familiar 
with this expression as an American 
would be with the mention of Bunker 
Hill, Saratoga or Yorktown. It is a word 
to a faithful few to put their trust in 
the Lord and not to be dismayed. Could 
they remember the time when mighty 
Midian came against little Israel? Could 
they remember how the Lord told Gid- 
eon to send home the greater part of his 
forces because He had determined to 
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bring deliverance in such a way that. all 
should know that the Lord had done it? 
Could they remember how the feeble 
three hundred cried out, “A sword for 
the Lord and for Gideon”? If they could 
remember all this they could remember 
that the victorious people pursued Mi- 
dian, captured two princes, Oreb (the 
Raven!) and Zeeb (the wolf!), killed 
Oreb at the rock of the raven and Zeeb 
at the winepress of the wolf, and brought 
their heads to Gideon. So shall the As- 
syrian and the Antichrist fall. 


Lord, what a mixture of grace 
and terror Thou art! 


AS HIS ROD WAS UPON THE SEA (10:26) 


He has reminded them that the As- 
syrian would attack them after the man- 
ner of Egypt. He now reminds them 
that He will lift up His rod, even as 
He did when delivering Israel from 
Egypt. There they were—the desert to 
the south, the Mediterranean to the 
north, the army of Pharaoh to the west, 
and the Red Sea to the east! They 
looked every way and were filled with 
fright. David sings, “Our fathers, when 
they were in Egypt, did not consider thy 
wonderful works . . . they rebelled 
against the Most High at the Red Sea. 
Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, 
that he might make known his mighty 
power. He rebuked the Red Sea, and 
it became dry; and he led them through 
the deep as through a desert. So he 
saved them from the hand of the foe” 
(Ps. 106:7-10). Thus He will raise His 
rod again to deliver His people. 

Lord, we thank Thee for 
Thine arm! 


IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY (10:27) 


Once again we are forcibly reminded 
that these prophecies did not find ulti- 
mate fulfilment in the destruction of 
Sennacherib. While the defeat and death 
of that invader was a faint picture of 
what the Lord can do, the real scope of 
the prophecy is to be found at the time 
of the end when the Assyrian comes to 
war on the prince who is occupying 
Jerusalem, the Antichrist. In that day 
the Lord will show Himself as He did 
in the time of Gideon and as He did at 
the Red Sea; and the evil forces of both 
sides—Satan divided against Satan—will 
be destroyed by the brightness of the 
coming of the Lord. Then the remnant 
will know the Lord of Hosts, the Holy 
One of Israel. The yoke shall be brok- 
en, all forces of Satan will be destroyed, 
and Christ will be manifest, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

Lord, hasten Thy Word to perform it. 


THE YOKE SHALL BE DESTROYED BECAUSE OF 
THE ANOINTING (10:27) 


There is violent disagreement among 





translators at this point. The KJV reads 
as above. The RSV says, “He has come 
up from Rimmon.” They do well to say 
in a footnote that this is a conjecture, 
and confess that the Hebrew reads, “a 
yoke will be destroyed because of fat- 
ness.” The leading Jewish commentary 
adopts this reading and thinks that may- 
be it refers to an ox whose neck gets so 
fat that it breaks the yoke! Young reads 
that the yoke is destroyed because of 
prosperity. Knox says, “the yoke has 
gone rotten for want of oil.” He then 
gives a note which says, “from the face 
of oil.” I am making bold to give a 
translation that I have never seen in 
print. The oil is the oil of anointing. 
The face of the anointing is a symbol of 
the face of the Anointed. The yoke will 
be destroyed because of the coming of 
Christ. This translation becomes the 
basis for what is practically a quotation 
by Paul, describing the destruction of 
“the wicked one” “whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming” (II Thess. 2:8). 


Lord Jesus, come! come! 


YET A VERY LITTLE WHILE (10:25) 


A thousand years with Him is as a 
day (II Pet. 3:8). Habakkuk announced 
that the vision would come (2:3). The 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
quotes this passage and changes the 
vision to the Person: “Yet a little while, 
and he that shall come will come, and 
shall not tarry” (Heb. 10:37). In a 
very little while two things are to cease 
—the abominations of the wicked and 
the indignation and the anger of God 
against them, which will end with their 
destruction. It is most revealing to rea- 
lize that the anger of God and the evil 
of men have the same ending. This 
shows us that the evil of man causes the 
anger of God. Yet both will cease. And 
in a very little while! When we next 
lift the communion cup, showing the 
Lord’s death “till He come,” let us re- 
joice that He Himself has said that it 
will be only a very little while. 


Lord, it can’t be too soon for us. 
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wanted to take me somewhere to wor- 
ship. I went with him and liked it so 
well that now my children are in the 
Sunday School too.” 


Another camp season is almost here 
and hundreds of eager children who are 
physically and spiritually undernour- 
ished are hoping that they too will be 
sponsored at camp by some kind friend 
in America. For only $15 you can make 
a pale, thin face grow plump and rosy, 
and a love-starved heart overflow with 
the j es Christ the Saviour. Will some 
little boy or girl you send to camp in- 
clude your name in a prayer of thanks- 
giving to the Heavenly Father this sum- 
mer? Send your gifts to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. E, 
P. O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto, Ont.) 


<aiqya| AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


P.O. BOX 423, NEW YORK 36, N. Y 
CANADA: 90 DUPLEX AVE., TORONTO 7, ONT 





June 1957 








HE IS COME TO AIATH (10:28-32) 

The next five verses are a tremendous 
poetic description of the advance of a 
conqueror from the north to the out- 
skirts of Jerusalem. It is not necessary 
to conclude that this is a description of 
a march that actually took place or of 
a prophetic advance that will take place. 
It is more likely a poetic parable of a 
mighty, rushing army advancing mile by 
mile, village by village. Jennings has 
rendered the poetry as follows. “To 
Aiath he’s come! Through Migron he 
passes! Leaves baggage behind him at 
Michmash! They’re through the pass! 
They are pitching their tents at Gebal 
Rama is quivering! Gibeah of Saul flees! 
Scream! Scream! O daughter of Gallim! 
O hark, Laishah! O—poor Anathoth! 
Madmenah’s in flight! The dwellers of 
Gebim do gather their goods! He halts 
for a day at Nob: Shakes fist at the 
mount of the daughter of Zion; The hill 
of Jerusalem!” 

Lord, deal with all proud foes. 


AIATH . .. MIGRON ... MICHMASH.. . 
(10:28-32) 

The place names are so unfamiliar 
to us that we cannot get the impact of 
this poem. But let us put it in another 
setting and we shall get the force of it. 
Here is a foe advancing on New York 
City. “He has come to Albany. He has 
passed through Catskill. At Kingston he 
stores his heavy baggage. He has crossed 
the river. At Rhinebeck they lodge for 
the night. Hyde Park trembles. Pough- 
keepsie has been evacuated. Cry aloud, 
O daughters of Vassar! Hearken, O Bear 
Mountain! Scream, Peekskill! Yonkers 
is in flight! The inhabitants of the Bronx 
flee for safety. This very day he will halt 
at the East River. He sees the skyscrap- 
ers of central Manhattan and shakes his 
fist at the Empire State Building.” But 
that will be as far as he gets! 


Lord, we thank Thee that 
Thou art in control. 


HE SHALL SHAKE HIS FIST (10:32) 

That was as far as Sennacherib got 
and the Assyrian of the future will get 
no closer. It is interesting to note that 
this vain king caused an inscription of 
his invasion of Palestine to be inscribed 
on a cylinder which is now in the Brit- 
ish Museum. The boast ends, “Hezekiah 
himself like a caged bird within Jeru- 
salem, his royal city, I shut in.” But 
Hezekiah was able to sing an old Psalm 
which David had written: “If it had not 
been the Lord who was on our side 
when men rose up against us, then they 
would have swallowed us up alive, when 
their anger was kindled against us... 
Blessed be the Lord, who has not given 
us as prey to their teeth. We have es- 
caped as a bird from the snare of the 
fowlers; the snare is broken and we have 
escaped! Our help is in the name of the 
Lord” (Ps. 124). 

Lord, our help is in Thy name. 
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The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, for the last cight i 
years instructor of Greek, philosophy, and Bible © 
exegesis at the Philadelphia Bible Institute, will © 
assume his duties as Director of Research for — 
the Bible Study Hour and ETERNITY Magazine 
on June 15. 





While teaching at the Institute Mr. Keiper 
worked part-time for our organization. A popu- 
lar and much-beloved member of the Institute's 
faculty, Mr. Keiper was very active in the edu- 
cational and social life of the school. Through his 
Bible conference and pulpit supply ministry, he became known to 
the congregations of some of the evangelical strongholds of the East, 
including Tremont Temple, Boston; First Baptist Church, New York; 
and Baptist Temple, Brooklyn. 


Mr. Keiper comes uniquely equipped to aid Dr. Barnhouse. 
Some twenty-seven years ago he came to know Christ at one of Dr. 
Barnhouse’s meetings. An avid student of the Word, he read every- 
thing written by the one who had been instrumental in his conver- 
sion. Mr. Keiper entered Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, and after 
training there obtained his bachelor of arts of degree from Lafayette 
College, his bachelor of divinity degree from Eastern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. It is noteworthy to mention that Mr. Keiper re- 
ceived his elementary education at the Overbrook School for the 
Blind, Philadelphia. 


Mr. Keiper will work in three main areas: he will be Director 
of Research, aiding Dr. Barnhouse in the ministry of the Bible 
Study Hour and the magazine; he will have charge of the pastoral 
correspondence, which has grown greatly since the Bible Study 
Hour was moved to a national network; and he will be engaged in 
Bible conference work under the sponsorship of the Foundation, 
available for pulpit supply and Bible conferences, especially over 
week-ends running from Thursday through Sunday evenings. 


The addition of Mr. Keiper to the Founda- 
tion staff increases the number of those available 
for preaching and conference engagement. Be- 
sides Dr. Barnhouse, the Conference Department 
makes available the services of the Rev. Walter 
R. Martin, Bible expositor and expert on the 
non-Christian cults. 


Churches seeking the services of either Mr. 
Martin or Mr. Keiper, should address correspond- 
ence to Mr. Keiper at 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary. 








EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 9) 


It is to the other objection, however, 
that we want to reply here. It just 
so happens that the outcry against “The 
Tragic Year” has come just at the time 
that my studies in Romans have carried 
me to the opening verses of Chapter 13. 
One of my closest friends (a Britisher) 
has written what appears to be an emo- 
tional statement on this subject, arguing 
the theme of national interest. Another 
letter (from an American), quite well- 
reasoned, argues a very bold case for na- 
tional interest in international affairs. 

Now this greatly disturbs me. Can a 
Christian act in love toward a personal 
enemy and then act in hate toward a 
national enemy? If a Christian is in a 
place of authority can he act as a Chris- 
tian in individual matters and then on 
an “eye-for-an-eye” basis in national 
matters? For example, if Japan should 
make a strong bid for the United States 
to get out of Okinawa, can a Christian 
Senator vote to hold that island simply 
because American national interests dic- 
tate such a decision even though such 
an act has no moral basis? 

I heard of a Britisher who registered 
as a conscientious objector because he 
believed that the “‘eye-for-an-eye” teach- 
ing could not apply to his attitude as a 
Christian. Then, like a flash, he came 
to the conclusion that between nations 
“an eye for an eye” is the correct atti- 
tude unless you know definitely that 
everyone in the enemy nation is a Chris- 
tian. He immediately enlisted. Is this 
biblical or is it rationalization? 

I do not yet have even semi-definite 
answers to my questions. I must deal 
with these matters on our broadcast 
soon, however, and I shall appreciate 
hearing from any who read this editorial 
and have thoughts or questions on this 
subject. I want answers to complicated 
questions like these: 1) Did our Amer- 
ican forefathers sin when they revolted 
against Great Britain? 2) Was the Amer- 
ican Revolution founded on rationaliza- 
tion? 3) Did the United States sin when 
it fomented a revolution in order to ob- 
tain the Panama Canal Zone? 4) When 
God commands us to be subject to the 
powers that be, does this mean that 
every young man must be subject to the 
draft board and that there is no possible 
right for a Christian to be a conscient- 
ious objector? 

I need Bible-centered thoughts on 
these matters. I hope that our British 
friends will write; I would particularly 
be delighted to hear from Mennonite 
or Quaker theologians. I trust that if 
you have come to grips with these mat- 
ters in your own souls, you will write me 
your Bible-centered answers. 
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NEO-ORTHODOXY 
(Continued from page 19) 


the following: they claim to have the 
true rule of faith, the inner witness of 
the Spirit to Christ, whereas the ortho- 
dox cling to the fetish of the post- 
Reformation doctrine of a verbally in- 
spired Bible. They claim to have the 
true norm of doctrine in the Christo- 
logical principle of theological construc- 
tion, and not in the orthodox notion of 
an abstract systematic theology. They 
claim to have the true understanding of 
faith as a vital, spiritual transforming 
act of obedience, and not an intellectual 
assent to theological propositions. They 
claim to represent Christianity as an of- 
fense against the intellect of man instead 
of engaging in the self-defeating apolo- 
getics of the orthodox. They claim to 
have the correct doctrine of revelation 
as the personal God speaking a word of 
reconciliation to man in Jesus Christ, 
and not the orthodox doctrine of theo- 
logical propositions transcribed into a 
book and accessible to unsaved, unholy 
eyes. 
* * * 

These are not all the theses of neo- 
orthodoxy but they are some of the 
more important ones. They reveal the 
very sharp lines of distinction between 
historic orthodoxy and contemporary 
neo-orthodoxy. While space limitations 
have not permitted any rebuttal to these 
theses, it should be evident to the reader 
that at all of these points discussed the 
neo-orthodox come short of historic or- 
thodoxy and, we believe, of genuine 
Christianity. 





WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 


served that Bibles give much comfort 
to the guests who occupy Hilton’s 25,000 
rooms. 

“In fact, guests let us know whenever 
they fail to find a Gideon Bible in their 
room,” he said. 

P. J. Zondervan of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., president of the 22,000-member 
Bible-placing league, and co-owner of 
the Zondervan Publishing House, said 
the special presentation Bible was sym- 
bolic of the 35 million copies placed in 
hotels, hospitals, jails, motels, trains, 
ships and airplanes by Gideons since 
1908. 

In recent years, the Gideons also have 
begun issuing New Testaments to mem- 
bers of the armed forces, nurses, school 
teachers and students. 
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JUNIOR GOES TO COLLEGE 
(Continued from page 11) 


happy compromise is for Junior to at- 
tend a Christian or denominational 
school one or two years and take his 
basic required liberal arts courses, then 
to transfer to the state school. In short, 
if Junior wishes to follow a vocation 
not taught in any Christian school he 
must go to a state school. 

Junior’s bankroll—better, his father’s! 
—must also be consulted. Tuition in a 
state school is largely underwritten by 
tax money. Tuition in a Christian 
school will run from three to seven 
times larger than tuition in a state 
school. Junior’s choice might be this 
simple: education in a state school he 
can afford, or no education. 


We must also call to Junior’s atten- 
tion the advantages of a Christian 
school. It will be smaller than the state 
school. This means Junior will have a 
richer community experience. He will 
know most of the students and profes- 
sors. Further, he will be under the bless- 
ing of a constant Christian influence 
which will immeasurably help him in his 
Christian growth and understanding of 
his faith. He will find that in a Chris- 
tian school are some wonderful Christian 
professors who know both the Lord and 
their subject matter rather thoroughly. 
Junior may be hungry for some Bible or 
doctrine. He will find much in the cur- 
riculum to satisfy this desire. 

In that a Christian school is usually 
small Junior will be taught most of the 
time by full professors. In a large state 
school he is apt to get too much instruc- 
tion from instructors or graduate stu- 
dents. Again, at chapel time Junior will 
have a chance to hear some of the out- 
standing Christian leaders of America. 
Of course there are some dull sessions— 
perhaps too many—but most of us would 
admit the dull ones were worth it to get 
to the good ones! 

The advantages of Junior’s going to 
his denominational school are many. He 
will meet the students of seven different 
classes during his four-year stay. This 
will be Junior’s generation! These will 
be the people he will work with and 
fellowship with throughout his life. 
These ties made in a denominational 
school may be the deepest in his life 
outside his family. Further, Junior will 
meet many of the leaders of his denomi- 
nation, as well as its missionaries, evan- 
gelists, and pastors. He will get a feeling 
or a sense of the total denominational 
life from his college experience which 
he might not ever get from his associa- 
tion with his local church. 

So, it all adds up to Junior! Is he 
strong in faith or weak? Is he strong 
morally or easily influenced? Is he hyper- 
sensitive, and might he react adversely 








to the intense religious atmosphere of a 
Christian college? Does he wish to be 
preacher, poet, or architect? Does he 
want Bible or electronics? Does his 
bankroll permit him to go anywhere or 
does genteel poverty limit his selection 
of a school? Is the toughening experi- 
ence of life in a state school more valu- 
able than the enriching experience of a 
denominational school? Or, is it just the 
opposite? 

Let Junior examine Junior! Let Jun- 
ior approach his decision spiritually—in 
prayer and consecration. Let Junior ap- 
proach his decision wisely—understand- 
ing the implications of any decision. 
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WHAT'S RIGHT 
(Continued from page 7) 


their respective denominations be de- 
termined. Fundamentalism thus became 
a center of controversy and was opposed 
by liberalism, which denied that the 
Bible is the infallible Word of God. 

In the great controversies of the 
twenties and early thirties, the funda- 
mentalists were soundly defeated. A 
number of organizations were formed, 
the most prominent of which was the 
World Christian Fundamentalist Asso- 
ciation, but these, too, served only tem- 
porarily to stem the tide and soon passed 
out of existence as influential move- 
ments. Much of the controversy centered 
on a five-point statement of doctrine 
originally formulated by the Niagara 
group in 1895. Presented in this state- 
ment were the fundamentals for which 
universal Christian acceptance was de- 
manded, namely, (1) the inerrancy of 
the Scriptures, (2) the deity of Christ, 
(3) the virgin birth of Christ, (4) the 
substitutionary atonement of Christ, and 
(5) His physical resurrection and future 
bodily return. The liberals usually re- 
garded these fundamentals as not neces- 
sary to essential Christian faith and not 
a proper test for orthodoxy. 

Because of the serious nature of the 
doctrinal controversy, it was inevitable 
that schisms occur. Liberals and funda- 
mentalisis disagreed on vital points, and 
other issues and personalities were 
dragged into the conflict. Out of the 
Northern Baptist Convention, the Con- 
servative Baptist and the Regular Bap- 
tist groups were formed. Among the 
Presbyterians, the Bible Presbyterians 
and Orthodox Presbyterians came into 
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being. Thousands of ministers and con- 
gregations became independent, some 
forming new fellowships such as the 
Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America. In the South, many churches 
left the Southern Baptist Church and 
joined the Fundamentalist Baptist move- 
ment. The majority of churches, how- 
ever, retained affiliation with the old 
denominations. 

The fundamentalist controversy was 
divisive. The question was: Were the 
famous five fundamentals, sometimes 
coupled with other important doctrines, 
essential to Christian testimony? Could 
a denomination be divided on these is- 
sues and still remain intact? Not every- 
one agreed. Fundamentalists generally 
were convinced that agreement on these 
central doctrines was essential, the sina 
qua non of spiritual unity. Those who 
did not hold these essentials should be 
excluded from fellowship. Liberals flatly 
contradicted this point of view. To 
them, the fundamentals were only one 
point of view, and not in keeping with 
modern scholarship. Liberals did not be- 
lieve that the Scriptures were infallible. 
They considered the deity of Christ de- 
batable or at least subject to definition 
unacceptable to fundamentalists. They 
considered the virgin birth an impossi- 
bility. Substitutionary atonement was to 
them one of many possible theories 
about the death of Christ and objection- 
able to human reason. While they be- 
lieved in life after death, they stumbled 
at the idea of a literal resurrection and 
questioned whether it was demonstra- 
ble that Christ Himself was raised from 
the dead. 

Many found themselves caught be- 
tween the fundamentalists and the lib- 
erals, not agreeing entirely with either 
extreme. For instance, some would ac- 
cept the deity of Christ but not the in- 
fallibility of the Scriptures. The great- 
est difference of opinion, which con- 
tinues to the present day, was where to 
draw the line in the matter of fellow- 
ship. Some felt there should be a large 
degree of tolerance even on essentials. 
Fundamentalists generally insisted that 
tolerance extend only to minor doc- 
trines, not to the great fundamentals of 
the faith. The controversy, which was 
doctrinal in its beginning, rapidly be- 
came an ecclesiastical conflict. 

In the light of this historical context, 
what is fundamentalism? It is essentially 
a doctrinal position. Fundamentalism 
takes its stand on the great fundamen- 
tals of the faith. To be considered a 
fundamentalist, one accepts the famous 
five fundamentals. He believes in the 
infallibility of the Scriptures as written 
by the original authors and inspired by 
God. Most fundamentalists believe that 
the Scriptures which have come down to 
us, though copies of the originals and 
having numerous textual problems, are 


nevertheless for all practical and theo- 
logical purposes essentially the same 
documents as the originals. The Bible 
is therefore the very Word of God, hav- 
ing the authority, accuracy, complete- 
ness, and infallibility of a document 
written by God Himself. Fundamental- 
ists further believe in the absolute deity 
of Christ as the eternal God who be- 
came man. They deny that man as the 
object of divine creation is divine in 
the same sense that Christ is divine. 
Jesus Christ is uniquely the very Son of 
God with all the attributes of God. 
Coupled with this doctrine is belief in 
the virgin birth. Christ had no human 
father but was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and therefore born of the Virgin 
Mary. His conception was a stupendous 
miracle just as presented in the Bible. 

While all fundamentalists do not use 
the same terminology to define the 
death of Christ as substitutionary, a 
true fundamentalist insists that Christ 
died for sinners, that He bore the sin 
of the whole world on the Cross, and in 
so doing He accomplished eternal re- 
demption for all who believe in Him. 
They deny, therefore, the liberal con- 
cepts that the death of Christ was merely 
a martyr’s death, only an act of devo- 
tion, or an unfortunate mistake. Christ 
was indeed the Lamb of God offered in 
atonement for the sin of the whole 
world. His sacrifice was substitutionary, 
for He died in the sinner’s place and 
bore the righteous judgment of God up- 
on the sinner. 

Fundamentalists are all agreed on the 
literal resurrection of Christ. The tomb 
was empty. The same body which hung 
on the cross was raised from the dead 
and transformed into a_ resurrection 
body. In like manner, fundamentalists 
believe in a literal return. The same 
Jesus Christ who ascended from the 
Mount of Olives will return. 

Fundamentalists characteristically hold 
other great truths as precious and for 
the most part essential in addition to 
the five fundamentals. Fundamentalism 
normally includes realistic doctrines of 
sin and human depravity originating 
with a historic person, Adam. The bib- 
lical doctrine of creation, as opposed to 
organic evolution, is considered essen- 
tial. Though organic creation is not 
dated in the Bible, it is considered more 
recent than in non-Christian theories. 
The miracles of Scripture afford no diffi- 
culty to the fundamentalist who accepts 
a supernatural, omnipotent God. The 
majority of fundamentalists were pre- 
millenarian as the prophetic conference 
movement made clear. Some organiza- 
tions within fundamentalism were ex- 
clusively premillennial. However, num- 
bered with the fundamentalists were 
scholars like Gresham Machen and B. 
B. Warfield who were not premillennial. 
All fundamentalists agreed, however, on 
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the pivotal five doctrines. 

Many evangelicals believe theological- 
ly all the fundamentals of the faith as 
outlined by the fundamentalists. What 
is the difference, then, between an evan- 
gelical and a fundamentalist? Un- 
doubtedly not all will agree on the ex- 
act character of the distinction. It is 
clear, however, that most evangelicals do 
not want to be considered fundamental- 
ists. Many evangelicals today are glad to 
be done with the old, controversial type 
of fundamentalism. The new designa- 
tion of evangelical has a warm and hu- 
man sound. It is nonoffensive. It is 
much more flexible in its theology. It 
does not require separation from de- 
nominational organizations which no 
longer require belief in the famous five 
fundamentals. In fact, it offers some 
ground for fellowship with modern lib- 
erals and does not at once label one as 
opposed to the contemporary historic 
and critical study of Scripture usually 
identified with biblical scholarship to- 
day. An evangelical is free to believe all 
that fundamentalists believe theological- 
ly (cf. “The Nature of Evangelicalism” 
by Vernon Grounds, ETERNITY, February, 
1956); or, if he prefers, he can deny all 
the fundamentals and still claim the 
same name, as does Cecil John Cadoux 
in his The Case for Evangelical Modern- 
ism. In a word, the designation evangel- 
ical only declares one in favor of the 
evangel, or the gospel, but it does not in 
itself define the term theologically. Its 
meaning depends upon the one who 
uses the term. Many evangelicals today 
hold the same beliefs as the older fun- 
damentalists, but many others claiming 
the same name do not. 

It is the fashion today to criticize 
fundamentalism. Few modern writers 
have much to say commending funda- 
mentalism as such, even though they are 
conservative and evangelical in belief. 
It is undoubtedly true that fundamen- 
talism as a movement had its faults. Im- 
portant as is theological orthodoxy, it is 
clear that orthodoxy is not enough. Doc- 
trine must be lived as well as believed. 
Fundamentalists have inevitably been 
controversialists, since historically they 
have fought the tide of liberal theology. 
Those who dislike controversy naturally 
turn away from fundamentalism. It must 
be admitted that some fundamentalists 
have used questionable methods. They 
have attacked persons instead of beliefs, 
and have made sweeping accusations 
which were only partly true. Controver- 
sies on major theological issues have 
sometimes degenerated into squabbles 
over technicalities. 

Most of the accusations against funda- 
mentalism, however, are unfair and are 
deliberate attempts on the part of lib- 
erals to misrepresent the real issues. 
Practically all the common criticisms of 
fundamentalism originated in the liber- 
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al camp. The technique of liberals has 
been to avoid theological argument in 
controversies with fundamentalists. In- 
stead of debating the theology involved, 
fundamentalists themselves have been 
attacked. Fundamentalists have accord- 
ingly been accused of being intolerant, 
bigoted, reactionary, devoid of the love 
of Christ, and unscholarly. Controversy 
over doctrinal matters has itself been 
labeled unchristian, and fundamental- 
ists have been charged with disloyalty to 
their denominations and guilty of schis- 
matic tendencies. Loyalty to a denomi- 
nation has been considered more im- 
portant than theological belief. It should 
be clear to an impartial mind that the 
liberals have been just as guilty of these 
attitudes while supporting their own 
point of view. Once in ecclesiastical 
control, the liberals have often forced 
fundamentalists out of their fellowships 
and have been just as intolerant of fun- 
damentalism as the fundamentalists 
have been of liberals. The present-day 
attitude of some evangelicals to condone 
the practice and doctrine of liberals, 
and to condemn unsparingly the funda- 
mentalists is hardly justified by the cold 
facts of the history of the church during 
the last fifty years. 

The abandonment of fundamentalism 
which seems to characterize our day is 
a tragic error. After all, the fundamen- 
tals are important and vital to Christian 
faith. Little if anything is gained by 
fleeing to the term evangelical, and it is 
feared that much is lost. The unfortu- 
nate and controversial aspects of funda- 
mentalism should not cloud the real is- 
sue that it is impossible to dodge the 
sword which cleaves asunder those who 
believe the Bible to be the Word of 
God and those who do not. The mis- 
takes that fundamentalists have made 
have not changed the essential fact that 
Christianity, apart from the fundamen- 
tals, ceases to be biblical Christianity. 
The ambiguity which continues to sur- 
round the term evangelical opens the 
door for much doctrinal compromise 
and confusion. In modern literature, the 
term fundamentalist carried with it a 
clear historic and theological meaning, 
while the term evangelical lends itself 
to manipulation by the modern liberal 
confusing both laity and clergy. 

The fundamentals of Christian faith 
continue to be based upon inerrant 
Scripture, upon the deity of Christ and 
His virgin birth, upon his substitution- 
ary death upon the cross, and his bodily 
resurrection and future literal return. 


“These are unmistakably the fundamen- 


tals. Biblical faith is much more than 
an undefined evangelicalism. Perhaps we 
need a new term. Until such is devised, 
however, let us not dodge our sacred 
responsibility to stand squarely on the 
fundamentals of Christian faith reveal- 
ed in the infallible Word of God. 
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GATES OF SPLENDOR 


(Continued from page 5) 


dramatic emphasis such poems as “The 
Face on the Barroom Floor” and “Cre- 
mation of Sam McGee.” In high school 
Pete Fleming earned his letters in bas- 
ketball and golf, and later, as a philos- 
ophy major at the University of Wash- 
ington, almost lost his faith. Afterwards 
he earned the master’s degree in litera- 
ture. Ed McCully, six feet two, used his 
one hundred and ninety pounds to be- 
come the star end of Wheaton’s cham- 
pionship football team. He was also the 
national champion miler in track and 
winner of the William Randolph Hearst 
National Oratorical Contest. Later he 
attended law school at Marquette Uni- 


versity, and it was there the deep assur- 
ance came to him that he must be a wit- 
ness where the name of Christ was little 
known. Nate Saint was a natural-born 
mechanic and flier who could pray or 
install a hydroelectric plant on the mis- 
sion field with equal zeal. Roger You- 
derian, born on a Montana ranch, had 
left his schooling at Montana State Col- 
lege to enlist in the army and eventual- 
ly become a paratrooper in the Rhine 
sector and was decorated for bravery in 
the Battle of the Bulge. By no stretch 
of the imagination could any one of the 
five men be called a religious sissy. 

It may be recalled that there was 
some criticism in the public press at the 
time of the massacre. Some felt that the 
undertaking was fool-hardy and others 
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that the great talents of these vigorous 
young men ought not to have been sac- 
rificed for a handful of savage Indians. 
Both criticisms are well answered by the 
story itself. Knowing the treacherous na- 
ture of these Indians, the five young 
missionaries made as exhaustive prepa- 
rations as a group of scientists might 
have done. They went to the one friend- 
ly person anywhere who spoke the Auca 
language, a woman named Dayuma who 
had been carried away from the tribe 
by a trader and had never returned, and 
learned some of the Auca language. 
Then for almost three months they 
made weekly air visits to the Aucas 
dropping presents of all sorts and, as 
time passed, receiving back presents 
from the Indians on four different oc- 
casions—presents such as a parrot, a 
black bird, pet squirrels, feathered 
headbands, combs, and food. The mis- 
sionaries rigged up a public-address sys- 
tem and from the air spoke friendly 
words in the Auca language to the In- 
dians below. At the actual landing in 
Auca territory, the men not only carried 
gifts but built a tree house thirty feet 
up in the hope of standing off an attack 
should one occur. 

As to the criticism that this was an 
uncalled for sacrifice, nothing is clearer 
in the book than that these men and 
their wives, from first to last, considered 
themselves in the very center of God’s 
will even if it meant death. In the midst 
of the Christmas festivities a few days 
before the martyrdom, the wives talked 
calmly one night about the posssibility 
of becoming widows. “God’s leading was 
unmistakable up to this point,” writes 
Betty. “Each of us knew when. we mar- 
ried our husbands that there would nev- 
er be any question about who came 
first—God and His work held first place 
in each life. It was the condition of 
true discipleship, it became devastating- 
ly meaningful now.” Less than two 
weeks later, after the word of the mas- 
sacre had gone around the world, Bar- 
bara Youderian wrote in her diary: 
“The Lord has closed our hearts to 
grief and hysteria, and filled them with 
His perfect peace.” Part of the answer 
to the criticism of wasted talents has 
been written, but the overwhelming an- 
swer is yet to come. The partial answer 
is in the hundreds of young people who 
have picked up the torches dropped by 
these five men on the bank of that 
jungle river, some of whom are at this 
moment either learning the Auca lan- 
guage or continuing the dropping of 
gifts to the Aucas from the air. The 
overwhelming answer will come some 
morning when we awaken to hear that 
the first Auca has said what old Ata- 
nasio, a Quichua Indian, murmured to 
Jim and Betty Elliot after they had effec- 
tually presented him the claims of the 
Gospel: “I am very old. Perhaps teo 
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old to understand well. But it seems to 
me your words are true. I will die in 
your words.” Some day on the hallowed 
ground of the Curaray where these men 
died there will be a church filled with 
Auca worshipers singing the praises of 
Jesus Christ. 


In addition to the story of the martyr- 
dom, this book contains much about the 
life of missionaries in the eastern jungles 
of Ecuador—of the quick rush to deliver 
a child in an Indian hut, of witch doc- 
tors at work, of catastrophe in the form 
of a devastating flood which washed 
away one entire mission station, of spit- 
ting Jivaro Indians who combine war- 
like activities with a boisterous sense of 
humor, of the deadly bushmaster and 
other snakes, of pumas and alligators 
and billions of jungle insects, of Indians 
racked with influenza seeking eagerly 
for a shot of penicillin, and of scavenger 
beetles trying to bury a drunken Indian 
asleep on the jungle trail. 


Betty Howard Elliot was a student at 
Wheaton College from 1944 to 1948. 
The record of her first interview with a 
faculty member indicates that in high 
school she was captain of the girls’ ath- 
letic team, editor of her high-school 
yearbook, soloist in the glee club, debate 
winner, and valedictorian of her class. 
Her hobbies were writing and music. To 
help earn spending money one of Betty’s 
jobs was housework in the home of the 
college president. It was her intention 
to major in writing or literature, but 
she finally settled upon a major in 
Greek. Asked about the why of her ma- 
jor, she said, “Because the Lord told me 
to!” Asked what she most earnestly de- 
sired to get from college, she said, “First, 
a deeper knowledge of my Lord, and an 
education so that I may better serve 
Him.” Asked how she knew that Christ 
was the controlling influence and power 
of her life, she declared, “Galatians 2:20 
is real. And I am learning to practice 
the presence of God.” But Betty had a 
mind of her own. On her activities card 
she declared, “Debate is the most valu- 
able activity anyone can engage in.” 
People generally found Betty poised and 
occasionally a bit too independent, but 
her more intimate associates knew her 
genuinely loving heart underneath the 
self-discipline growing out of the con- 
viction that the Lord’s work is not for 
the slovenly or the careless. 

A few events in every generation 
seem to take tenacious effect upon the 
people. Two such events of the twen- 
tieth century are the Titanic disaster 
and the flight of the Lone Eagle to 
Paris. It appears that the martyrdom of 
these five brave young men may, for 
Christian people at least, turn out to 
be another such event. The least we can 
predict for this valuable book is a large 
and sympathetic reading audience. 
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AUTHORITY OF THE SPIRIT 
(Continued from page 15) 
famous Analogy of Religion. What was 
it meant to do? To restore the authority 
of the Bible and the gospel, and to es- 
tablish the Christian faith rationally. 
“We must do something to get back the 
old authority,” they said. So they did it 
in that way. It was the apologetics of 

their day. 

But as we know full well by now it 
was not the Boyle Lectures or the works 
of Bishop Butler that reestablished the 
position of the church and restored her 
old authority. What was it? It was God 
acting through the Holy Spirit in the 
persons of George Whitefield and John 
Wesley in Britain and others like Jona- 
than Edwards and the Tennents in 
America. It was the mighty evangelical 
revival of the eighteenth century. What 
the excellent Boyle Lectures and the 
works of Bishop Butler failed complete- 
ly to do, God did in His own way. 

Then come to the next century. (I am 
just giving you a bird’s eye view of the 
history, especially in Britain.) At the be- 
ginning of the nineteenth century the 
church felt once more precisely the 
same loss of power. The influence of the 
evangelical revival had more or less 
waned. Other factors had come in and 
the church counted but little. She 
seemed to have lost her authority, she 
had no influence over the common peo- 
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ple. “What can be done,” the church 
asked, “to restore the authority?” A 
number of -very able and learned men 
such as Keble, Newman and Pusey met 
together and said, “We must give more 


- authority to the preacher. How can we 


do this?” And they decided that the 
only way to do this was to take the 
preacher farther away from the people. 
They felt that he had been too near the 
people and that they must invest him 
with a new-authority. Now that was the 
reasoning behind the origin of Anglo- 
Catholicism, and of all the other revivals 
of Catholicism which fall short of strict 
Roman Catholicism. They felt that the 
preacher must dress in a different man- 
ner. So they put vestments upon him. 
And they took him farther away from 
the actual physical presence of the peo- 
ple. They pushed him back, as it were, 
into the chancel, and nearer to what 
they called the altar. They elevated the 
altar itself and tried to invest that part 
of the church with a new dignity and 
authority. They argued that as a result 
people would come and listen in fear 
and trembling with a readiness to re- 
spond. That was the idea behind it all. 
It was all a part of the search for au- 
thority, and, as you know, there were 
many who actually went over into the 
Church of Rome because they felt that 
she alone could really guarantee this 
kind of authority. 

At the same time in that century 
there were those who believed that 
learning and knowledge, a better train- 
ing and a critical literary, historical, and 
scientific approach to the Scriptures 
would restore again the lost authority to 
the church. But we are all familiar with 
the facts. What really gave the church 
new authority in the nineteenth century 
was none of these things. It was rather 
that revival that broke out in America 
in 1857, in Ulster and Wales and other 
parts of the world in 1858 and 1859. It 
was a great revival, a great evangelical 
renewal once more. It was this and not 
the attempts of men. It was God again 
acting and intervening in the power of 
the Spirit that really restored the au- 
thority. 

Coming now to today we find that 
the church in general is repeating the 
behavior of the two previous centuries, 
and indeed what has so often been done 
by the church throughout her long his- 
tory. Everybody today is concerned 
about this question of authority. The 


“questions asked are: “Why cannot we 


touch those masses which are outside? 
How can we establish contact? How can 
we make them listen to us? What can 
we do to give the church authority in 
her preaching and in her pronounce- 
ments?” 

But observe the ways in which many 
are trying to deal with the situation. 
They are saying, “The main trouble is, 


of course, that the church has not kept 
abreast of the times. She is not adver- 
tising herself as she should. Great busi- 
ness succeeds by means of advertising.” 
So the big denominations have set up 
publicity departments. They have pub- 
licity offices, and they see that appropri- 
ate paragraphs are placed regularly in 
the newspapers. “Put it before the peo- 
ple and the people will begin to listen” 
is the slogan. The authority of the big 
voice, the big advertisement: “There's 
the authority,” they say. 

Others say, “No, that is not the way. 
What we need is a social concern. The 
people after all are interested in ma- 
terial things and in social problems. The 
church, therefore, must come down and 
show that she is taking a great interest 
in such matters, and she must speak 
much more about political and social 
questions, and then the people will be- 
gin to pay attention and listen to our 
message.” Others say that the only way 
to regain the authority is to make use 
of the radio. “Here is a great instru- 
ment, a great power,” they say. “The 
church must buy it up. Pour money into 
this. Let us make use of this great me- 
diym of advertising and of propaganda.” 
Others put their faith in the production 
of books and literature. 

Coupled with all this, of course, is 
the whole idea of learning and knowl- 
edge. Many feel that if we can but show 
that the modern Christian knows all 
about science, and that he is not just a 
fool and an enthusiast, but that really 
he is very reasonable and intellectual 
and scientific, then the world will be 
ready to listen to him. This is the mo- 
tive behind the many books designed to 
reconcile science and religion. Those 
are the arguments. 

But, of course, back of them all, and 
above them all, and more important, we 
are told, than all the others put together 
is the need for unity and for a great 
world organization. The real trouble, we 
are being told constantly, is that the 
forces of Christianity are divided. The 
ungodly world is one, and here is the 
church divided into separate fragments. 
How can we possibly speak with author- 
ity in such a situation? They say that 
there is only one thing to do. We must 
have a great world church. If only we 
became one and faced the world togeth- 
er, it would have to listen. That is the 
secret of authority. 

In saying all this, unfortunately (and 
I regret to have to say it), I am not 
only describing those sections of the 
church that are not evangelical. I am, 
alas, speaking of evangelicalism also. It 
seems to me that we ourselves have 
fallen into the same error. We often 
quote: “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord,” and 
yet in practice we seem to rely upon the 
mighty dollar and the power of the press 
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and advertising. We seem to think that 
it is our technique and the program we 
can put forward, the numbers, the large- 
ness, the bigness, that will prove effec- 
tive. We seem to have forgotten that 
God has been doing most things in the 
church throughout history through rem- 
nants. We seem to have forgetten the 
great story of Gideon for instance, and 
how Ged reduced the 32,000 men down 
to 300 before He would use them. We 
have become fascinated by the idea of 
bigness, and we are quite convinced that 
if we can only stage (yes, that’s the 
word!) something really big before the 
world, we will shake it, and produce a 
mighty religious awakening. That seems 
to be the modern conception of author- 
ity. 

All that, I suggest, is nothing but the 
old error into which the church has 
fallen so repeatedly. Hegel’s dictum 
about history is as true of the church as 
it is of the world—“History teaches us 
that history teaches us nothing.” We 
seem determined to go on repeating in 
this way the same errors, and to fall into 
the same pitfalls as our forefathers have 
ever done. 

All that brings us back to this, that 
the Bible teaches plainly and clearly 
that God’s method is always through the 
Spirit and His authority and power. 
What we need to do then, above every- 
thing else, is to study this subject—the 
authority of the Holy Spirit. 


How is this authority manifested? We 
have already seen one way in our study 
of the authority of the Scriptures. But 
now we come to the way in which we 
see the authority of the Holy Spirit in 
the earthly life and ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is, of course, a most 
important and vital aspect of our sub- 
ject. We remember how He was bap- 
tized at the very beginning of His min- 
istry at the age of thirty. He went to 
John the Baptist and asked John to bap- 
tize Him. John remonstrated with Him, 
but our Lord said: “Suffer it to be so, 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness.” And there when he 
was baptized by John, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him in the form of a 
dove, and the voice from heaven said: 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased.” Now there is something 
unique. Our Lord was being filled by 
the Holy Spirit in order that He might 
do His work and exercise His ministry 
as the Messiah. You remember how this 
is put in John 3:34, “God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him.” God gave 
Him the Spirit for His task and for His 
work. There is only one deduction to 
draw, and that is that even the Son of 
God, having limited Himself in His in- 
carnation, could not have done the work 
that had been given Him to do unless 
the Father had thus given Him the 
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Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ was still the 
eternal second Person in the blessed 
Holy Trinity, but He had laid aside the 
insignia of His glory, He had humbled 
Himself, and He had come on earth to 
live as a man. That is why He had to 
pray, and that is why it was essential 
that He should thus receive the fullness 
of the Spirit. “The Spirit was not given 
by measure unto Him.” He made this 
very point Himself. The leaders of the 
Jews were arguing with Him about His 
authority and His power. They were 
rather impressed by His feeding of the 
5000 by means of a miracle, but they 
misunderstood it. Our Lord says to 
them: “Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father sealed” (John 6: 
37). This is a reference to what had 
happened there at His baptism. “Seal- 
ing” is always “with the Holy Spirit.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ was saying, in 
effect, ‘“‘Here is my authority. My Father 
authenticated me when He sent the 
Spirit upon me and the Voice spoke. I 
have been sealed by the Father. Why are 
you still in doubt about me? It is not so 
much the miracles, it is the sealing of 
the Spirit that really authenticates me.” 
It was a public proclamation of the fact 
that He is the Messiah. That is what 
happened to Him at the baptism. 

Then after the baptism He was led, 
driven of the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil for forty days 
and forty nights. And when that was 
over He went back to His home town of 
Nazareth and there, as His custom was, 
He went into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath, and began to read out of the book 
of the Prophet Isaiah: “And when he 
had opened the book, he found the 
place where it was written, The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord. And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them 
that were in the synagogue were fasten- 
ed on him. And he began to say unto 
them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears” (Luke 4:17ff). 

What is He saying? “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, He hath anointed 
me.” And He was anointed at His bap- 
tism there in the Jordan. He received 
that special anointing and authority of 
the Spirit for His task. As the God-Man, 
the Son of, Man, He is given the Holy 
Spirit in His fullness that He might pro- 
ceed to preach and to do His work of 
redemption. The conclusion to which we 
can come is that even the Son of God 


could not have done His work if He had 
not thus received the authority, the 
anointing, this unction which the Holy 
Ghost alone can give. 

But what about the authority of the 
Holy Spirit as it is seen in the individ- 
ual believer? This is a great subject 
which could occupy our attention for a 
long time. I am simply going to give 
some headings. We see, first, the author- 
ity of the Holy Spirit even in the initial 
matter of coming to a belief in the gos- 
pel. How often this comes out in the 
Scriptures. Our Lord, you remember, 
emphasizes this in His interview with 
Nicodemus who clearly took the posi- 
tion that this was merely a matter of 
understanding. He is a master of Israel, 
but here he is confronted by Someone 
who clearly has more than he has him- 
self. But he thinks to himself, “It is only 
a more advanced stage than the one 
that I am in.” So he really went to our 
Lord to say “What have I to do in addi- 
tion to what I am already doing? What 
do I need in addition to what I have in 
order to become like you? You are ob- 
viously a teacher sent by God, for no 
man can do these miracles that you do 
except God be with him.” He is on the 
point of saying, “What do I need in ad- 
dition?” 

And our Lord turns upon him and 
says, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” “You are all 
wrong,” said our Lord to Nicodemus, in 
effect. “What you need is to be born of 
water and of the Spirit. There are things 
which belong to the flesh. There are 
things which belong to the Spirit. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not (don’t try to understand). 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. You need the author- 
ity and power of the Spirit. You cannot 
do it.” There it is laid down once and 
forever. 


You see the same thing in practice in 
the Acts of the Apostles. The first Chris- 
tian convert on the continent of Europe 
according to the history was that woman 
called Lydia, a seller of purple from the 
city of Thyatira. How was she convert- 
ed? Was she carried away by the person- 
ality of the Apostle Paul? Did he “put 
over” his great personality? You remem- 
ber how he started his campaign in 
Europe. Did he call together the town 
officers and the Lord Mayor of Philippi 
and then with a great fanfare of trum- 
pets start a mighty campaign in the mid- 
dle of the city? It was the exact oppo- 
site. He went out to a little prayer meet- 
ing of women only, outside the city wall 
on a Sunday afternoon. It was the most 
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inauspicious and most unheralded be- 
ginning that can ever have taken place. 
There in the little prayer meeting he 
just sat down and spoke unto them the 
Word of the Lord. 

But still someone may say, “It must 
have been Paul’s personality. It must 
have been his learning, his eloquence.” 
That is not what the record says. In Acts 
16:14 we read, “Whose heart the Lord 
opened and she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul.” 

Even Paul could not save a soul, 
mighty man that he was. The Lord the 
Holy Spirit, He alone can open the 
heart and enable us to receive the truth. 
A specific statement in I Corinthians 


12:3 should settle this matter once and | 


forever, “Wherefore I give you to under- 
stand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and 
that no man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” There it 
is once and forever. If you need some- 
thing further, you have simply to go to 
Ephesians 2 and there you will find that 
there is only one hope for those who 
are “dead in trespasses and sins,” those 
who are “the children of wrath” and 
who “walk according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience” 
and are slaves to lusts and passions of 
the mind as well as of the flesh and the 
body. There is only one hope for them. 
“You hath he quickened.” “We are his 
workmanship.” Without the work and 
authority and power of the Holy Spirit 
there would never be a single believer 
in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
But the authority of the Spirit does 
not stop at that. It is the Holy Spirit 
alone who can finally give us an unshak- 
able assurance of salvation. Now this 
subject of the assurance of salvation is a 
very important one, and one, it seems 
to me, which is very frequently misun- 
derstood. There are three main types of 
assurance, but unfortunately often today 
the first one only is stressed. The first is 
that which is to be obtained by believ- 
ing and taking and applying to our- 
selves the bare word of the Scripture as 
the authoritative word of God. It tells 
us that “he that believeth on him is not 
condemned.” There is God's word and 
we must believe it and rest upon it. 


But that is only the first. Indeed that 
alone can even be dangerous. It can be 
a kind of “believism.” A man can say 
that for his own peace of mind and for 
his own purposes. We must accept that, 
but that alone is not enough. We need 
something further. That brings us to the 
second ground of assurance. This is pro- 
vided by the kind of tests found in the 
First Epistle of John. John says that 
there are certain tests of life. “We know 
that we have passed from death unto 
life because we love the brethren.” We 
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know again that we have passed from 
death unto life because we no longer 
find the commandments of the Lord to 
be grievous. They are a delight to us. 
And there are other tests. We believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We are aware of 
the Spirit working within us. We ex- 
amine ourselves to see if any of the 
Spirit’s fruit is being manifested in us. 
And if we find these things, we can be 
assured that we are born again. Life 
must always manifest itself. The life in 
the tree produces the apples or pears or 
peaches. Life is bound to show itself, 
and if you find any signs or evidences of 
life, that is a guarantee that there is 
life. That is a much safer form of assur- 





ance than the first, which was entirely 
objective. This is more subjective. 

There is, however, a yet higher form 
of assurance than this. It is the highest 
and most certain of all. The Apostle 
Paul expresses it in Romans 8:15-17: 
“For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God: And if chil- 
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ.” 

This is not a form of assurance that 
I deduce from the Scriptures, or from 
evidences which I find in myself. Here 
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is a direct witness. of the Spirit: “The 
Spirit Himself beareth witness with my 
spirit.” Now it is possible for us to have 
the first two grounds of assurance with- 
out having this third. Here is something 
that the Spirit alone can give. It is He 
alone who can speak with a final author- 
ity which gives me certitude with regard 
to my being a child of God, a certitude 
as great, or greater indeed, as my cer- 
tainty with regard to anything else in 
life. This is constantly. asserted by the 
saints throughout the centuries. They 
say that the Holy Spirit made them so 
certain of the reality and presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His love for 
them, that they were more certain of 
that than of any other fact whatsoever. 
That is the authority of the Spirit in 
the matter of assurance. 

‘t is put in other forms elsewhere. In 
II Corinthians 1:22 we find it like this, 
“Who hath also sealed us, and given us 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 
In Ephesians 1:13, 14 it is put in this 
form, “In whom also, after that ye be- 
lieved, ye were sealed with that Holy 
Spirit of promise which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession.” You will no- 
tice that the same word is used as was 
used concerning our Lord at His bap- 
tism—“sealed.” 

Here then is the final -assurance of 
salvation, and it is only the authority of 
the Holy Spirit that can give us this. 

It is also the Holy Spirit alone who 
can really give us true understanding. I 
mean an understanding of the Scrip- 
tures, an understanding of the doctrine. 
John puts this clearly (I John 2:20). He 
is dealing with the anti-Christs, those 
people who had been in the church, but 
who had gone out of the church because 
they were not of it. They had thought 
that they were converted. Everyone else 
thought they were converted. But they 
had gone out. They had never really 
been true believers. They were tempor- 
ary false believers. The question arises 
as to how we can differentiate. How 
were these ignorant first Christians, most 
of whom were slaves, to discriminate in 
these matters? John says: “But ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know all things.” He repeats it in verse 
27: “But the anointing which ye have 
received of him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you.” 

There is an anointing and an unction 
given by the Holy Ghost which gives us 
understanding. And thus it has often 
come to pass in the long history of the 
church that certain ignorant, more or 
less illiterate people have been able to 
differentiate and to discriminate be- 
tween truth and error much.better than 
the great doctors of the church. They 
were simple enough to trust to the 
anointing, and thus they were able to 
differentiate and distinguish between 


things that differ. The saintly Samuel 
Rutherford, that mighty man of God 
who lived 300 years ago in Scotland said 
this one day: “If you would be a deep 
divine, I recommend to you sanctifica- 
tion.” Ultimately the way to understand 
the Scriptures and all theology is to be- 
come holy. It is to be under the author- 
ity of the Spirit. It is to be led of the 
Spirit. 

I turn now to a fourth way in which 
He shows His authority to the individ- 
ual believer. And that is in the defense 
of the truth. Now we are very interested 
in this these days. We are concerned 
about it. We feel that as educated peo- 
ple it is a part of our business in par- 
ticular to defend the faith. We are ex- 
horted to do so in Jude 3. We should 
“earnestly contend for the faith once 
and forever delivered to the saints.” But 
how are we to do this? We tend to do 
so in terms of apologetics. Again I want 
to say that I am not denouncing or dis- 
missing apologetics. I believe apologetics 
has its place, but I am certain that we 
are attaching far too much importance 
to it, and that far too many of our 
books are in the defense of the faith 
and in the realm of apologetics. We are 
trying to reason and to argue, to show 
our knowledge and to make accommoda- 
tions. But it does not seem to avail 
much. We do not seem to be making 
much of an impression. 

Well how is the truth to be defended? 
In Acts 6 you find Stephen in this self- 
saine position. And this is what we read 
in verses 9 and 10: “Then there arose 
certain of the synagogue which is called 
the synagogue of the Libertines, and 
Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and of 
them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing 
with Stephen. And they were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the spirit by 
which he spake.” Stephen’s secret was 
that he was full of wisdom and faith 
and power because he was full of the 
Holy Ghost. And because of that he 
could meet these disputers in such a way 
that they could not resist the wisdom 
and the Spirit by which he spoke. That 
is the way to defend the faith and stand 
for the truth. 

Let us consider some other examples 
of this same method. The Apostle Paul 
had many adversaries in Corinth, and 
they were criticizing him and saying bit- 
ter things about him. They were trying 
to ridicule him. They said, “His pres- 
ence is weak and his speech contempti- 
ble.” (I am afraid that the Apostle 
Paul would not be a popular modern 
evangelist. He was not much to look at. 
We are told that he was a short man, 
bald-headed with a hooked nose, and 
that he had a horrible inflammativn of 
his eyes, an ophthalmia, which made 
him uttterly repulsive to look at.) That 
was the sort of thing they were saying 
about him. And the apostle writes to 
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them and this is what he says (I Corin- 
thians 4:19, 20): “I will come to you 
shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, 
not the speech of them which are puffed 
up, but the power. For the kingdom of 
God is not in word, but in power.” The 
thing that matters, he says, is not under- 
standing or mere speaking; it is the au- 
thority, the power of the Holy Ghost. 
That was his method. 

The apostle says very much the same 
thing to that same church in II Corin- 
thians 10:3-5, where he puts it thus: 
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war after the flesh: (For the weap- 
ons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds;) Casting down im- 
aginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 
That is his method. He is in the flesh, 
he walks in the flesh, but he does not 
war “after the flesh.” He has another 
authority, another power. It is the pow- 
er and authority of the Holy Ghost that 
was in him. He is ready to meet the 
whole world, and he can demolish all 
authorities and castles and powers and 
dominions. 

Surely it is important for us to realize 
that this is the only authority still. We 
can put up our authorities, and the 
world puts up its authorities. It is one 
authority against another. We spend our 
time in quoting names and authorities 
and discovering this detail and that. We 
see something in the newspaper to the 
effect that some person or other has now 
become a believer. And we think that 
all is going to be well. But the situation 
remains unaffected. The only authority 
that will avail us in all these respects is 
the authority of the Holy Ghost. 

That brings me to the most practical 
matter of all, the authority of the Holy 
Spirit in evangelism and in witnessing. 
Here we are taking the truth out into 
the world among those who are not be- 
lievers. There is nothing so important at 
that particular point as to be clear about 
this authority of the Holy Spirit. I re- 
member once reading a phrase in an 
article written by a man about a meet- 
ing in which he had listened to two 
speakers. It was not a religious meeting; 
it was a secular meeting, a political meet- 
ing. What he said about those two speak- 
ers came to me as a conviction from the 
Holy Spirit. He said that as he listened 
to the two men he felt that this was the 
main difference between them: that the 
first had spoken brilliantly as an advo- 
cate, the second had spoken as a wit- 
ness. And I asked myself, which am I? 
An I an advocate of these things or-am 
T a witness? You can be an advocate of 
Christianity without being a Christian. 
You can be an advocate of these things 
without experiencing them. If you have 
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intelligence, if you have been rightly 
trained, you can understand the Scrip- 
tures in a sense, and you can lay them 
out before others. You can present all 
the arguments, you can put the case for 
a kind of Christian philosophy. And it 
sounds wonderful. But you may be stand- 
ing outside it the whole time. You may 
be talking about something which you 
do not really know, about Someone you 
have never met. You are an advocate, 
perhaps even a brilliant advocate. But 
note what the Lord said to the apostles: 
“Ye shall be my witnesses.” 

Let us work this out together. What 
the Holy Ghost does with His authority 
is to make us witnesses. I have already 
shown how our Lord Himself needed 
this authority before He could preach 
and do His mighty works and exercise 
His ministry. As regards His disciples 
we find that after the Resurrection, just 
before the Ascension, our Lord comes 
to these men who had been with Him 
for three years and said, (Acts 1:8): “But 
ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem and in Samaria and unto the ut- 
termost part of the earth.” Do we realize 
the full significance of that? Here were 
men who had been with Him for three 
years. They knew Him intimately, they 
had listened to His sermons, they had 
seen His miracles. They had stood there 
and had watched Him as He died upon 
the cross. They had seen Him buried in 
the grave. They knew that He had risen 
from the dead. He had spoken to them, 
and He had eaten the broiled fish and 
honey with them. They had had contact 
with Him during the forty days and He 
had taught and instructed them about 
Himself. (See Luke 24.) If ever men 
were in a position to testify to the Resur- 


rection and to all the facts about: the 
Lord, it was these disciples. And yet what 
our Lord tells them is that they cannot 
do it until they have been baptized with 
the Holy Ghost. Even they could not 
witness to Him and His works, about 
who He is and what He has done, until 
they have received the power. Knowledge 
of the facts is not enough. Before you can 
witness effectively there must be this 
power of the Holy Spirit. And they re- 
ceived it on the Day of Pentecost. The 
result was, of course, that Peter began 
to preach immediately with boldness and 
authority and power. And three thou- 
sand were converted. We read in Acts 
4 that the authorities could not dispute 
the boldness with which Peter and John 
bore witness to the resurrection and 
said these things. It was nothing but a 
manifestation of the authority of the 
Holy Ghost. The same Peter who had 
been so nervous and so apprehensive 
(indeed, who had been such a coward 
that, because he was afraid of losing his 
life, he had denied his own Lord, his 
greatest friend and benefactor), now 
stands up with boldness ready to con- 
front the whole world and all the devils 
in hell, and proclaims this Jesus whom 
he had so recently denied saying: “I 
don’t know Him. I don’t belong to 
Him.” What is this? The authority of 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit manifest- 
ing His authority in an extraordinary 
manner. 

We read later that after these men 
had been arrested and had become free 
again, they met together and had a 
prayer meeting (Acts. 4:23-33). “When 
they had prayed the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spake the Word of God with 
boldness.” That is His authority. When 


He comes upon a meeting, He not only 
takes hold of men, He can even shake 
walls and buildings. In Acts 4:33 we 
read: “And with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was 
upon them all.” 

What was the secret of their power? 
That they were able to argue scientific- 
ally that resurrection is possible? That 
they were able to reconcile the miracu- 
lous with the scientific? No! It was the 
authority and power of the Holy Ghost 
turning these men into living witnesses 
who were irresistible. “And great grace 
was upon them all.” 

As you go on through the Acts of the 
Apostles and read about the mighty 
ministry of the Apostle Paul you find 
exactly the same thing. Here is one illus- 
tration of this. Paul is preaching and is 
resisted by a man called Elymas, the 
sorcerer. This is what happened: Acts 
13:9 ff: “Then Saul, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, set his eyes on him [Elymas] and 
said, O full of all subtilty and all mis- 
chief, thou child of the devil, thou en- 
emy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the 
Lord? And now, behold, the hand of 
the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be 
blind, not seeing the sun for a season. 
And immediately there fell on him a 
mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand.” 
That is the authority given by the Holy 
Spirit to the apostle, the servant. 

There are certain specific statements 
in Scripture which define this clearly. 
Take for instance I Corinthians 2. If 
I may say so, I am of the opinion that 
this chapter is, for evangelicals today, in 
many ways the most important single 
chapter in the whole Bible. Look at this 
mighty man, Paul, this colossus of a 





The End is the Beginning 


Graduation at NORTHEASTERN is the end of the course 
for many, but it is only the beginning of a rich career of 
fruitful Christian service in scores of fields here and abroad 


for young people trained for God’s work in our halls. 


Have YOU begun to prepare your 
life for usefulness for God? 
Enroll NOW for the FALL TERM. 


The Courses are varied— 
The Tuition is reasonable— 
The Campus is beautiful— 
The opportunities for Christian 
Service are unlimited— 





Cc. W. ANDERSON, D.D., PRESIDENT 


44 








Essex Fetts, New Jersey 


Associate Member Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 


ETERNITY 














man who had one of the greatest minds 
the world has ever known. There is no 
question about that, judged from any 
standpoint. And yet Paul tells us that 
when he went to Corinth he was “in 
weakness, and in fear and in much 
trembling.” He did not bounce on to 
a platform radiating self-confidence and 
self-assurance and authority. And he did 
not let off a few jokes to put himself 
right with the congregation. He was not 
perfectly at ease, a “master of assem- 
blies.” “Weakness, fear and much ‘trem- 
bling.” Why? Because Paul knew his own 
limitations. He knew what he could not 
do, and he was terrified, indeed he 
trembled, lest in any way he or his per- 
sonality might come between those souls 
and this tremendous message which had 
been committed unto him. But he goes 
on and tells us: “My speech and my 
preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom.” He did not put on 
things which he knew would appeal to 
them. He did the exact opposite. He 
determined “not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.” Moreover, he says: “My speech 
and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power: That 
your faith should not stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of God.” 
Both regarding matter and manner he 
did not pander to the popular taste. And 
the result was that when he spoke, 
though some might say that “his speech 
was contemptible,” there was power, 
and men and women were convicted and 
converted, and became Christians and 
were established in the church. What 
was it? It was “the demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power.” It was this 
Holy Ghost authority. And nothing else 
can ever give us true authority. 

In I Thessalonians 1:5 the Apostle 
Paul puts it thus: “For our gospel came 
not unto you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance.” I believe that assur- 
ance was in the apostle as well as in the 
people who believed. It was not the 
mere word of man. They were not lis- 
tening to a mere human exposition. He 
did not set forth some new and strange 
philosophy. It was the Word of God 
that came “with power and in the Holy 
Ghost and in much assurance.” And 
they received it with joy, and suffered 
persecution and whatever might come, 
because it had been planted in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghost Himself. 

The Apostle Peter says exactly the 
same thing. He talks in I Peter 1:12 
about the “things which are now re- 
ported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 


preached with assurance and conviction, 
with authority and with power. 

Surely this is the greatest need at the 
present time. Go back and read the his- 
tory of the great revivals in the church, 
and you will find that this is the thing 
that has always been present. Two hun- 
dred years ago a great evangelical awak- 
ening was witnessed in England, in 
America, in Scotland and in Wales. One 
of the leaders in Wales was a man called 
Howell Harris, As you read his journals 
you find that he keeps on- saying some- 
thing like this: “Arrived at such and 
such a place, preached. Felt the old 
authority.” Then another time he says 
that he preached in a place: “No author- 
ity.” It grieved him and he was unhappy. 


He fell down before God, searched 
his heart and confessed his sin and 
sought the authority again. He was 


never happy unless,he was aware of 
“the authority.” It was always the same 
message, but that was not enough with- 
out the authority. He knew that preach- 
ing, in a sense, was vain apart from 
“the authority.” 

One cannot read the journals of 
Whitefield and of Wesley without find- 
ing exactly the same thing. I remember 
reading in the journals of Whitefield a 
statement he makes of what happened 
while he was preaching in a place called 


Cheltenham in England. This is how 
he expressed it: “The Lord came down 
amongst us.” The authority! “There 
was a shout of a King amongst us,” he 
said on another occasion. And John, 
Wesley constantly expresses the same 
thing. That was the essence of his ex- 
perience in the meeting at Aldersgate at 
London when he felt his heart “strangely 
warmed.” It was from that moment that 
he had this authority, with the result 
that his ministry was entirely trans- 
formed. Jonathan Edwards had exactly 
the same thing. Dwight L. Moody had 
the same thing. It was after that experi- 
ence while he was walking down Wall 
Street in New York City, when the Holy 
Ghost came upon him that Moody re- 
ceived his authority. He preached the 
sermons that he had preached before, 
but they were transformed. Why? It was 
the authority of the Spirit. 

It is unmistakable. I remember read- 
ing again in Whitefield’s Journal of his 
first visit to Northampton, Massachusetts, 
the first time he met the mighty and 
saintly Jonathan Edwards. Whitefield 
says that he would never forget how, as 
he had the privilege of standing and 
preaching in the pulpit, he was watch- 
ing Jonathan Edwards listen to him with 
tears streaming down, and a most hea- 
venly smile upon his face. What was it? 
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It was not merely the preaching of 
Whitefield, matchless orator though he 
was. Jonathan Edwards was experiencing 
the authority of the Holy Spirit. He 
had had it himself. He could see it in his 
brother, his fellow-servant of God, and 
he was rejoicing in it. 

It is a wonderful thing when a preach- 
er can enjoy another man’s preaching as 
much as his own. Nothing but the Holy 
Ghost can do that.” 

I could continue at great length. But 
let me end with one further story. There 
was an old preacher in Wales about 170 
years ago who was invited to preach at a 
great preaching convention held in a 
little town. All the people had already 
assembled, but the preacher had not 
come. So the local minister and the 
authorities sent a maid back to the house 
where the preacher was staying to tell 
him that they were,waiting for him, that 
everything was ready. The girl went and 
when she came back she said: “I didn’t 
like to disturb him. He was talking to 
somebody.” “Oh?” said they, “that is 
rather strange because everybody is here. 
Go back and tell him that it is after 
time and that he must come.” 

So the girl went back again, and 
again she returned, and they said, “Well, 
what about it?” 

She replied, “He is talking to some- 
body.” 

“How do you know that?” they asked. 

She answered: “I heard him saying to 
this other person that was with him, ‘I 
will not go and preach to those people 
if you will not come with me.’” 

“Oh, it’s all right,” said the other 
ministers, “We'd better wait.” 

The old preacher knew that there was 
little purpose in his going to preach un- 
less he knew of a certainty that the Holy 
Ghost was going with Him and giving 
him authority and power. And he was 
wise enough, and had sufficient spiritual 
discernment, to refuse to preach until he 
knew that he had his authority, and that 
the Holy Ghost was going with him and 
going to speak through him, and was 
going to use him. But you and I often 
preach without Him; and all our clever- 
ness and learning, and all our science 
and all our apologetics lead to nothing 
because we lack the authority of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Finally, just a word about the author- 
ity of the Holy-Spirit in the church. Ob- 
viously again we are faced with a large 
subject. I am merely going to hint at 
certain things. He gives gifts to the 
church. Read I Corinthians 12 and you 
will find He does that in a sovereign 
manner. He does it according to His 
own will and understanding. You can- 
not dictate to Him. You must not there- 
fore say: “It is time that the church 
began to claim the gift of healing, or of 
miracles or of something else.” We do 
not claim. He gives, He dispenses accord- 


ing to His own sovereign will. We have 
referred already to the formation of the 
canon and have seen that that was clear- 
ly the leading of the Spirit. 

I want now to consider especially the 
authority of the Holy Spirit in the 
church as manifested and revealed in 
revivals of religion. 

We must exercise great care in han- 
dling such a subject, but it does seem to 
me to be a great pity that that wonder- 
ful man of God, Charles G. Finney, who 
was so mightily used, should have in- 
troduced the notion that men can ar- 
range and organize a revival. To me it 
is a matter of deep regret because I think 
it introduces an element of confusion 
and leads many to speak of evangelistic 
campaigns as revivals, and to talk about 
holding a revival. You cannot announce 
that a revival is going to be held. It is 
sheer confusion of language, and it is 
extremely misleading. I believe it is even 
capable of quenching the Spirit. A re- 
vival is something that can never be ar- 
ranged and organized by men. A revival 
is the result of the direct action of the 
Holy Ghost in authority and power. A 
revival does not just mean preaching the 
gospel with the result that a number of 
people are converted. A revival means 
the Holy Ghost descending upon a 
church or a community or a country- 
side or a country in power and in might, 
in an unmistakable manner, breaking 
men down, and perhaps even casting 
them physically to the ground. It leads 
to agonies of repentance and searching 
and longings for Christ and for peace 
and salvation. That is what is meant by 
revival. 

There was a genuine revival, as I have 
been saying, 200 years ago. It was a 
genuine revival that broke out in North- 
ampton, Massachusetts. Jonathan Ed- 
wards stood in the pulpit with his manu- 
script in his hand. There he was read- 
ing a sermon, and as he preached, 
people literally fell to the floor under 
a terrible conviction of sin and their 
lost estate. And they cried out. In times 
of revival people are to be seen walking 
about the lanes and the streets and the 
roads in a district in the small hours of 
the morning crving out for peace with 
God. They knock at the door of the 
minister saying: “Can you not give me 
relief?” They are convicted of sin and 
they see themselves as sinners before a 
holy and mighty God. They are alarmed 
and terrified by the terrors of hell. Those 
are always the characteristic features of 
revival. People are often converted in 
revivals even before they get to the 
meeting. As they are walking to the 
meeting the Spirit descends upon them. 
Men working in the fields are suddenly 
compelled to fall on their knees and to 
cry out to God for mercy. That is revival. 
The Spirit of God is shed abroad and 
comes down in might and authority and 


ETERNITY 


power. 
There is nothing that so shows the 


authority of the Holy Spirit as that. The 
long history of the church can be put in 
the form of a graph. It starts there at 
Pentecost in what may be described as 
a mighty revival. After a lapse of time, 
you remember, that seemed to pass off 
and the power appeared to have gone, 
and the church went down into a trough. 


‘The devil and the world were attacking, 


and everything seemed to be lost. The 
church had no authority and no power, 
and men were desperate. Suddenly God 
pours out His Spirit again. There is a 
mighty revival, and the church is lifted 
up to the very crest of the wave once 
more. That is the history of the church. 
It has not been a steady dead level. We 
might like it to be like that, but it has 


never been. so. It has always been this 
up and down, and the ups are always 
revivals, the shedding forth, the pouring 
forth of the Spirit. That is the term used 
in the second chapter of Acts'and every- 
where else. Under such mighty out- 
pourings men have testified that they 
have learned more of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in an hour in a meet- 
ing during revival than they had learned 
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in a lifetime of Bible study and reading 
theology. At the same time men and 
women who had hitherto belonged to 
the world and who had never heard the 
gospel before seemed to be put almost in- 
to the same position in a second. That 
is the authority of the Spirit, that is the 
power of the Holy Ghost in revival. 
There is something very wonderful 
about this. A statement in the Psalms 
says: “He that dwelleth in the heavens 
shall laugh,” and I believe that God 
sometimes laughs at the church. He sees 
us ready to put out our hands to steady 
the ark. We think that we alone can 
do it. We are greatly concerned and we 
hold our conferences and bring forth 
our proposals. But they all come to 
nothing. Then when we are quite ex- 
hausted after all our great campaigns 
and conferences and our brilliant organ- 
izations, and have spent all our money, 
and things have still gone from bad to 
worse, God unexpectedly—in the last 
place where you would ever have ex- 
pected Him to do so and through the 
last person you would ever have thought 
of—suddenly sheds forth the Spirit, and 
the Church rises to a new period of 
glory, of power and of influence. Men 
and women are converted in masses, and 
the power of the truth is again upon 
them. So the Holy Spirit manifests His 
authority in the church in revival. 


What conclusions do we arrive at as 
the result of all this? Let me put it like 
this. Let us go on with our practical ef- 
forts and let us go on with our study, 
but God forbid that we should rely upon 
that. Let us equip ourselves as best we 
can. We shall never be as able and as 
learned as the Apostle Paul or St. Augus- 
tine or Luther or Calvin. They were 
men of great learning and giant intel- 
lects. That is the kind of man God seems 
to use when He does His greatest things 
in the history of the church. Let us go 
on and seek knowledge and learning 
and equip ourselves as perfectly as possi- 
ble. But in the name of God let us not 
stop at that. Let us realize that even 
that, without the authority and the 
power of the Spirit, is of no value at 
all. “Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not love 
[a product of the work of the Spirit]. 
I am become as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal” (I Corinthians 13:1). 
It does not matter who or what I am 
or what I may do; it will get me no- 
where. It is this power, this authority of 
the Spirit that alone avails. 

Now this is what grieves me. I very 
rarely hear any Christians today, even 
evangelicals, praying for revival. What 
do they pray for? They pray for their 
own organized efforts, either at home 
or in various other lands. In a typical 
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prayer meeting this is what happens. 
“First of all let us have the reports,” 
says the chairman. Having heard them, 
he says: “Let us go to prayer about it. 
You have heard the facts; let us pray 
about them.” We pray only for blessing 
on our efforts, whether it be a great 
evangelistic campaign, or work in the 
foreign field. That is quite right, of 
course, and we should do that. But the 
trouble is that we always start with our- 
selves and our ideas and efforts and ask 
God to bless them. When did you last 
hear anyone praying for revival, pray- 
ing that God might open the windows of 
heaven and pour out His Spirit? When 
did you last pray for that yourself? I 
suggest seriously that we are neglecting 
this almost entirely. We are guilty of for- 
getting the authority of the Holy Spirit. 
We are so interested in ourselves and 
in our own activities that we have for- 
gotten the one thing that can make us 
effective. Let us continue to pray for 
the particular efforts, for your minister 
and his preaching every Sunday, and all 
his activities, for all essential organiza- 
tions and for evangelistic campaigns, if 
we feel led to have them. But over and 
above, and before it all, and after it all, 
let us pray and plead for revival. When 
God sends revival He can do more in a 
single day than in fifty years of all our 
efforts and our organization. That is 
sheer history which emerges clearly from 
the long story of the church. 

This is the greatest need today, in- 
deed it is the only hope. Let us there- 
fore decide that day by day, and many 
times during the day, we will spend our 
time before God praying and pleading 
for revival. But we will never do so un- 
til we have come to the end of ourselves 
and the end of our own resources. We 
will only do so when everything else has 
failed, and we have realized our utter 
bankruptcy and impotence, when we 
realize that our Lord spoke the simple 
truth when. He said: “Without me ye 
can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Let us remind ourselves that the God 
who in the past has come suddenly and 
unexpectedly upon the dying church and 
has raised her to a new period of life 
and victory, can do the same still, that 
His arm is not shortened, nor His power 
in any sense diminished. Let us wait 
upon Him, let us plead with Him, let 
us learn to agonize in prayer, and let 
our one prayer be: 


Revive Thy work, O Lord, 

Thy mighty arm make bare 

Speak with the voice that wakes the 
dead, 

And make Thy people hear. 


“O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and 
was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in 
the midst of the years, in the midst of 
the years make known; in wrath remem- 
ber mercy” (Hab. 3:2). 
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“I wish I was dead!” 


Terrible words to come from 
the lips of a little child... 


HOCKING, isn’t it? But the little girl was simply express- 

ing what countless thousands of other children feel... 

the forgotten children of the city slums, compelled to live in a 
world of dark hallways and filth-littered alleys, of rancid 
garbage smells and nameless fears. They sleep in musty 
rooms, sometimes three or four in a single bed. They are hun- 
gry so often that the ache has become habit. They see and 
hear things that no child should be permitted to see or hear. 


For these children the worst time of all is the summer. 
Then the air is most poisonous with exhaust fumes and fetid 
smells. Tempers are shortest in the stifling heat. Wailing 


$500.00 endows a bed in perpetuity 
$35.00 gives a child two weeks at Mont Lawn 


$17.50 pays for one week « $3.00 pays for one day 


CHRISTIAN HERALD CHILDREN’S HOME 1 
BUSINESS OFFICE: 27 EAST 39TH STREET, ROOM 639 1 
NEW YORK 16,'N. Y. 

Yes, I want to help some poor child spend two wonderful and i 
inspiring weeks in God’s outdoors. Here is my gift of $ 
(I understand that the Christian Herald Children’s Home is a com- 
pletely non-profit organ‘zation, and my contribution is fully tax- if 
deductible on my income tax return.) 
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babies, blaring radios, the din of traffic fill the days and 
nights. The slum child is trapped between the sweltering 
walls of his tenement and the blazing street. 


But every year, up at Nyack on the Hudson, there is a 
refuge for many of these children . . . a pleasant haven high 
on a hill where they may escape for two glorious weeks. 
Here they romp on wide green lawns among tall, shady trees 
... they take hikes through the woods. . . they go swimming 
in a beautiful modern pool. They eat nourishing meals three 
times a day. They sleep in their own beds, between clean, 
cool sheets. 


Mont Lawn offers these children a real vacation from the 
heat and dirt of the slums... and it does more. Friendly, 
sympathetic counselors prove to them that not all adults are 
to be distrusted and -feared. In the interdenominational 
chapel they learn of God’s love. For most of these children, 
Mont Lawn is an experience that may spell the difference 
between a lifetime of poverty, bitterness, and even crime... 
and a happy, useful future guided by God. 


This summer there are hundreds of children still waiting 
to go to Mont Lawn. Unless we receive immediate help, 
many of these children will not be able to go. The very tot in 
the picture is typical of these unfortunates . . . condemned to 
go on staring hopelessly at a world they have reason to hate, 
not only throughout the long, hot, weary summer months... 
but perhaps for the rest of their lives! Two weeks at Mont 
Lawn could make such a world of difference . . . but some one 
must make it possible. 


Will you be the one to send a child such as this away from 
the slums for two weeks? Just $35 will pay the entire cost, 
but even the smallest contribution will help. Remember, one 
of these little ones is depending on your kindness. Mail your 
contribution now! 








